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To THE HONOURABLE eee 
PATRIGK, CRAUFURD, Ef : 
Lon Cos VAron or Thr Scorecit PafVi. 
LEGES IN Ta: NerttrLAanDs;- 


My Logp, 
5 Abu 8 5 been pleaſe to Laut the 


„ and en em to publiſh 
them, I take the liberty of dedicating them 
to your Lordſhip. Your diſtinguiſhed of- = 
fce, your knowledge of, and experience | 
1 trade, give you both ability and oppor- 
tunity to promote the intereſt of the . 
port. 

That it may flouriſh more and more to 
the benefit of the Scotch nation, and the 
intereſt of all concerned, has been my chief 
motive in collecting theſe papers, and ma- 
king obſervations upon this hiſtory of it; 
which 1 hope may be improved on every 
occaſion of renewing this ancient contract, 
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„ 
with all that attention its antiquity and 
uſefulneſs deſerve. 


. * * 
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The ſincerity of my aim will, I fatter 
myſelf, be favourably taken by all who 
wiſh well to this valuable channel of com- 
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5 merce and navigation. I am, 


— 


0 My Lon p, 
! TuoCour Lordſhip's 


! | Moſt humble and obedient + 
Servant, 
OO © 1 FAMES YARR.. 
Mareh 4th, 1776 
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Hs MAJESTY'S COMMISSION. 


| Gronor R. 

UR W Lord, taking into th royal 
VZ conlideration, that by the reſignation of 
Joun Howe, Eſq; the place of Conſervator of 
the Privileges of the Scotch Nation in the Ne- 
therlands, and Reſident there, for the affairs of 
Scotland, is in his Majeſty $ hands, and at his 
gift and diſpoſal, And WHEREAS it has 
been humbly repreſented to his Majeſty, that 
Parrick CxAuruxb, Eſq; is a perſon fitly | 
qualified to exerciſe the ſaid office of Conſerva- 
tor of the Scotch Nation in the Netherlands: 7] 
Therefore his Majeſty ordains a patent and 
commiſſion to be made, and paſt under the 
ſeal appointed by the Treaty of Union, to 
be kept and made uſe of in Scotland in Place 
of the great ſeal of Scotland, nominating, con- 
ſtituting and appointing, as his Majeſty by. theſe 
preſents nominates, conſtitutes and appoints the 
ſaid Patrick CravrurD, during his Majeſty's 
_ pleaſure, to be Conſervator of the Privileges of 
his Majeſty's royal Burroughs in Scotland. at 
Campvere, and other places in Zealand, or elſe- 


where in the United Provinces : As alſo his Ma- 
jieſty 8 


4 — 
[ wit] 


jeſty's Agent and Conſul there, for them. Giving 
and granting to him the aforeſaid office of Con- 
ſervator and Agent or Conſul as aforeſaid, with 
the ſame amplitude of power, privileges, night 
,and liberty that any Conſervator ever had at a- 
ny time heretofore ; and particularly, to him 
the ſaid PATR ICK Cravru, to conſtitute and 
appoint Deputies, one or more, under him in 
the ſaid office, for whom he ſhall be anſwerable z 
as alſo Clerks, Aſſeſſors, and all other members 
of court, and them to place and diſplace at plea- 
| fore; : and to uſe and exerciſe the faid offices 
with all dignities, liberties, | privileges, fees, im- 
munities, and caſualities, belonging thereto, by 
himſelf or his deputies aforeſaid : And by his 


n 


i | | factors or ſervants, to crave, collect, and uplift 
14. 5 | 
1 


| all and ſundry the rents and emoluments belong- 
| ing to the ſaid offices. | And alſo with ; power to 
him, or his ſaid deputies, to take and apprehend 
perſons, and to diſtrain and ſell the goods of de- 
linquents; commanding alſo hereby, the mer- 
chants, factors, maſters of ſkips, and all others 
whom theſe preſents do or may concern, that 
they. honour, reſpect and obcy the faid PaTRICK 
CRAUFURD, and his deputies, with all due reve- 
rence in the diſcharge of the ſaid office. And, 
that, they readily. and thankfully pay unto him, 


his 


wi 1 
"his deputies, factors, or others in His name, all 
fees, rents and emoluments, pertaining, or which 
may pertain to the ſaid office, as they will an- 
ſwer the contrary at their peril, Provided al- 
ways, that he the ſaid PATRICK Chavrukd, 
ſhall not, in the diſcharge of his commiſſion, 
concern himſelf in the trade of his Majeſty S ſub⸗ 
jects of England. . . 
And his Majeſty hereby revokes and makes 
void all other grants of the ſaid office to all o- 
thers whatſoever, preceding the date hereof: 
And ordains theſe preſents to be extended in the 
moſt ample form, with all clauſes needful, and 
to paſs the ſeal aforeſaid, per ſaltum, without paſ- 
ſing any other ſeal or regiſter. For doing of which 
theſe preſents ſhall be fent to the Director of his 
Majeſty's Chancellary for writing the ſame, and 
to che Lord Keeper of the ſaid ſeal, for cauſing 
the ſame to be appended thereto, a ſufficient 
warrant, 
Given at his Majeſty's court at St. James's 
the 2oth day of March 1769, in the ninth 
year of his Majeſty” s reign, 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Theſe contain your Majeſty's warrant for a 
letter to be paſſed per ſallum, under the ſeal | 
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appointed to be made uſe of in place of the 


great ſeal of Scotland, upon the conſiderations 
above mentioned, nominating and appointing 
PaTRICK CravrunD, Eſq; during your Majeſ- 
ty's pleaſure only, to be Conſervator of the pri- 


vileges of your Majeſty's royal borroughs of 


Scotland at Campvere, and other places in Zea- 


land, or elſewhere in the United Provinces ; and 
alſo your Majeſty's Agent and Conſul there, for 


them; with power to him to appoint Deputies, 
with Clerks, Aſſeſſors, and all other Members of 
Court; with all dignities, fees and privileges 


pertaining to the ſame: Providing always, that 
he does not concern himſelf with the trade of 
your Majeſty's ſubjects of England: And your 


Majeſty revokes all former grants of theſe offices 


preceding the date hereof. 


{Signed) Roch * 


Copy 
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Copy 7 the Act of the Nya Borroughs of 
Scotland. 


In the General Convention of the Royal 

Borroughs of Scotland, holden at the: 

Burgh of Edinburgh, upon the eleventh 

day of July, one thouſand ſeven hundred 

and ſixty-nine years, by their Commiſ 
fioners therein conveened. 

HE which day, there was preſented and 

read to the Convention, a Memorial for 

PaTricx Cravruan, Eſq; repreſenting, that 

his Majeſty had been pleaſed to appoint him 

Conſervator of the Scotch Privileges in the Ne- 


therlands, in place of Joun Howe, Eſq; who 


formerly enjoyed that office. That the annual 
Committee had ordered his commiſſion to be re- 
corded in their books, leaving it to the conſide- 
ration of the Convention what further was necel- 
ſary to be done, with regard to his admiſſion to 
the office of Conſervator ; and hoping that the 


Convention would not only approve of his Ma- 


jeſty's commiſſion, but honour him with their 
Act and Commiſſion to the ſame effect, and fa- 
vour him with their inſtructions for- the due ex- 
ecution of the office; cauſe intimate the ſame to 


the Magiſtrates of Campvere in Zealand, and 


continue 
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continue with him the uſual allowance, and o- 
ther marks of honour enjoyed by his predeceſ- 


ſors in office, in order to enable him to ſupport 
the publick character of Conſervator of the 
Scotch privileges, in the Netherlands. Which 
being conſidered by the Convention, they ad- 
mitted and received the aforeſaid commiſſion un- 
der ꝑroteſtatian, that it ſhould not be prejudi- 


cial to any right, the Convention has to nominate 


and appoint a Conſervator of the faid Privileges. 
And the Convention nominated and appointed, 


and hereby nominate and appoint the ſaid Pa- 


TRICK. CRauruRD to be Couſery tor of their fajd 
Privileges; and granted, and. hereby grant to 
him, alt fees and emoluments belonging to the 
ſaid office, as the ſaid Jenx Home, held or en - 
joyed the.ſame from the Royal Borroughs, with 
the fame powers and authorities which were grant- 
ed to the ſaid Jonn Hows. Provided always, that 
the ſaid PATRICK. CRauruRD ſhall, within the 
ſpace of ſix months, appear before the Magif. 
trates of Campvere or Rotterdam, and accept of 
the ſaid office, make oath de deli adminiſtratione, 
and qualify himſelf by taking the oaths, 


(Signed) Jos. WILLIAMSON, 


75 C 
2 
5 
Toe 
2 
8 
N 
we. 
* 
1 
Ye. 
LS 
8 
2 
N. 


A 


$ 
n 
> yp Cay 4 
WT 7 
WE, 
5 
9 7 
MLS. 
n 
e 
1 
NES 
. tn} 
"= 
3F * rae" 
"a ih 
1 
9 
3 
43 {re es. 
” 3 85 
* * * 
MEI ; 
1 
r g 
TM 
7 
"Be 
5 ; 
Ig Woo 
— » 
75 3 f 
1 - 


Ns TT Re At ne 
2 "Ag . N * 
1 . 2 MINE. SERA 


D 2 

AA tb SDS. . 

r 
— my n 
RX 2 1 * 


n 
8 7 32 
5 . 2 FEY 
2 n % BE Won 
2 D ns MT 168 edt ey 
3 - r 7 . * 2 
Bengt 7 7 


PREFACE 


HE following account of the Scotch 
trade in the Netherlands, tracing 


it from a very early date, contains ſeveral 
papers, which ſo far as I know, have been 


hitherto confined to their original lan- 
' guage, and the M. S8. regiſters where 1 
found them. Gentlemen who have oppor- 


tunities of conſulting publick libraries and 
collections of records, to which I have no | 
acceſs, may no doubt find many curious 
pieces on this intereſting ſubject. 

Some of thoſe I have copied, tranſlated 
and inſerted, are taken from a large and 


valuable collection printed by Pieter Van- 
der Eyk, at Leyden, in the year 1753, pub- | 
| liſhed by Francis van Meires, under the 


title of Groot Charter Boek, &c. i. e. The 
great Charter Book of the Earls of Hol- 
land, Zealand, and W. Frieſland, begin- 


ning with the earlieſt letters, &c. concern- 


EB ing 
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nuary in the year 703, and ends 1299. 


from the year 1404 to 1436. Death pre- 
vented the laborious collector from con- 


ment is promiſed and &xpected. 3X 


ticulars relating to the Scotch trade, 1 am 


the United Provinces of the Netherlands, 
eſpecially Holland, from the moſt antient 


Was publiſhed in 1759. It is well known 


rians in the Republick. He publiſhed af- 
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ing theſe countries, and ending with the 
death of the Counteſs Jacobœa, in 4, vols. 
in folio. 


The firſt, of 619 pages, beanie Iſt Ja- 


The ſecond, 870 pages, from 1299 to 
1356. The third, 796 pages, from 1356 
to 1404. And the fourth, of 1088 pages, 


tinuing this uſeful work. A large ſupple- 


For ſome remarkable anecdotes and par- 


e 


indebted to the Hiſtory of Holland, &c. 
called 7, aderlandſebe H. orie ver vattende, 
Sc.. i. e. The hiſtory of the country, con- 
taining the moſt remarkable events in 


times, in 20 vols. 8vo, the laſt of which 


that the author was the late Mr. Wagenaar. 
He is reckoned amongſt the beſt hiſto- 


terward a 


- 


2 


3; ũ ECT 


terwards the Hiſtory of the city of Am- 
ſterdam, which J have likewiſe cited. 

There is a large Chronicle of Zealand 
by Smallegange, to which I frequently 
refer; from whence I have tranſlated the 
faple contract of the year 1612; it is not 
to be found in the Court or Conſervator's 
| Regiſter; ; and being more diſtinct and ex- 
7 plicit than any preceding this date, I 
1 thought it well deſerved a place here 
4 this is in French, but the reſt of the 
Chronicle is in Low- Dutch, 

Some other books are likewiſe referred 
to, which are better known to the Engl: h 
reader, and it is therefore needleſs to 
mention them more particularly. 

When the factors in Campvere applied 
to me in the year 1753, to give them 
what afliſtance 1 was able, in the affair of 
the porto francs, and the Contervator de- 
firing I would accept of a deputation from 


him, I took an opportunity of turning 
over the regiſters of what is called e Corr 


we of 


or Conſervator's Book, conliſting of a goed 
many volumes in folio, ſome of them very 
defective, 
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defettive, and in bad order; containing 
however valuable papers, in the old French, 
Dutch and Scotch languages---they coſt 
indeed a great deal of trouble to read, and 
are not eaſily tranſlated, conſidering how 
much the languages are changed 1 in the 
courſe of ſo many years. 

That theſe volumes may be more eaſily 
| conſulted, and the references I have made 
to them better underſtood, I took the 
trouble of marking the volumes with the 
letters A. B. C. D, &c. and to page every 
volume, which had never been done before. 
I likewiſe drew up an alphabetical index 
to the whole, which I have ſtill by me. 

The ſeveral ſtaple contracts I have given 
at full length, including the preſent ſub- 
fiſling contract, printed at Edinburgh, in 
1749, 66d; likewiſe to be found in Mr. 
Maitlana's Hiſtory of that city. Notwith- 
ſtanding there are many articles in them 
copied from one another, yet thoſe who. 
may be concerned in renewing or prolong- 
ing the contract, by having them fully 


before 


PREFACE. xy 


before them, may chuſe from each, what 
may 'be moſt uſeful and applicable to the 
intereſt and proſperity of the trade aud 
manufactures in Scotland. 

I might have enlarged the account of the 
porto franco, by inſerting ſeveral other 
original papers concerning that affair--- 
put from what 1 have related, the fatal 
influence it would have had upon the ſtaple 
trade i is abundantly evident, had it ſucceed- 
ed, which e no great penetration 
to comprehend. 

The papers which I drew up, and 
others T tranſlated on that occaſion, are 
marked in numbers referred to in the 
margin, ſome of them of conſiderable 

length; but to have inſerted them at large, 
would have ſwelled the work too much. 
L The patriotick zeal, and tender concern 

the magiſtrates of Campvere ſhewed at 
that critical time, for the intereſt and 
well-being of the inhabitants of their 
town, deſerve the higheſt commendations. 
And if theſe extracts I have given from the 
papers referred to, ſhall merit the attenti- 


On 


SY | 


Ds cher re 


vi FEET ACE 
en of the deputies of the royal burroughs 
in their convention, they will be fully 


convinced of an entire dependence to be 
made upon the fidelity, diligence, and at- 


tention of their contracting parties, in 


whatever can be reaſonably propoſed for 
the increaſe and encouragement of the ſta- 


ple trade. I thought it my duty likewiſe, 
to do that juſtice to the affectionate care 
and unwearied vigilance the magiſtrates 
diſcovered at this time; and that the ſame 


attention to the mutual intereſt of the con- 
tracting parties, may be relied on in time 


to come. 
If the trouble I "OBE taken in the fol ; 


lowing work ſhall be of any uſe to thoſe 


| awho are more eſpecially concerned in the 
Scotch ſtaple contract, I ſhall think it well 


beſtowed; hoping a candid conſtruction 


Will be put upon the ſincerity of my inten- 
tion, and a favourable allowance made for 


any miſtakes or overſights that may be ob- 


ſerved. I have no other apology to make; 


having done what lay in my power, to 
contribute ſomething to what I am per- 
{uaded 


Sk 


NE a © © XVII 


ſuaded might be of ſome ſervice to the in- 
habitants of the town, and the commu- 


* 


nity wherewith I am connected, and to 
the country of my nativity, which I freely 


undertook, and performed, according to 
my capacity, without fee or reward. 
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HE origin of the Scotch Trade in the 
Netherlands, it may be eaſily be- 
lieved, is very uncertain: the traffick be- 
tween the two countries being at firſt but 
inconſiderable, the articles few, and theſe 
1 probably of no great value, the tranſactions 
1 attending it were not committed to writ- 

ing, until that art was much improved, 
and became more general. By degrees 
trade likewiſe advanced, and as it deſerved 
from its importance, was brought to more 
regularity, and order; but even when it 
was found to be of conſequence enough to 
merit the publick attention, as of the 


greateſt ſervice for promoting the inte;cſt 
B and 
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Of the Scorch TRADE 


and reputation of the government, as well 


as of the inhabitants of the country, yet 


exact regiſters of its ſeveral branches, with 


the various circumſtances and alterations 


attending it, were not ſo early thought of ; 

and even when regiſters and writings con- 
cerning it became mere common, as they 
were found more ſignificant, many of them 
were loſt, many of them in places where 


_ acceſs is difficult, many thrown away, 


or deſtroyed as uſeleſs; and not a few 


wrote with bad ink, on the worſt of pa- 


per, and quite illegible. 

With regard to the hiſtory and antient 
ſtate of the Scotch commerce with Holland 
and Zealand, no great aſſiſtance is to be 


had where it might have been expected, 
if the regiſters of the royal burroughs begin 


only, as it is ſaid, about the year 1552: and 
for theſe of Campvere, as there is nothing 
to be found regularly recorded about it 
until the year 1612, little aſſiſtance can be 
had from them with regard to the ſtate of 
it ſeveral ages ago: but I have reaſon to 
believe, that there are many valuable do- 
cuments and authentick records, both con- 

—— firming 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


2 firming the antiquity, and proving the 
extent and value of this commerce, to be 

found in the city of Bruges in Flanders, 

- | if their publick offices were inquired into, 
= and examined. 

WE 8 There is indeed a large hiſtory of 3 
1 publiſhed ſome years ago, called Cronyt 
| van Vlanderen, &*c. i e. A chronicle of 
Flanders containing an exact and full ac- 
count of the moſt remarkable events of 
1 1 Flanders, and the neighbouring provinces, 
4 1 from the moſt antient times, until the 
ber 6745, primed in Brages in 2736, in 
ix volumes in folio. It is ſurpriſing where 
4 ſo much is ſaid concerning that city, there 
4 ſhould be little or no mention at all 
l 1 made- of the Engliſh or Scotch trade; 
there is o only an obſervation made on the 
neighbouring countries, which is not very 
conſiſtent with the general opinion of the 
ſtate of their commerce at that time, viz. 
in the year 1492: The trade of Flanders, 
* ſays the author, far ſurpaſſed the trade 
** of Holland and Zealand; theſe knew 
5“ nothing at all of the weſt and north; 
England and Scotland were only known 
2 
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N 


t to them. The principal towns of Zea- 


land were without walls and ditches, 
ſuch as Fluſhing; Midleburgh was a 
« ſtranger to trade; Armuyden a Fiſher 
% town, Tervere lately built by the fami- 
lt 0 ly of Borſclen.” From theſe words it 
cannot be inferred that the ſtaple contract 
1 between the burrougis of Scotland and 
T1006 the town of Campvere, is ſo antient as the 
| year 1444, as it is probable that the Scotch 
1 Trade was eſtabliſhed in Flanders before 
LR at time, and continued there many years 
| | x; after. T2 a 
WY hl It will appear from ſeveral papers inſert- 
0 cd below, that the trade between Scotland 
600 and Bruges has been of a longer ſtanding 
0 than in any other part of the Netherlands, 
I have given the copies of ſome original and 
well atteſted documents relating to this 
THR trade; ſome of theſe, fo far as I know, 
a were never before publiſhed, and many of 
108 them hitherto never tranſlated into Engliſh. 
it | There are many more papers of this kind, 
in places, and amongſt collections I have 
had no opportunity of conſulting. How- 
1 | Ever, theſe lollowing ] hope i in ſome mea- 
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jn the Nr TRERTAUDS. 
"Wore will help to give a more ditin& idea, 
of what is commonly called the Staple 
Frrade, than is generally done; and may be 
of ſome uſe in pointing out, what may 
5 be the advantages or diſadvantages natu- 
3 as attending it, and what amendments 
may be offered or found requiſite for the 
mutual intereſt of the parties concerned, 
when it ſhall be continued and renewed. 
2 have not given the papers omit 
om from the old F rench and Dutch, 
L in their original languages, as they are not 
1 z ſo generally underſtood, . but I have tran- 


XX ſcribed the Latin papers, and given the 
3 Engliſh tranſlation along with them, as 


3 ſome _ deſire to read them in 1 their ori- 
1 It; 18 Cell known that Florence the III. 


2 J Ear of Holland, Zealand and Weſt Frieſ- 


land, married Ada, ſiſter of William, com- 


1 fene called William the Lyon, King of 


F Scotland; this Earl died in the year 1190: 


Anderſ. 
Geneal. ta- 
bles, 592. 


4 4 | which marriage gave occaſion to his lineal 


heir, Florence the V. about a hundred 


3 5 4 years. thereafter, to go to England as 


I 1 | competitor for the crown of onal, 


0 5 
7 "BY 
9 N 


and 


in 1205, to claim the right of ſucceſſion 


1321. 


Charter 
Bock, Vol. 


II. p- 268. 


of Scotland, called William, ſucceedin = 


datus, 6th December, 1321. 
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and even the nephew of William king 
his brother Theodore; went to Scotland 1 


to the Crown, in caſe his uncle ſhould 1 
die without male iſſue. Whether the mar- 


riage of Florence III. and the alliance and 


affinity of his heirs to the royal family, 1 
and their pretenſions to the throne of 1 
Scotland, might have given the firſt en- 
couragement to the Scotch merchants to 
bring their goods to the Low Countries, 


under the countenance and protection of 


the Earls of Holland, who were at that 1 
time very opulent and powerful Princes, 
{ ſhall not offer to determine. = 

The paper of the oldeſt date I have 1 
found, giving the Scots permiſſion to trade TH 
in any part of their dominions, is the fol- 1 
lowing, which I give in the original Latin, 
and an Engliſh tranflation along with it. # 

* Commeatus quibuſdam Scotis a comite "= 


„Univerſis preſentes literas inſpecturis 
nie, &cc. Kee. 


: eine Sainct. Andree, cum üer koni- 
nibus ſubditis dom. reg. predicti, quos 
; ſecum duxerunt eligendos, veniendi, rede- 
du ndi, ſtandi ac mereandi ubique per terras 
otras et diſtrictas infra hinc et unum an- 
| num, omni mala occaſione remota, ſalvum 
Wet ſecurum concedimus, per preſentes 
- dantes, et univerſis ſinguliſque, juſtici- 
3 'r:is noſtris tenore preſenti in mandatis 
ZZ quatenus iifdem, per unum annum pre- 
= dictum, de falvo et ſecuri conductu pro- 
2X videant, ab omni injuria et moleſtia de- 
a © fendentes. Datum Zirickzee, in feſto 
beeati Nicolai. Which I have tranflated 
as follows : 

E | „A ſafe conduct granted to certain Scotſ- 
9 men, by the Earl, 6th December, '1321. 
=_ c To all who ſhall ſee or hear theſe pre- 


% We 


3322, 
0 > 


dear kinſman Robert Bruce, by the grace 


preſents granted to Stephen, called Four- 


and every one of our officers of juſtice, to 
provide and ſecure the ſaid ſaſe conduct 


from all injury and moleſtation whatſo- 3 


mentioned. Given at Zirickzee, the feaſt 
of St. Nicolas.” | 


in the Low Countries; ; there being no re- 
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% We at ta earneſt deſire of the wot 
illuſtrious and excellent prince, our "cit i 


of God, King of Scotland, have by theſe 


bour, burgheſs of Berwick, and Thomas, 
called Well, burgeſs of St. Andrews, 1 
with four of the above-mentioned King's S 
ſubjects, whom they have choſen and 
brought along with them ; the freedom of 7F 
coming, going, continuing and remaining, 
any where within our territories and diſ- 
tricts, from the date hereof, for the ſpace 3 
of one year, void of all fear or diftarbance, x 
ſafe and free ; and we hereby charge all | 5 


9 


ever, for the ſpace of one year above- F 


This patent is probably given by Wil- 
liam, Earl of Holland, who died in the 
year 1337, and ſeems to be granted when 
the Scotch trade was not much advanced | _ 
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| 2 2 this kind, of an earlier date. What en- 
F couragement this liberty gave to the traffick 
7 from dcotland does not appear; but about 
5 . two years thereafter, there was pcrmiffion 
1 given the Hollanders by King Robert, to 
| trade in his dominions, the tenor whereof 
= follows: 


; 4 bus probis hominibus ſuis, ad quos pre- 
ſentes litere pervenerint, ſalutem. Sciatis 
UN quod- conceſſimus et concedimus, per pre- 
| ſentes, omnibus mercatoribus de dominio 
terrarum Dom. Wilhelmi comitis Hanonie, 
Fol! andie, Zelandie, ac Dom. Friſie, qui 
ad regnum noſtrum, ſeu infra potentiam 
0 cum mercandiſiis ſuis venire vo- 
luerint, quod libere ingreſſum et egreſſum 
E habeant, infra omnes partes, et recepta 
1 regni noſtri ubicunque iptis contigerit ap- 
pllicare, volentes quod ipſi cum navibus et 
| E omnibus bonis ſuis, honerifice receptan- 
tur et de mercandibis ſuis ſecundum leges 
ay & conſuetudines Regni noſtri, libere diſ- 
ponere permittantur. Volumus etiam quod 
ipſi mercatores, pro nullis debitis alienis, 
| 1 | neque 


ference to any Letters Patent, or permiſſions 1321 


« Robertus D. Gr. Rex: Scotorum, omni- 1323 


1 T 


J 
{ 
| 
' 
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1323. 
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neque pro ſuis debitis propriis, in perſonis 
aut rebus aliquatenus arreſtantur, quare 
firmiter prohibimes, ne quis contra hne 
conceflionem, ipſos vexare, gravare, ſeu 
inquietare preſumat, fuper noſtram ple- 


nariam foris facturam. In cujus rei teſti- 
monium has lite ras noſtras pro voluntate 


noſtra, duraturas fieri ſecimus. Datum 


apud Apder Alberbrochoter, decimo die 
Auguſti, anno regni noſtri octavo deci- 


3” 


mo. 1. Ss 


Robert by the grace of God, King of the 


Scots, to all his faithful ſubjects to whom 


it known that we have granted, and by 


theſe preſents do grant, to all merchants, 


from the dominions of William Earl of 


Hainault, Holland, Zealand and Lord of 


Weſtfrieſland, who ſhall come to our king- ? 
dom, or under our juriſdiction, with their 
merchandize, a free ingreſs and egreſs, to 1 
any part of our kingdom, wherever they 1 
pleaſe to land: willing that they with | 
their ſhips and goods, may be honourably . 
received; and freely permitted to diſpoſe of 1 
their goods according to the laws and 

cuſtoms il 


—— 


— 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


feuſtoms of our kingdom. We will like- 
wiſe; that the ſaid merchants ſhall not be 
er either in their perfons or goods, 
WT either for their own debt, nor for the 
debt of others. And we hereby ſtrictly 
4 order that none preſume to vex, grieve, or 
i Tac them, contrary to this our grant, 

under pain of being proſecuted by us 
Tz therefore. In teſtimony whereof, we have 
| ante the aforeſaid permiſſion, to conti- 
7 nue during our good pleaſure, at Aber- 


— N 5 4 
Shs. e 

Ju r 2 
* Us 4 


x | brothick the 1oth day of Auguſt, and of 


our reign the 18th year.” 

| Such permiſſions granted by the Sove- 
EZ reigns of both countries, were no doubt, a 
great encouragement to their mutual trade; 
and about this period, ſeems to be advan- 
cing to a more firm and laſting eſtabliſh- 
ment. The Engliſh trade however, to the 


of the fixed or ſtaple trade, was much ear- 


lier than this period, which it may not be 
improper to take a more particular view 


1 19 9 
of, as it became afterwards the pattern of 


Netherlands. | 
The 


| Low Countries, which laid the foundation 


4 the Scoch trade and priviledges | in the 


1323. 


0 
— 4 ——— — —— 
n : — ee an 


12 
1323. 


Vad. Hiſt. 
v. 1. p. 246 
Amian. 
Marc. 

lib. 17. 


ib. 437. 


when Julian the Emperor, well known 
Ships to be built, to bring corn from Eng- 
land From ſuch a number i it may be pre- 


is 2 quarrel taken notice of between Charles 


land, whoſe trade with England was even 
then very conſiderable. But the difference | + 


Edward the I. prohibited the exportation 
of wool in the year 1274, being at war 
| with Flanders. Holland and Zealand were 
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The Low Conttticy trading to England, 
is carried up by ſome to the year 358, 


by the name of Apoſtate, ordered 800 


ſumed that the trading veſſels of that ape 
were very ſmall. In the year 791, there 


the great and Offa king of Mercia, which 


was a great injury to the merchants 1 in Hol- 


beiny made up, Charles promiſed protec- 
tion to the Engliſh merchants, who might 
freely come and carry on their buſineſs in 
his dominions ; and if they ſhould be any 
ways oppreſſed or ill-uſed, upon applying to 
him they ſhould have juſtice done them. 


extremely ſenſible of the loſs they ſuſtain- 
ed thereby: in order to make good their 
damage they fitted out fourteen privateers, 
called lagen, which did the Londoners 

much 


in the NETHERLANDS: 


nuch hurt. This is the firſt time mention 
1 is made of the Zealand privateers, which 


FEdward and Florence the V. came to a 


U better underſtanding in a few years: the 


| king of England gave his daughter in 
marriage to John the earl's ſon, and in the 
1 year 1285, there was a treaty of com- 
merce concluded between the two ſove- 
1 | reigns, giving a mutual freedom to trade 
to both countries; the ſtaple port of wool 
was ſettled at Dort; the Hollanders, Zea- 


landers and Friſians, had the liberty of 


fing at Yarmouth, upon the coaſt of 
England, ratified by king Edward's letters, 
F | 28th September, 1295. The former of theſe 
WE dates is the earlieſt I have found making 
mention of the ſtaple port; and the latter, 


che Dutch. The Staple Trade from this time, 
between England and Holland, became the 


common ſtile. Some differences amongſt 
0 merchants, in the year 1325, were refer- 


ſtaple of England — majori mercatorum de 
ſtapula. e 


I thall 
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were better known in after ages. But 


red to Richard of Betoyne, maſter of the 


ib. 53. 


of the freedom of the herring fiihery granted 


— —]— —— 
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32. 


Tegen. 


Werdig. 
Staat van 
Holland, 


V. 4. p. 327. 


Orotius 


. Holland. 


216. 


_ Gloſiar. 
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J ſhall take this opportunity of moking N 


a remark upon the meaning of this phraſe, 


555 1 
Hh 


op 
= 


1 1 
which is at preſent commonly uſed and 


00 


applied to certain ſpecified articles ' of | % 


merchandiſe: Some take the word Staple 1 
to be French, others Dutch or Anglo- 4% 
Saxon; according to others it is derived 3 
from the Latin. From theſe different 2% 
opinions, Staple, is ſaid in the Anglo- 
Saxon to mean a market; and in that lan- 2% 
guage, the ſtakes or poles which are uſed 1 
to ſupport tents or booths in public markets 
are called ſtaples. The word Szaple in low 
Dutch, means goods lying in heaps which 


are to be ſold, from whence twenty pieces 


of large ſilver coin are to this day, called 7p 
in that language a Staple. It is pretended b 
likewiſe that this word derives its original 
from the Latin Rlabulum. But whatever * 
may be the fountain from which this Þ 
phraſeis deduced, it means at preſent certain 9 
commodities or mercantile goods, the pro- 7 | 
duct or manufacture of particular countries, 8 
brought under ſpecified laws or regulations L 
of export and import, agreed upon be- 1 
. tween i2 ; 


SES . 
1442. A 


5 
e 


— — boon beet 
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4 ween different kingdoms, Rates or com- 
+ Þonwealths, | 
he town of Dort had the priviledge 
| what is called a ſtaple port, ſo ancient 
W; a the year 1299; which was by a ſpecial 
hays John the firſt Earl of Holland; 
2 hereby they had the power of ſtopping 
ood paſſing by their town, and ordering 
a hem to be landed, and detaining them for 
4 certain limited number of days, that they 


| Wold within the ſpecified time, they mighr 
pe tranſported to any other place: but if 


to the town. This remarkable priviledge, 
4 beneficial to Dort, was frequently com- 
ge of by other trading towns; not- 


renewed to that ide Barls of ol 
WT priviledges retained by it to this day. 


E permiſſion to the Hollanders and other 


ed; 


234 


3 
„ EN 


might be offered to public ſale; and if not 


Told, they were liable to pay a certain duty 


Tp tanie of which, it was many times 


= ſubjects of the Earl, to come and trade 
freely in Scotland; but it does not appear 
how long this good underſtanding continu - 


15 


1323. 


Tegen wor- 
dig, St. van 
Holland, 

4. 327. 


"ay and there are ſome remains of theſe 


T have mentioned above, King Robert's 


16 


1327. 


which happened at Midleburgh, the friend- = Y 


Ch. B. v. 2. 
P. 433. 


Earl's reach, were obliged to pay the cre- | i 


age, of which many examples may be given, | 


juſt, and neceſſary, for the ſecurity of per- Wl 
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ed; only in the year 1327, by an accident] 1 


1 3 


ſhip between the two countries was inter- 
rupted. A Scotch merchant, incapable of 7h 


paying his debt, was put in priſon there ; ie 


whereupon William Earl of Holland, gave e 
orders to arreſt all Scotch men's effects % A 
be found in Midleburgh, the debtor hav- E 
ing eſcaped ; thoſe who had the misfor-| f . 
tune of being his countrymen, within the 3 5 
ditors, although they had no eee I 
with him. Acts of ſeverity and injuſtice : 
of this kind were not uncommon in that "= 


and ſome will be found below: and to pre- 
vent ſuch unjuſtifiable and arbitrary pro- 
ceedings, when ſtaple contracts took place 
in after times, they found it reaſonable, | 


ſonal freedom and property, that every e 
individual ſhould only be anſwerable for | . 
himſelf, and not for others, with whom WM 
he was under no bond, or ſpecial ties : 
accordingly there is an article of this kind 3 
which ſtands to this day i in the ſtaple con- 1 
5 tract, 9 | 


IF LO Tet - 
9 . 


TIN 

AY 
2 4 
* 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


jp Fre, art. 11, * That no perſon who may 
. Pe guiltleſs and innocent, ſhall for the of- 


4 Fence, guilt or fault of any other, be in any 


* in perſon or goods for another.“ 
4 hot be very agreeable to King Robert, eſ- 


Favourable and friendly protection he had 


5 Jade for ſome time with Scotland; for 


give ſpecial grants and protections to ſeve- 


5 20S» 


| to come and trade freely in their domini- 
. promiſing them all manner of ſafety 
upon paying the regulated duties and cuſ- 
roms: Theſe patents to continue only 
during their good pleaſure. Upon ſuch 


Pruſſia, Germany, Portugal, and other 


5 's territories, which were even then 


8 rays arreſted in his perſon or goods, ex- 
4 Ep he ſhall be found bound and obliged 


This act of the Earl of Holland could 
5 when it 1s compared with the 


ante to the Dutch about four years be- 
fore; and this probably interrupted the 


Phe Earls of Holland were -pecuſtormnil to 


; bal nations, encouraging and inviting them 


conditions the merchants in Weſtphalia, 
E were allowed to trade in the 


0 large and opulent. Upon the ſame 
E | | D footin 8 


19 


327 


Ch. B. 


vol. 2. 
637 

vol. 3. 
823. 
535 Kc. 
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footing the Scotch were promiſed the ſame 


turbances both in Scotland and Holland, 
after the death of K. Robert Bruce, in the 


pily turned mad, when Albert his bro- ; 


between the Hookſe and Cabillauſche, | 


greateſt diſorder and confuſion. If it is 
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1 1 
favours and privileges; but as 1 already 


obſerved, poſſibly the civil wars and dit- 1 5 


tioned in 1345, put a ſtop to the com- 4 
merce between the Scotch and Hollanders 
for ſometime, as I have not found any pa- 


tent granted by the Earls for a conſidera- 
ble number of years following. I ſhall * 
only obſerve, that William the V. unhap- 


ther was made regent in the year 1358; | 
and ſucceeded to all his dominions when 
William died in 1377. I muft obſerve f 
likewiſe, that William the IV. dying in 
1345, was ſucceeded by his ſiſter Marga- " 
ret, when the fatal and bloody quarrels, 1 3 


broke out in 1349 ; the former eſpouſed 5 
her intereſt and the latter that of her ſon, 
which threw the whole country into the 


for this reaſon, that for many years fol- 
lowing, we find no more protection given 
to 


- 


> 
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4 to the Scots to come and trade amongſt 1271 


Whew, I (hall not take upon me to deter- 
ine: be that as it will, I ſhall inſert 


j he following patent given by the with 


5 ith the Engliſh tranſlation : 
= <© Albertus-D. Gr. omnibus et gagulari⸗ 


1 Wbus baillivis, judicibus, civitatibus et 
7 Ch. B. vol. 


communitatibus, commitatum et dominii 
&. revictorum, ad quos preſentes litere per- 
Wrenerint ſalutem. Sciatis quod ſuſcepi- 


1 


4 us ad ſalutem et ſecurum conductum, 
3 1 pmnes et lingulos mercatores, naucleros, 


et naves, regni Scotie, ſalve veniendi in- 


Zo 


| fra dominia noſtra, ubicunque voluerint, 
z cum ſuis navibus et bonis quibuſcunque, 
0 ſecure morandi, et pro voluntate ſua rede- 
ondi, quere firmiter prohibemus, ne 
quis dictis mercatoribus, naucleris, eorum 
navibus, aut mercandis quibuſcunque, 
Nveniendis mercando, aut redeundo, ma- 
lum, moleſtiam, aut injuriam, damp— 
num, impedimentum aliquid, ſeu grava- 
men, in perſonis, navibus, five rebus 
auibuſcunque, inferre preſumat, ſub pena 
omnium qui erga nos amitti potuerint, 
gauoquo modo: Ita tamen quod bene ac 


pacifice 
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ram, aut comitatus noſtros, prejudicum 3 


Hagbam, 17 e Martii An. LXXI-” 


ſundry bailiffs, judges, cities, and com- | 
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pacifice ſe habeant; nec quidquid in ter- 5 3 


cedere pojerit, Wen vel attemptarent ; 
. 


ges, et comm unitatus e con Sie 1 
Ames, ſolveant debite ut debeant. u F 


N 


Albert by the Grace of God, to all and 


munities, of the territories and dominions | | | 
aforeſaid, to whom theſe letters hall 3 
come, greeting. Know ye that we have Wl 
taken under our ſafe and ſecure reotection, 4 
all and ſundry merchants, ſhipmaſters, 1 
and ſhips belonging to the kingdom of if I | 
Scotland, that they may ſafely come to 
any part of our dominions, wherever they T 
pleaſe, with their ſhips and any goods RF | 
whatſoever, and may ſafely ſell the ſame, | 1 
traffick, and return. And we hereby pro- = 
hibit all miſchief, trouble, injury, da- 
mage, iP 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


age, impediment, or any grievance to 1372 | 
Nee done to them, in their perſons, ſhips, 


or any of their goods whatſoever; under 
che penalty that theſe ſo doing ſhall loſe 
all that is in our power to take from them 
any manner of way. It being always un- 


derſtood, that they ſhall behave themſelves 


1 


= orderly, and peaceably, neither commit- 
ing, or attempting to commit any thing 
3% prejudicial to our country or territories z 
and that they ſhall trade, in legal and un- 
IT prohibited goods; and that they ſhall pay 
whatever duties or cuſtoms the ſaid goods 
* are liable to, according to the laws and 
1 ſtatutes of our country. In teſtimony 


whereof we have ordered to affix our ſeal 


to theſe preſents, to remain in force for 
ten years after the date hereof. Given at 
the Hague the 11th March 1 371. 


From the above it is evident, that the 


1 Scotch merchants, in the ſame manner as 
bother foreigners, were only permitted for 
alimited time to trade in the Netherlands, 
at the Earl's good pleaſure, and that they 
were obliged to pay the legal cuſtoms and 
duties, and ſubject to the laws of the coun- 
try. 


— 4 * —— — —— —U— CY 
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try. It is not improbable, that many of | 1 
the privileges they obtained by degrees = 
afterward, were derived from, and in imi- 


NG 


tation of the peculiar freedoms and immu- 


nities given by theſe Earls of Holland to 


the Engliſh ; whoſe trade, eſpecially the 


wool, was of vaſt benefit to the manufacto- 
ries of the low countries; and on that ac- 
count they were more favoured and en- 


couraged than other nations. There is a 


grant by the above- named Albert, 6th Ja- 
nuary 1382, ſettling the Engliſh ſtaple of | 
wool at Midleburgh and Zirickzee, free- | 
ing them from paying cuſtom, toll, or 


gabel, except, 10 grott (5. ſt.) for every 
Scarpeligier (Serplith) of wool, which 
they were obliged to pay at Dort likewiſe. 


At the ſame time, the Engliſh merchants. 
were allowed the liberty of chuſing from 


among themſelves, what were called go- 
vernors and other officers, who ſhould be 
authorized to decide all differences and 


diſputes amongſt themſelves, concerning 2 


their trade; but breach of the peace and 


criminal actions were to be tried and judg- 


ed according to the laws of the country, 
under 


> 0M 
RES 
5 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


\ 


*s Ender FO dominjon of the Earl of Hol- 
q Hand. It ought likewiſe to be obſerved, 
That theſe privileges were not eſtabliſhed 
pr fixed upon the idea or notion of a mu- 
Tual contract between two contracting 
» independent powers; for they were 
restricted as to the number, the nature, 


| 1 


. continuance of them, to the ſole will 


and pleaſure of the Earls of Folland, who 
BSW to themſelves a time limited, 
1 '$ the eel of Sages them when they 


3 we was improved in ; Eogland, Or as 


the fabrics and manufactories in Flanders, 
Holland and Zealand were augmented and 
enlarged; for in the year 1386, there is 


added to the liſt of ſtaple goods, lead, 


cloth and flagſtones, which had not been 
mentioned in former patents in favours of 


| Midleburgh. The Engliſh trade in that city 


W {ccms to have been very flouriſhing about 


this time, and for ſeveral years thereafter, 


Jas may be ſeen from numbers of letters of 


he Sly of Holland, to be found as re- 
4 ferred 
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trade and commerce. 


lands, I hope it will not be eſteemed fo: 


nexion of the account of the progreſs of 
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ferred in the margin. A permiſſion to trade 


became by degrees mutual between Eng- 


land and Holland as appears by many ſpe- 
cial grants from their Kings, particularly 
from Henry IV. in the year 1406, per- | 
mitting the merchants in Holland, Zea- 


land, Brabant, and Flanders, to trade in 


England, with full liberty and freedom, al- 
lowing them the ſame, or like privileges 


his ſubjects had in the low countries, and 


of chuſing their own governors, with 


powers to decide all quarrels and diſputes E 


amongſt themſelves relating to their own v 


Before I proceed to give a further ac- 
count of the Scotch trade in the Nether- 


reign to the ſubject, that I ſhould lay be- = , 
fore the reader ſo much of the genealogy 1 
of Albert formerly mentioned, and his 

ſucceſſors to his dominions, as the con- 


this trade in theſe countries ſeems to re- 
quire. | 
Albert was ſucceeded by his ſon Wil- 
lam VI. married to a daughter of Philip 
| 1 8 5 the 


in the NETHERLANDS: 


7 e bold, Duke of Burgundy, by whom he 


Pear following by the bite of a mad dog. 
r of Burgundy obtained by his wife, 
Plauder Artois, Mecklin, and Antwerp; 3 
The died in 1404, and left to his ſon, John, 
ale the intrepid, Burgundy, French 


Comte, Flanders, Antwerp and Mecklin; 


Ihe was killed by the duke of Orleans' do- 


Leeb, in preſence and by order of 


che Dauphin, in the year 1419. His ſon 
vas Philip the good, ſo called from his 
= in ranſoming the duke of Or- 
Weans, long detained a priſoner in England; 

; be took poſſeſſion of Holland, Zealand, 
F rieſland, and Hainault of which Jacobæa 
3 was declared heireſs by him 1433. But 
ſhe fornd herſelf fo involved by the enraged 
W factions of thoſe times, that the earn 


married her aunt Margaret: he died in 


3 bold, who by his death 1 in 1477, left his 
Water Mary heireſs to all his domini- 


E Auſtria, 


Whad a daughter; Jacobea, whora he declared 
» heireſs in the year 1416, and died the 


ed all her dominions to Philip, who had 


1467, and was ſucceeded by Charles the 


ons: ſhe married Maximilian Duke of 


* 
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Auſtria, thereby uniting the moſt conſide- 
rable part of the Netherlands to that fa- 3 
mily ; ſhe died 1483. Har ſon Phi- =o 2 
lip the TI. of Auſtria, married Joanna 2 


Ferdinanda, daughter to the King of Spain. 9 . 


Charles the V. was the ſon of "his mar- 
riage, born 1500: became emperor of fl 


Germany, King of Spain,. and Sovercign 5 a 
of the Netherlands; theſe laſt he i 5 
to his ſon Philip the II. of whom men- '# 1 
tion ſhall. be made hereafter. 2 7 
John, the intrepid, Duke of Burgundy 
above-named, was at great pains to draw 
foreigners to his dominions en account «(ll 9 
trade and merchandiſe, which he aug- I | 
mented to a much greater extent than 3 4 
had been before his time. He was partt- 1 
cularly fond of the town of Bruges, being 
conveniently fituate for a quick and eaſy : 
communicatien with the neighbouring 
places in Flanders. For this reaſon he W | 
gave a more ample and explicite permiſ- 
tion to the Scotch,, to come and carry 2 
on their mercantile buſineſs, than had 
been given by any of his peter F 
which will be belt illuſtrated by the fol- 4 
doo 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


ne tranſlation of the Duke's grant, as 
4 is in French, in the regiſter of the 


Court book, being of the earlieſt date of 


N £6 

5 65 
2 
. 
en 


the original language, according to the 

ipelling and phraſcology of that age, but 

9 give it as I have i it, in the follow- 

8 in g manner: 

0 F John, Duke of Burgundy, Earl of 
& F landers, Artois, Burgundy, Palatin, Lord 


'F Salines, &c. 
1 c We for the common and evident 


of Flanders, whereby our ſaid country is 
brought to better order, and preſerved in 


*X babitants thereof; have, by the good 
council and advice, mature delibera- 


WW 200d friends the Burgomaſters and Sche- 


and agreed, conſent, ratifie, and agree, 
for ourſelves and for our heirs, to all mer- 
| chants 


r 
Fe 
ine 


5 recorded. I ſhall not tranſcribe it in 


profit, multiplication, augmentation, and 
increaſe of the merchandiſe of our country 


a ſituation more pioper for the benefit, 
maintenance, and government of the in- 
en nd bumble fupplication, of our 


W pens of our city of Bruges, and from 
W our regard for them, conſented, ratified 


2] 


Reg. A. 
No, 1, 


1407. 
Reg. A. 
F. 1. 
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and merchandiſe freely and peaceably, 


within our Earldom and country of Flan- 
ders, without any diſtarbance, or hin- 


1. The foreſaid merchants, and every mh 
one of them, may come wi h their perſons, 
5 goods and effects, and report their goods 


chants of the kindom of Scotland, Who 
ſhall come to, and frequent our ſaid coun- 7 
try of Flanders, the priviledges and im- . 
munities according to the particulars and | 
articles following: 


drance, on paying to us and others, the 2! 
regulated tolls and other accuſtomed du- 


ties: and immediately upon their arrival, 


or entry in the Swine, in Sluys, or any 
other part of our ſaid country of F landers, ; 7 
we have received and taken, and by t theſe 


preſents, do receive and take them, under 1 
our ſafe and en eee and pro- 


tection. 


„ Ttem. That the ſaid merchants and 1 


ſubjects of the kingdom of Scotland, im- 1 


mediately upon their arrival and entring the 


ſaid port of the Swine, or any other port, 


may come aſhore in any place they pleaſe, Wl 


providing they fall nei! her load with, nor 


wnload 


1 
7. 3 0 


7 


e 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


| F nload their ſhips and veſſels, of any 


Woods and merchandite, but only at the 


1407. 


Bas, and other ordinary places, except- 
ing however, proviſion for the mainte- 


nance of the ſalors and merchants belong» 

Sing to the ſaid ſhips and veſlels. 
z “ Item, That the ſaid merchants and 
4 bens in loading and unloading their 


Less and merchandiſe into, or out of the 
ſaid veſſels, may place the ſaid ſhips and 
. ſide to fide, the one by the other, or 
in ro vs abreaſt of one another, to ſuch a 
number as ſhall ſeem proper to them, not 


. the number four. 


Item. When it happens that the ſaid 


4 1 from the ſea coaſt thereof, and afterwards 


4 that is put into the ſaid ſhips and veſſels, 
1] and licewiſe ſuch duties as are always 


by ſtreſs of weather, or any other cauſe, 
are forced to return to the ſaid port again, 


and if they ſhall take in other goods and 


merchandiſe beſides the firſt cargo to the 
(aid ſhips and veſſels, that they may free- 


8 | merchants with their ſhips and goods de- 
part from our ſaid country of Flanders, and 


B do ſo, upon paying the full tolls of all 


uſual 
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uſual and cuſtomary to be paid, by ll 
other merchants coming to, and eden +5 e 
ing the ſaid ports. And likewiſe that they 3 
may put out of one veſſe! into another, a az 
part of their goods, if they find em. f 
ſelves deeply loaded, but not to ſell the 
ſame: always without prejudice to the 
Staple duties of Bruges. Z 1 
Item. That the ſaid merchants may have 9 
certain commiſſaries, who ſhall be bebt A K 
ed by us, to whom we ſhall give power and {4 
authority, to proſecute, require, demand, 7 
or defend, the goods of theſe merchant, | A 3 
and ſubjects, for and againſt all, accord- ET 
ing to the laws and cuſtoms of this coun- | J ; 
try, through all the cities and ports, with- | . 
in our country of Flanders, and likewiſe 
in our other territories adjoined to this our | 7 [ 
country of Flanders, providing the ſaid 4 , 
commiſſary or procurater ſhall have a ſuf- Þ , 
ficent commiſſion from the King of 'Scot- 
land, ſo to act; and that he ſhall be obli- : 
ged to procduce the ſame to us or our 5 : 
council. fy 4 
© Item. On account of what is above | n 
mentioned, we wlll, that the aid com- | | 
5 miffary | 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


| pi be favourably and amicably receiv- 
1 d and entertained, as to his office in pro- 
3 Ping the ſaid cauſes before our judges or 
Tbbecds agreeably to the laws of our coun- 
* aforeſaid, and that juſtice ſhall be done 
1 giving him the greateſt diſpatch which 
: Can be given in conſiſtency with ſuch 
1 avs as ſhall be made by the King of 
q ſcotland providin g always, that theſe laws 
; Wall not be prejudicial unto us, and to 
pur ſubjects, or contrary to the ordinances 
4 Lad ſtatutes made, or to be made there- 
Fe \ 


gaccuſed by any of our officers of our ſaid 
country of Flanders, on account of any 


cCuſtom, or ordinance made, or to be made 


by us, according to the laws of ſaid country, 


6 

* * A 

5 4 

3 7 
— ＋ : 

7 

: i 


4 © Theſe privileges and articles above- 
e as they are declared and ex- 
bpreſſed, we conſent unto, ratifie, and a- 
gree, 


oe” be under the ſame protection with 
nd other merchant frequenting our coun- 
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ties, and liberties, granted by our prede- 


lawful debts and legal duties. 
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gtee, that they ſhall belong to the faid | 
merchants of the kingdom of Scotland: 
ds likewiſe all other privileges, immuni- 


cefſors, or by ws, to any perſon. whatſo. 
ever, before the date of theſe preſents, 9 7 


preſerit privileges, we conſent for our- | 3 Z 
ſelves, and our heirs, that the ſaid mer- 


forty days running, to fell and diſpoſe of 1 
their goods, and to depart from our ſaid 
Earldom, and country in ſafety with their 
effects and merchandiſe, without any lett 
or hindrance from us, on paying their 


"65 
2932 
ow 


* And if theſe articles in time to come; 4 6 


ſhall either be further limited, or more | 3 


1 


fully enlarged; we reſerve to us, or our 
ſucceſſors, the Counts or Counteſſes «| | 
Flanders, the interpretation, declaration, 1 
or determination of the ſame. Giving 1 | 
commandment by theſe preſents to our l 
bailiffs and ſcout (juſticiary officers) of 5 
Bruges, to our bailiffs of Zant, and Sluys, 2 1 


n 1 

"oO 

7 4 
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nd to all other our juſticiary officers, and 


ubjects, of our faid Earldom, and coun- 
ry of Flanders, and to their deputies 


Mpreſent and to come, and to each of them; 


f A e permitted to uſe and enjoy theſe pri- 


the form and tenor herein declared and 


Eontrary, Which privileges we will, 


Ws or our ſucceſſors, the Counts or Coun- 
eſſes of Flanders. 


N Forever eſtabliſhed, we have cauſed ſeal 


theſe preſents, faving in all things our 
0 5 Wrights and privileges as Counts. 


fand Sept. Monſr. the Duke and Sauls pre- 


1 © This found in the 1 of the city 
| Z Por en called the Black Book, lying 
4 Jin the Greffie (ſecretaries office) of the 
2 50 eity, by me. fic. ſub, Jo. Groote. 

5 F The 


hat the ſaid merchants of Scotland, may 
Prileges ſafely and peaceabiy according to 


contained, without permitting, or ſuffer= 
ng any diſturbance or hinderance to the 


all continue, until they are recalled. by 


And that this may be confirmed, and 


* Given in our town of Ipres, the laſt 
. of April, the year of God M YCCCC 
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. III. (formerly called John) ſuſpect- 1 


continue in his regency till his death in 
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The King of Scotland by the abo ll 
was to give his commiſſion to the com- 4 


Scotch nation, according to the laws and YN 


cuſtoms of Flanders ; and the continuance = 
of the privileges the Scotch ſhould en joy, 2 4 4 
was during the pleaſur e of the Duke or 1 
bis ſucceſſors. I ſhall obſerve likewiſe," 1 


by 

#7: 
67 
5 


15 


that Scotland at this time was under che A 
regency of Robert, Duke of Albany, uncle? 1 
to James the I. whom his father, Re | 4 


9 
5 * 


ing his brother's treachery and cruelty to 
his ſon, ſent to France, both for his ſafe 
ty and inen: but the Prince wall 
he continued Prin years: his father 
died ſoon after, in 1406, of grief, which 
gave Robert, this Duke of Alban) 
James's uncle, freedom to mantain and 


the year 1420. 1 
The town of Bruges loſt no time in 
accepting of, and confirming the Earl oe 
Flanders' permiſſion to the Scotch mer-ſi 1 

chants} 


* 
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1 hants, as appears from the following 

; aper communicated to me at Camp- 
ere, of which I ſhall give a tranſla- 
Won, as it is not to be found in 


vs 
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Fac as I have found, the firſt time the 
1 Þonſervator is mentioned, as the title of 
3 is office, relating to the Scotch Trade; 
Iimoſt an hundred years before that office, 
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hence it would appear, that this title given 


Netherlands. Be that as it may, the act 
nd deed of the town of Bruges is intitu- 
Privilegia conceſſa Scotis per dns. (do- 
8 minos) leſtrugis; it is in F rench, I have 
1 tranſlated it as follows: 

A A tous ceulx quii ces preſentes let- 
45 res verront ou ouirant, eſchevins et Conſrs. 


ae la ville de Brugis, ſalut, &c.“ 


a eheſe preſent letters, the ſchepens and 
. of the city of Bruges, greeting; 
e it known to all men, that we, in the 


. "1 
N * 


3 e regiſter of the Sotch Court, and ſo 


nder this deſignation, is found in the 
1 dcotch acts of Parliament; and from 


Ine office ever ſince, is derived from the 


= * To all theſe who may ſee or hear 


year 
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tember, having ſeen and conſidered certain 


Knight, Vicompt of Perth, Mr. William | : 
dela Wedre, Doctor of Law, and | 
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FOE of God 1408, the 1 2th day of Sep- 1 [2 


letters patent, ſealed with the ſeal of the 4 
town of Bruges, the tenor apes fol- 
lows: 1 
„To all who mall fee or hear ches f 4 
preſents, the burgomaſters, ſchepens, coun- | 1 | 
WN of the city of Bruges greeting: 

That whereas the merchants of the | ö 
kingdom of Scotland, who uſe to traffick 


1 
F618 


in, and frequent the country of Flanders, nv 
1 1 ; 
have made ſeveral complaints of grievan- 


(3s Fe 


3 


ces, to the moſt high and powerful Prince, "0 
the Duke of Albany, governour of the # % 
King of Scotland; the faid Duke and | 1 
other Lords of the grand council of the 1 
ſaid kingdom, have com iſſioned to the 
moſt illuſtrions Lord and Prince, the Z 


Puke of Burgundy, and ta the good peo- 3 


ple of the town of Bruges, certain noble 
and diſcreet perſons, Walter Seelwaert, 


Arch Deacon of Lowden, John Gille, and 
John Lethe, Gentlemen, Ambaſſadors | 
from the ſaid government of the kingdom 


* 2 a 25 44; 
PE; b* x 


ö 


in the NETHERLANDS, 

4% f Scotland, in order to procure, and ob- 
Pin from our moſt high (tres redoublꝭ) lord, 
nd prince, and the good people of the 


5 doints, which the ſaid merchants ſay they 
4 Ire aggrieved with, in the ſaid country of 
4 landers, contrary to their privileges and 
he ancient cuſtoms and uſages of the ſaid 


Purgomaſters of our ſaid city, an expli- 
ation of ſome points and articles, which 


bf all doubt, and obſcurity, or mo 
| ment, for the time to come. 
pghee it therefore known: That we con- 


ſenting to the declaration concerning the 
1 privileges, uſages, and cuſtoms, of the 
aid merchants of Scotland, whom we ſhall 


| . id and aſſiſt, to have theſe inviolably ob- 


oc have, for ourſelves, burgomaſters, ſchep- 
MH ens, and counſellors of the ſaid city of 
WBruges, as much as is in our power, without 
4 Pier. and with the conſent of our 
a noble Lord, agreed that the mer- 

baus and ſubjects of Scotland, frequent- 


I” bid city of Bruges, redreſs of certain 


tountry : And likewiſe to obtain from the 


the ſaid merchants wanted to have cleared 


erved and reſpected in all their affairs; 


ing 
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ing the ſaid city of Bruges, with their 
goods, effects and merchandiſe, and mak- 
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i ing it their only ſtaple, that in that caſe 

0 we have granted to them as follows: 15 
ll Firſt. That if any damage happen to 
i the ſaid merchants and ſubjects of Scot- 


land, in the ſtreams, or under the juriſdic- 
tion of Flanders, the city of Bruges ſhall, 
with all poſſible diligence and fincerity, 
take care, that the ſaid Scotch may have 
reparation of, and reſtitution for the da- 
mage, in the ſame manner as it would 
be demanded or required by their own 
burghers. 

„Item. The ſaid city of Bruges ſhall fs 
every thing in their power, that the ſaid 
merchants, ſubjects of Scotland, or the 
goods and merchandize they bring with 
them, or enter into the Swyn, ſhall not 
be arreſted, moleſted, or oppreſſed in the 
ſaid Swyn, or Sluys, but uſed in the ſame 5 
manner as the merchants in Germany, « or 
others frequenting Flanders. 

„Item. That the ſaid merchants and 
ſubjects of Scotland, accuſed of any crime 
whatſoever, civil, or criminal, ſhall not be . 

op- 
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We oppreſſed by any ſentence of law, within 
the faid city of Bruges, or in the harbour 


W chants of Germany, and others frequent- 
ing Flanders. 


2:4 ſubjects ſhall have a Conſervator of their 
privileges, authoriſed by our ſaid illuſtri- 
W ous Lord, who may purſue, procure, re- 


1 the ſaid city of Bruges, in all caſes for or 
5 | apainſt, That the ſaid Conſervator ſhall 
: | be honourably uſed, in all his offices and 
W tranſactions. (Beſoignes.) 

- Item. That the ſaid merchants, ſub- 
W its of the kingdom of Scotland, ſhall 
2 pay for their goods and merchandiſe, which 
W they ſhall buy in the faid city of Bruges, 


f | chinnte of Germany, and other foreigners, 
3  reliding in the ſaid city. 

: Item. That the ſaid merchants and ſab- 
jects of Scotland, in felling or buying goods 
or merchandiſe, ſhall or may uſe the ſame 
rules 


of Sluys, but ſhall be treated as the mer- 


„Item. That the faid merchants and 


W queſt, or defend, the goods of the ſaid 
15 merchants, and their rights and actions in 


in the ſame way and manner as the mer- 


1408. 


{liberalement as the merchants of Germa- Ml 


ſchepens, or counſellors, ſhall puniſh, or i 


of Bruges ſhall be obliged to remove his ba 
hands and feet from the balance (de offer jr 


and (eller ſhall agree upon the price, and 95 
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rules and privileges of the faid city, as the 
merchants of Germany, and others. 

Item. That the ſaid merchants and ſub- 
jects, may buy, in the ſaid city of Bruges, 
proviſions, or other neceſſaries, as freely 


ny, or any other nation whatſoever. 5 

* Item. If any complaints ſhall be made | 7 
by the ſaid Conſervator, or any, or more of 
the merchants or ſubjects of Scotland, to 5 
the burgomaſters, ſchepens, or counſellors 5 
of the faid city, diſcovering any exceſs, or 
outrages, done to the: 034 merchants or 
ſubjects of Scotland, by any of the porters 
or labourers, the aforeſaid burgomaſters, 


cauſe to be puniſhed the faid porters or 
labourers, for the ſaid exceſſes, in ſuch a : 
manner that they ſhall be EXRMPIEs to all 
others. | : 

« Item. That the weigher of the city 4 


mains & pies de la balance) until the buyer 0 


that the weigher ſhall be obliged to con- 
„ 
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arm under oath, to his regular and prior 148. 

5 inſtructions, and to weigh legaly and juſtly, 

19 lequally to the advantage of the buyer and 

ſeller, without pretending to exact any 

7 thing from old uſe and wont. 5 

0 C any of the ſaid merchants or 

3 ſubjects ſhall be challenged on account of 
55 any civil (civilement) tranſgreſſion, that 
bie may have committed againſt the antient 

5 ſtatutes and ordinances of the city of Bru- 

FO ges, that for the firſt offence, the mer- 

WT chant or ſubject, may purge himſelf of the 

| aid challenge by oath, and ſhall be ac- 

WE quitted. 


EE  — . Ä _—_—— wa. > 2 — —— + 


% 
4 — — 
x ̃ ͤ——⅛P — —— 
r I RES ITS ISI *- 


In witneſs whereof, we have cauſed 
| L | ſeal theſe preſents, with the ordinary ſeal 
I (du feel aux cauſes) of the ſaid city of 
| 5 Bruges, the year of Grace, 1407, the 
4 1ith day of May, ſigned Julien.“ | = 
= Conſervator is a Latin claſſical word. Dia. Fure- 
| There were, Dii conſervatores et tutelares, " 
auctores & conſervatores civitatis, &c. In 
after ages this word came to be applied 

to the office of a judge of privileges, 
granted to certain communities in France, 

| and became the title of a civil and religi- 

: Few ous 
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ous office: there was a royal and an apoſto- 


likewiſe they took cogniſance of cauſes 


their ſentences were executed by proviſion, 
notwithſtanding of any appeal, or. for 
whatever ſam it was; but there was an 
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lical Conſervator, the one delegated by 
the King, and the other by the Pope; 
and both of them were called Judge-con- 
ſervators. Amongſt other offices under 
this deſignation, there was a judge con- 
ſervator of markets (juge conſervateur des 
foires) who was appointed to maintain, 
and keep in good order, the privileges 
belonging to publick markets or fairs; and 


belonging to merchants, as to goods 
bought or ſold publickly, and of any 


other mercantile tranſactions in markets: 


appeal to the parliament, in whoſe dif- 
trict the fair or market lay. It is proba- 
ble that the Scotch merchants and ſubjects 
being allowed a Conſervator, was derived 
from the office of Juge conſervateur des 
foirs ; which ſtill appears the more likely : 
from the conformity of the juriſdiction of 
that judge, as above deſcribed, and the 
juriſdiction of his office, as explained in 

the 


c 
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the 4th article of the privileges granted by 
the town of Bruges laſt mentioned. It 


may likewiſe be obſerved, that as the 
= commillary or procurator appointed by the 
= Duke, to take care of the Scotch mer- 


chants affairs, was to have a commiſſion 
from the King cf Scotland, that the ſame 
perſon called here the Conſervator, was to 


W be authoriſed in his office, by the Duke of 
= Burgundy, as Earl of Flanders. It may 


be remarked further, that as the date of 
the above grant of privileges, is only ele- 


ven days poſterior to the date of the Duke's, 


that the town of Bruges loſt no time in 
offering the Scotch merchants the moſt 


favourable terms for carrying on their 


trade, and making their city their only 
ſtaple port. What might prompt them to 
be as quick and active as poſſible, to ſe- 
cure the benefit of the Scotch traffick to 
their own city, to the excluſion of others, 


Pas an opportunity at preſent ſo much the 
W more favourable, as the Scotch were then 


in very ill terms with ſome towns in Hol- 
land, which broke out in a few years to 


an 


44 
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obtained the following ſpecial and ſingular 


goods from them, and have even killed ſome 


the Scots, both as t. life and goods, at 
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an open rupture, and many acts of hoſtility | 1 
were committed by both parties. ; 


N. 

3 
Fo 9 
ES n 


The town of Browerſhaven, in the ;fland-\ 5 
of Schewen in Zealand, petitioned the 
Earl of Holland for redreſs and liberty of 
making repriſals upon the Scots, Which 3 


patent, Which I have tranſlated from the 
Dutch : | 

„ William Earl of Holland, &c. makes 1 
known to all men, that our good lieges and 
ſubjects of Browerſhaven, have complained | 
to, and acquainted us, that our enemies the 
Scots have wounded them, taken their 


of them, when they went to fea in their 
fiſhing veſſels to catch herring and to 4 
gain their bread as became honeſt men. 7 
Therefore we have permitted and allowed, 1 
and by theſe preſents, permit and allow, our 1 
good people and ſubjects of Browerſhaven, 
to hurt and injure our foreſaid enemies, . 


ſea, or where- ever they can find and catch 
them, in order to make up the loſſes and 
damages they have ſuſtained by the Scots: 
upon 
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Y nd, and take from them, we ſhall have - 
ehe fourth part thereof, and the other 
1 three fourths, for our good people of 


an account of their loſſes, or damages, 
Jas above mentioned. And this to continue 
67 until we ſhall give orders to the contrary. 


| $f f 
-* N * 9 d 
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WE to certain perſons for this. purpoſe, which 
z I ſhall give tranſlated from the Dutch, as 
= follows: 

= < William, &c. makes 1 to all 


WW theſe preſents, permit and authoriſe Arnot 


Heyn Keniven, and all that ſhall accom- 
# | pany and help them, in their expedition 
1 againſt our enemies the Scots, and againſt 
all our other enemies, to moleſt them, to 
Z | the utmoſt of their power, in their lives 
and goods, by ſea or land: and if they 
5 ſhall 


Browerſhaven; authorifing them, to keep 


In teſtimony whereof, &c. at the Hague, 
The Earl thinking to make this - re- 


priſals upon the Scots turn out to his 
oon perſonal gain, gave letters of marque 


men, that we have permitted, and by 


Jokebſon, Dirk Picterſon, Cop Lemſon, 


45 


pon condition, that whatever goods they | 
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1417. ſhall Gieceed in their attempts, either! ug I 
taking their effects, or making them pri. 1 
ſoners, to whatever country the ſame bf 
be carried, we ſhall have a fourth pan | 
thereof free: and if they ſhall {ell the ca : 
goods in a foreign country, or whatevell L 
gain ſhall be made of the priſoners, ol : 

ſhall bring the foreſaid fourth part to ourſf 

Wi | faithful treaſurer, for the time being, o 4 

jl to his truſty ſecretary. Moreover, if if f 

ſhall ſo happen, that they ſhall do injury | 
or hurt unto any by ſea or land, who are 7 
not our enemies, they ſhall be obliged to, ; 
repair the ſaid damages, either with their ; 
lives or effects, according as we ſhall ap- 
point. This to continue in force, wn ; 
5 5 Shrove Tueſday next to come, or to con- 1 
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ſaid order. Given at Midleburgh, 0 ; 
November, 1411.“ : 

The year following, William, by an or-ſ 1 
der dated at Kanoyt, loth December 1412 | 
recals theſe letters of repriſal, and gave full . 
freedom and protection to the merchants Z 
of Portugal and Scotland, to trade by ſea # 
or land, through all his dominions ; tho | 


this 
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i is licence was only to continue to St. 
a I . s day ad Cathedram, 18th ſanuary. 
ar W The Earl did not forget his own pri- 
= F Tate intereſt while he revenged the quar- 
ver . of his ſubjects againſt the Scots, as 
heb by the following remarkable ac- 
4 luittance, and is a proof that ſome very 
"i faluable prizes were made. This being a 
1 ele of its kind, I have tranſlated 
t from the Dutch: 
William Earl of Holland, Kc. makes 
known to all men, that we have forgiven 
* acquitted, as we hereby forgive and 
0 Jeauit, our good people and ſubjects living 


1 Fer 


7 Pf, and divided e if them, the yore 
2 Pots, een inte n e by ſtreſs 
ag received by the hands of our faith- 


5 al treaſurer, William Eggart (who is im- 
| powered 


Wo 
3 
5 


9 1 the village of Browerſhaven, all violen- 
es and evil deeds, which Rene have com- 


Z ent unto this day; and: eſpecially for 
= having taken poſſeſſion, made a prize 


f weather, without giving any ſhare to 
s, or our ſteward. Wherefore we hav- 
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ſatisfied and paid, diſcharging him by 


tioned mult have been worth a great deal, 5 


the whole, it would amount to 5280 guil- 5 


miſſion and authority, ſtill went on. He 5 


the ſame year, to Jan Pauwe Skipper, and 
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powered to diſcharge the ſame) the ſum if 
of two hundred and twenty pound groot, if 
acknowledging ourſelves to be therewith 


theſe preſents, ſealed with our ſeal, given 3 
at Zirickzee, the Apoſtles St. Peter and 
St. Paul's even (28 June) in the year 1413. « 

Conſidering the high value of money at 
that time, the ſhip and cargo above-men- | 


ſuppoſing the ſum acquitted 220 1. gr. ot 
1320 guilders to have been the 4th part of 


ders, about 5ool. ſterl. But perhaps in theſe 
arbitrary and deſpotick times, the ran- 
ſom of paſſengers might be included, al- 
though this does not appear; but it will] 
be found below, that the Scotch ſhips, their | | 
cargoes, and their trade, were of far * 
greater value than is commonly imagined. 
Hoſtilities committed by the Earls per- 


gave letters of marque the 16th of Sept. 
Peter Pierſon of Campvere, and all thoſe} 


who ſhould join with them, to go to fea 
againſt 


11 che —— 49 


5 N Lagainſt their enemies the Scots, to maleſt 
1 them to the utmoſt of their power, &c. 
Jin the ſame — with thaſe — a- 
bove. 
The Scots his; as may be well 74: 
=! believed, did not ſuffer themſelves tamely 
WE to be plundered of their property, lives and | 
liberty, being expoſed to the greateſt 3 
=p danger while they were carrying on their 
trade by Sea. Accordingly they not only 
"5: d-fended themſelves, but made repriſals 
in their turn, with ſo much ſucces, — 
5 that the town of Amſterdam felt the laſs | 
bey ſuſtained, by ſhips and goods the | 
# Scots took from them, ſo ſenſibly, that | | 
2 | they were obliged to petition the Earl of | 
| 3 Holland to grant them an augmentation _ | 
33 of outward and inward duties, upon all 
14 ſnips frequenting their port, that they Aang , | 
might be enabled to fit out privateers a- komt 
8 : | HP ö An. 1416. 
gainſt the Scots, which they obtained, 
1 and employed for that end. — 
5 hut theſe mutual depredations having | 
"0 no other effect, but greatly retarding and il 
; incumbering a free courſe of trade in both ji 
countries, William ſoon became ſenſible 
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of theſe inconveniencies, and wiſely judeulf 1 


that it would be much more for the interel 
of his dominions, that his ſubjects ſhould 
live in peace with the Scots, and give 


ſents, or hear them read, That we in 
order to preſerve peace, quiet, and unit), 


them full liberty of bringing their good; 5 
and diſpoſing of them in any part of hi q 

- territories, with freedom and ſafety; grant. 5 
ed a permiſſion for a longer time than uſull . 
and upon better ſecurity than any act of 1 
this kind granted before; and as there ar 4 
ſome things to be found in it worthy « 3 
notice, and ſhewing the gradual ſteps taken 1 
to advance and ſecure the Scotch traffick in 5 
the low countries, until it was put upon 4 
more firm and eſtabliſhed footing, I have 
tranſlated it from the Dutch, and is as i 7 
lows : 5 
*« William Earl of Holland, &c. make: ; 
known to all men who ſhall ſee theſe pre- 


e 


and diſpoſed to promote a good under- 


ſtanding, and friendſhip, and encourage 
trade outwards and inwards, going and 


coming, between a powerful prince, our 


dear couſin, the King of Scotland, and 


the 
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7 Wthe Duke of Albany, governor of the 
WG} Pingdom of Scotland, and their nation, 
| oecople and ſubjects, on the one part; and 
7 we, our country and ſubjects, on the o- 
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« 1. Firſt, All ſhips loaded hh nods; 
5 of the kingdom of Scotland, who may ar- 


harbours, ſhall have freedom to paſs thro' 
ll our lands and dominions, to the ſatis- 


a merchants pay, without giving or paying 


liſh 
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Y her part, Have granted, and grant by 
| beſe 1 to the merchants, ſubjects of 
cotland „who may arrive, or frequent our 
5 Country, harbours or towns, to carry on 
1 their trade and buſineſs, the enjoyment 
4 of ſuch privileges and freedoms as are here 


and merchandiſe belonging to the ſubjects 


rive in our territories, juriſdictions, or 


faction of the owners of the ſaid ſhips or 
nerchants, paying for every ſhip 27 ſch. 
root (8 g. 2 ft.) which other foreign 


Iny other cuſtom, or duty whatſoever, 
ene they may come, with their ſhips 
or goods, where any of our cuſtom houſes 


are, and there they ſhall pay as the Eng- 


52 
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, or other foreign merchants, by ſuch 
an agreement as they can make with the 


Item. II any ſhip loaded with 
goods belonging to the aforeſaid mer- 


chants of the kingdom of Scotland, ſhould 
eonie into any of our harbours, and an- 


chor there, without intending to proceed 
further through our dominions, but de- 
fign to return or go out to ſea again; 


in that calc, the ſaid merchants may go i 
freely without being obliged to pay any 7 
ine +4 


3. Item. In caſe that by misfortune 
or RA of weather any loaded ſhip, be- C 
Ionging to the aforeſaid merchants ſhould . 
be wrecked (which God forbid) within our IM 
dominions, or juriſdiction, they ſhall 


have all the rights of our own ſubjects, 
and that without the leaſt hinderance. 


* 4. Item. If any ſhip loaded with 
goods belonging to the merchants fore- 
ſaid, by misfortune or ftreſs of weather, 
ſhould be driven upon our coaſts or tern” 
tories, We authoriſe them to forward ol 

Dh” diſpoſc 
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5. Item. If it ſhould is Magen that 
any "BG of the kingdom of Scotland, 


conveying the Scotch merchant ſhips, on 


account of war, or any other accounts 


ſhould come into any of our territories or 
juriſdiction ; we conſent and grant, to the 
aforeſaid ſhips, with their armed men and 
goods, a free and ſafe retreat, to remain 


= within our harbour 8, and to depart from 


the ſame, with whatever goods they have, 


on paying fuch cuſtom, anchorage and 


beaconage, as the merchants of the ſaid 


kingdom are obliged to pay for their 


goods or ſhips, or fo as they may be 
made liable to, by committing any deed 
or treſpaſs againſt us. 
6e 6. Item. No man ſhall moleſt, ar- 
reſt, or diſtreſs any ſubjects of the ki g- 


dom of Scotland, eſpecially the merchants 
aforeſaid, ſo long as they are within our 


territories and juriſdiction, in life or 


goods, 


diſpoſe of the ſaid goods, wherever it halt 


be judged moſt convenient, on condition 
that they pay to us, fo as other goods are 
obliged to pay, in the ſame circumſtan- 
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pag or his own perſon. 


foreſaid kingdom, coming with their 
goods or merchandiſe into any of our har- 
bours, and remaining there to ſell their 
goods, have the ſame freedom to buy or 


debate may happen to falt out among 
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goods, on account of any treſpaſs or debt, 
by bills to the account of any other perſon, 
but only for actions or debts belonging to 


* 7, Item. The merchants of the a- 


ſell, as other merchants frequenting theſe 
places with their merchandiſe. | 
* 8. Item. We conſent and impower * 
merchants of the kingdom aforeſaid, 
chuſe and nominate, one or more gover- 
nors, as they pleaſe, from amongſt them 
ſelves, and that they ſhall have their meet- 
ings in one or other of our towns, where 7 
or when they ſhall think moſt proper, for 
the intereſt of their buſineſs and traffick, 
that theſe may be ſo regulated, as they 
ſhall judge moſt to their ſatisfaction and 
anten 
“9. Item. And if any difference or 


them, about an affair of debt, or what 
may be under their deliberation, if it is 
not a caſe of murder, breaking or diſturb- 
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ing the public peace, theſe governors may 
, decide the affair, without any of our ſub- 
WW js intermedling with them. 
= - 10. Laſtly. The foreſaid merchants and 
ſubjects of the kingdom of Scotland, ſhall 
be under our protection and ſafeguard, 
when they arrive in our ſtreams, or in our 
territories, as to their lives and goods, and 
if any perſon ſhall hurt or moleſt them 
in either, we ſhall take them under our 
protection, and grant them redreſs as 
effectually and ſpeedily as poſſible. 
All theſe articles, without any equivo- 
cation or ſubterfuge, ſhall continue in force 
for two years after the date hereof ; or a 
quarter of a year after our retraction. In 
teſtimony whereof we have ſealed theſe 
prolents at the Hague, 1ſt Ken. 
1416.“ 1 5 | 
“Compared, and found to agree with the 
original letter, by me, Jan Simonz, ſecre- 
tary of Campvere.” 
But before theſe two years freedom given 
the Scotch, to trade in the territories of 
William the VI. were expired, he died, 
and left his daughter Jacobza his heirſes in 


a 1417. 
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3436. ' 1417. I ſhall only add to what I have T 
already ſaid of this heireſs, that ſhe was 

upon her father's death, widow of the 
Dauphin of France, and married for her 

ſecond huſband, John Duke of Brabant, 

and nephew to John, the intrepid, Duke of 
Burgundy, in the year 1418. He died in 

Royal Cen. 14263 but before his death ſhe married, 
Wim, 1423, her third huſband, Humphry Duke 
of Gloceſter, brother to Henry V. King 
of England, he lived till the year 1446, 

but in 1433, the clandeſtinely married 
Francis van Berſelen of St. Martin's Dyk, 

and rent-maſter, or ſteward of Zealand. 
Notwithſtanding of all theſe marriages, 

ſhe left no children; but the ſame year 

ſhe married her laſt huſband, ſhe ſurren- 

dered all her dominions to Philip the Good, 

her ſecond huſband's nephew, as has been 


already ſaid. 
15, John, who was Jacobza's (wont huſband, 


called Duke of Lorrain, Brabant, Lim- 
burgh, Margrave of the Holy Empire, 
Earl of Henegou, Holland and Zealand, 
and Lord of Frieſland, ratified and con- 


firmed the n granted the Scotch 
merchants 


1 

N 

DU 
AAS bo 


in the NETHERLANDS. 
merchants by the late Earl William, ſuſ- 


taining them in all points complete and 
entire, and to continue in their full force 


for a limited time, as appears by his letters 
ſealed at the Hague, the laſt day of March, 


1418. And that there might be no doubt 


or ſuſpicion of any inſufficiency in Wil- 
liam's grant and John's ratification, Jaco- 


= bz: confirmed and ratified the ſame, by 


her letters of the ſame date; only it is re- 
markable, that the two years freedom were 
upon the point of expiring. There is no 


mention either in Jacobza's or her huſband's 


letters of any fixed prolongation of theſe pri- 


vileges; and indeed for ſome years there- 


after, inſtead of carrying on a peaceable 
commerce and traffick, both countries had 


recourſe to privateering, wherein private 
adventurers might be ſometimes great 


gainers, while the regular courſe of 
merchandiſe was interrupted, and the 


proprietors of mercantile goods ſuffered 


great loſſes. The longer theſe hoſtilities 
laſted, both the one country and the other 
became more and more ſenſible of the da- 
mages attending ſuch a voilent and de- 
ſtructiye way of preying upon one another, 


1 | and 


1418, 


1418. : 


the Dutch: 


the faid peace ſhall begin on St. Lambert's 
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and brought them to a better temper, and 
a hearty Stpottion to promote peace, by 
ſettling ſuch differences as the privateering = 
on both ſides had produced, and removing 
every obſtacle to an open and free trade. 
Commiſſioners for this purpoſe were ſent 
from Scotland to ſettle all diſputes between 
them and the Duke of Bavaria's ſubjects, 
as Earl of Holland and Zealand : the effect 
of which will beſt appear from the tranſ- 
lation of the two following * from 


Upon the ſeventh of hog 142 3. 
after deliberation of our gracious Lord, 
Duke of Bavaria, and the Ambaſſadors from 
Scotland, viz. Alexander Archdeacon of 
Dunkeld, and Patrick Johnſton of Lin- 
lithgow; our gracious Lord hath conſent- 
ed and agreed to a good peace between the 
King of Scotland, on the one part, and 
our gracious Lord of Bavaria, Holland, 
Zealand, &c. on the other part. That 
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Day (the 17th september, next to come, 
and to continue to our Lady Day follow- 


ing, and after that a year 15 
Item. 


en the NETHERLANDS. 


Item. As to the priſoners of both 


fades, who are ſtill in confinement, it 18 


reſolved, and the Ambaſſadors have pro- 
miſed that they ſhall lay that affair before 
the Governor of Scotland, and let him 


know, that no peace can be expected here, 


but by liberating the priſoners, while the 


peace continues, and they ſhall do their 


beſt to bring 1t about, and to acquaint our 
ſaid Lord therewith as. toon as poſſible. 


Item. As they are to receive letters 
from our faid Lord, which ſhall be deli- 


yered on St. Lambert's day, i in Midleburgh, 


from Philip van Borſelen, rentmaſter, the 


Ambaſſadors ſhall. alſo ' procure letters 
from the governor, ſcaled with his great 
ſeal but if it ſhould ſo happen, that 
they canot procure the governor's let- 
ters in due time, they ſhall deliver 


their own letters, with both their ſeals, 
wherein ſhall be inſerted word for word, 


their full power, according to the moſt re- 
gular form, and ſhall do all that in them 


lies, to procure the governor's jenny; as 


laid 1s. 


8 Item. That ther hall enjoy and poſ- 
ſeſs during the peace, all the rights and 


pri- 


59 
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1423 · 


them by Duke William, of bleſſed memory, 


when in friendſhip with them, on which 


f lity, our good towns people and ſubje cs, 


land, and Frieſland, have conſented, and 
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privileges, which have been granted to 


which are to be 1nſerted in the treaty of 
peace. e 
Item. The governor ſhall empower 
his Ambaſſadors to treat of, and determine 5 
all ſuch breaches and injuries as the Scotch 
have committed againſt the Hollanders, 


account D. Albert of bleſſed memory firſt 
conſented, and then gave orders to declare 
war againſt them.” 

The above is ratified by the following 
of the ſame ate, 5 
© "Bs John, Duke of Bavaria, &c. makes 
known to all men, that we with con- 
ſent of the common council of our nobi- 


under our government in Holland, Zea- 


by theſe preſents conſent, and grant to 
the netion, people, and ſubjects of the 
kingdom of Scotland. A good, firm, and 
mutual peace, ſecurely eſtabliſhed, that 
ſhall begin on St. Lambert's day next to 
come, and continue to Lady day follow 


ing, 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


"Je . and a full year thereafter, without 
5 Eny equivocation. Likewiſe, that the mer- 


5, and advantages, as they have ob- 


command our truſty and well beloved 
Wcounſellors, knights, overſeers of towns 


people, and ſubjects, great and ſmall, in 


, cauſe keep the foreſaid peace fully and 


; | the kingdom of Scotland, noble and ig- 
noble, may come, land, trade, and re- 
turn, quietly and peaceably, through all 


. | during tne continuance of the preſent 
peace; and that they ſhall enjoy the above 
: ſights and privileges upon the foreſaid pe- 


1 chants of Scotland, during the peace, ſhall 
4 hold and uſe all ſuch rights and privi- 


| tained from our brother Duke William of 


vleſſed memory, without any infringement 
Wor diminution. Therefore, we order and 


and country, officers, judges, conſta- 
bles, and, ſervants, and all our other 


Holland and Zealand, under our govern- 
went and direction; that they keep, and 


4 completely, as they ſhall be anſwerable 
8 with their live: and goods. And that the 
W ordinary merchants, and other ſubjects of 


our countries, towns, rivers aforeſaid, 


penalties, | 
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nalties, in life and goods, to be forfeited AP 
as often as this peace in any manner of MF 


way ſhall be broken, by any perſon what: 1 


ſoever. Hague, 7th Auguſt, 1423.“ 


The ſame is renewed 17th September WW 
following, and on the 2d of May next 3 
year, almoſt in the ſame words with thoſe 3 | 
above, and by the laſt, this peace was 2 | 
prolonged two years after Lady day next 3 | 
to come. Such were the privileges granted 
to the merchants in Scotland, during the : N 
abſence of King James I. long detained a 9 
priſoner in England, ranſomed at laſt for 


40000 l. ſterl. liberate, and returned to 
his own kingdom, where he was crowned 
22d May, 1424. But when he had more 
leiſure to look into the ſtate of the trade of 


his ſubjects in Flanders, he was much diſ- 


obliged with the treatment they had met 
with, during his abſence, under his uncle's 


' regency. The Duke of Burgundy was at 


great pains to pacify the King, and ſettle 


trade upon a better and ſurer footing than 
before. Eodem anno (1425) dominus 


rex natale ſuum (16th Martii) in caſtro 


St. Andrea tenuit, ibi etiam fuerunt Am- 


baſſadores 
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afadores Flandriæ, viz. Johannes de 
Nentyney et magiſter Bouding clericus, 
ro redemptione mercandiæ quæ mandato 
Neegis paulo ante, ſeceſſit in Zelandia, ad 
Portum de Midleburgh, quod factum fuit, 
5 Ha intolerabilem deſpe&tum irrogatum 
Wncccatoribus Scotiæ, ante reditum Regis 
- ae Anglia, et propter literas mark a quam 
Iplurimum ipſis mercatoribus derogantes ; 
unde propter reductionem mercandiæ ad 
Plandriam, ſatisfactum fuit Regi, et ut 
Iinſuper, ipfi ne privilegiis ampli- 
oribus potirentur. . 

This paſſage from our Secech hiſtorian, 
= have tranſlated as follows: 6 

„ The ſame year, 1425, the King kept 
his birth day (16th March) at the caſtle 
of St. Andrews, with great ſplendor : there 
were likewiſe preſent John Montyney and 
Mr. Boudin, a clergyman, as Ambaſſadors 
from Flanders, in order to recover the 

f Scotch Trade, which by the King's com- 

; mand, a little before, had been carried to 
che port of Midleburgh in Zealand, occa- 

ſioned by the intolerable diſreſpe&t ſhewn 
to the Scotch merchants before the King's 


return 
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return from England, and on account «f Mi 
letters of marque, to the great prejudice of = 
| theſe merchants. But in order to bring E 
back the trade to Flanders, ſatisfaction wa 4 
given the King, and more extenſive pri- * 
vileges beſides were granted to the mer . 
2 chants.” 5 i | 5 | 
In conſequence of theſe complaints, Z 
and probably from the conveniency of the + 
port of Midleburgh, the Duke of Burgundy 
being applied to, his conſent was obtained 2 
the following year, as appears from hi: 2 


grant tranſlated from the Dutch: 


Philip,. Duke of Burgundy, &c. make; 1 | 
known to all men, that, we having ob· 
ſerved, and found much to our ſatisfac- 
tion, the agreeable conſequences of th 
| propoſals the ordinary merchants of Scot: 1 
land have laid before us, who are very 1 8 
defirous to come to Zealand, and particu- 5 


larly to the good town of Midleburgh, 


3, 
C248 


3 


with their merchandiſe, and there to carty IM 


on their trade, as they have hitherto done; 2 
And likewiſe our dear Lord and coufin L 


King of Scotland, has made known by his 


letters, that he is at full peace with the 
ſubjects 


TEN 
IOW 
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ſubjects of Holland and Zealand: All 
debates, diſcord and animoſity, which at 
any time have ſubſiſted, between the king- | 
dom of Scotland and the Prince of Hol- 
land and: Zealand, having been compoſed : 
And as it is likewiſe our inclination to 
promote peace, quiet and inauſtry, and 
to protect thoſe we have authority over, to 
the utmoſt of our power: We therefore, at 
the earneſt deſire of our town of Midle- 
1 burgh have granted, confirmed and eſta- 
3 bliſhed, and by theſe preſents, confirm, 
grant, and eſtabliſh, to the ordinary mer- 
chants and ſubjects of Scotland, all ſuch 
privileges, favours, rights and liberties, as 
W they formerly enjoyed in the lifetime of our 
Z beloved uncle, William Duke of Bavaria, 
2 of bleſſed memory, which our dear uncle, 
T John Duke of Bavaria, confirmed in the 
1 latter part of his life, That they ſhail 
W freely enjoy and poſſeſs the ſame, through 
the whole countries of Holland, Zealand, 
and Frieſland, as they are mentioned in 
: | their letters thereanent. Always paying 
; | the ordinary duties and cuſtoms to which 
W their goods ſhall be liable, by water or by 
| K land. 


ö 


1 — 
- ET = 2 - 
2 — — ae = — 2 - . 5 — — 121 — - - * JP 
> 5 N — 8 r 2-9 aw — — — — 
4 3 — — „ oe” — — 5 — — : : 
. r - . n 2 8 — wr - — — — — _ 2 — A — 
- — _= — — — . - 2 — > x. 2 . — == — — * =2 — is. — — — = 
* . 4 : - 4. 3 7 . — * . Cr agents —_— —————— — — . ; — —— f : 6 — 
2 - 2 1 * E - — — — 2 —— p — 
: * — 7 2 — og IO IBS — — — ——— 
a - > — Yo — — — ES Rey . 8 — — — 
- A S 2 8 — = = . 
þ — © _ —— — — 
— x — 
— 


Of the Scoren Traps 
1426. land. To begin at the date of theſe pre- 
ſents, and to continue four years runing Wl 
thereafter; and to end three months after 5 
we have recalled theſe preſents. Always | 1 
underſtanding, that if any hoſtilities or 4 
war ſhall happen, between the kingdom of I 

1 Scotland and the countries of Holland and] 
il Zealand (which God forbid), that then Wſ# 
theſ2 grants and letters ſhall be account- 1 
ed void and of no effect. And we ſhall = 
be held as abſolved from any obligation, 1 
which we hereby come under, without any 'T 
further debate thereupon. In teſtimony : | 
whereof : Given at Midleburgh, 12 Feb. 
An. 25 ſecundum curſum Curie.” 1 
How long the town of Midleburgh en- 
joyed the benefit of the Scotch trade does 5 
not appear; but it is to be obſerved, tha 
all theſe patents, granted by the Earls of 0 
Holland, Duke of Bavaria, were ſtill bur- ? 
| thened with the uſual taxes or tolls upon 
merchants goods, and. that they were ei- 
ther during pleaſure, or for a very ſhorl I 
time, which was not ſuffered to elapſe be- : 
for war and hoſtilities put an end to the 
freedom of commerce, which was frequent- 
3 h 
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ly the caſe in theſe unſettled times. By 


the above, the Duke of Burgundy, favour- 
ed the town of Midleburgh with a four 


years grant of the Scotch merchandiſe ; ; 
but it is probable the King of Scot- 
land was not yet ſatisfied on the one part, 
and the town of Bruges, on the other, was 
anxious to bring the trade to themſelves 
by its former channel ; which prevailed on 


the Duke, before the term allowed to 
Midleburgh was expired, to publiſh the 


following, in order to remove the com- 
W plaints made by the merchants, to confirm 
: their privileges, and reſtore to Bruges 
- the advantages it derived from Scotland. 
I ſhall give it in its original Latin with a 
tranſlation, as it gives a more diſtin& view 
of the trade and manufactories of Scot- 
land, than can be had from any former 
patent of this kind; 

thy Philippus D. Bourg. Com. Flandriæ, 


&c. univerſis preſentes literas inſpec- 


turis ſalutem. Cum pro ſedandis & paci- 


ficandis diſcordiis et controverſiis inter ſub- 
ditos ſeren. Princ. Dom. Reg. Scotorum, 
et ſubditos noſtros partium Flandrie, ex 


altera 


1426 
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altera occaſione dampnorum, injuriarum, 
et offenſarum illatarum hinc inde, ſepius: 
exertas. Nup. per connatum conſilierum 
prefati Ser. D. Reg. et Ambaſſatores noſ- 
tros propter hoc, ad eundem Dem. Reg. 
deſtinatos, nonnulla pro utilitate communi: 
partium noſtiarumque, et pro bono pacis 


et concordie invicem p. amplius conferenda, 
prolocuta et approbata fuiſſent ; ſub ta- 


men predicti Dem. Reg. nſqui. futuro 
beneplacito et accenſu notrm. facimus, 


quod nos de beneplacito et accenſu regis 
ce tificati, in predictis prolocutis et ap- 


punctuatis, accenſum ſuum probantes, ea 
que per ſu's Irs, patentes, laudantes et ap- 
prob nt-s, nonnullaque injos. per nos con- 


ceſſis fiunlia privelegia mercatoribus et 
ſubditis noſtris predictis in Regno Scotie 
convenentia concedentis, eadem prolocuta et 
appunctuata, quibus alias conſenſum ad- 


hibuimus, etiam laudamus per preſentes, 


et approbamus, et quantum in nobis eſt, 
obt.rvare et obſervari facere promittimus. 
** Imprimis. Quod nos et quatuor mem- 


bra noſtre Flandrie predicte, de omnibus 


et 


ae 
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1 et ſingulis dampnis, leſionibus, jacturis, 
3 diſpendiis et injuriis, per prefati Dom. 
6 Reg. ſubditos ante ingreſſum ipſius in 
2 Regnum ſuum qui fuit An. Dom. mileſi- 
W mo quadringenteſimo, viceſimo tertio 
viceſima ſexta menſis martii. Noſtris 
ſubditis quarumcun qu- partiun cxiſtant, 
1 qualitercunque et ubicunque factis et ule 
3 latis: eoſdem ſubditos noitros PA ificabi- 
mas et contentabimus, ſeu pacificare et 
WW con:entari procurabimus, ita, quod dicti 
ſubditi Regn. Scotie, liberum poterent ad 


dictas noſt. Flandrie partes acceſſum ha- 


bere; abſque hoc quod iph vel eorum 
3 | Bs PO us nn ar- 


vis cit guerrarum quarumcunque 
breteritarum, hactenus preterite, vel ob 


ea propterque mercarum ſeu repriſalium 


W Ice. fuerint contra eoſdem, pro parte noſ- 


tra jamdudum conceſſe, aut etiam ob alia 
delicta quecunque in dictorum ſubdit rum 
noſtrorum perniciem commiſſa fortaſſe 


uſque in diem ingreſſus predicti Dom. 
Reg. in Regnum 5 ceteris contractis, 


valeturis. 


et obligationibus 1 in ſuis robore et firmitate 
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valeturis. pretereo quod Lana quedam pre. 


tendebantur, ad Anglicos hoſtes Scotorum i 
pertinuiſſe capta per Scotos vigeſimo tertio 


prius dicto, ipfis raptoribus ſalva manebit. 


nullatenus concedentur. 


© Inſuper ad fortius amicitie vinculum | 
inter noſtros et dicti regni ſubditos inge- 555 
rendum, mercatoribus 5 
reg. ſubditis, libertates et privilegia que 5 
ſequuntur pro nobis et noſtris ſucceſſoribus 


ceteriſque did, 


liberaliter indulgemus. 


Et primo. Si contingat aliquem navem = 
onuſtam rebus ſeu mercibus dict. ſubd. Ml 


regn. Scotie, infra diſtrictum maris partium 


Flandrie diſrumpi, vel per adverſum maris 
fortunam vel ats. aut ſi ex eadem vel etiam 


extra, qui ſcuti et baillivi vocantur, alique 


ſue res aut merces exciderent, liceri ipſis L 


regn. Scot, ſubd. quibus hec contingeat, 


res 


Inſuper quod omnibus et ſingulis merca- EL | 
rum, ſeu repriſalium hactenus ex parte 
noſtra, contra prefati dom. ſubditos, pre- 7 
miſſorum occaſione conceſſis, et earum vi- 1 
ribus omnino et in perpetuum ſublatis, de 9 
cetero contra ſubditos ſuos hujuſmodi, lre. „ 
hinc ad centum annos, et unum diem, 7 | 


SIRE A 


in the NETHERLANDS. 271 


hy res ſuas ſeu merces libere aprehendere, et t. 
W (lvas habere, abſque impediments vel dif- 

2 turbio officiorum, vel alterius cujuſcun- 

4 que. . 
= © Item. Si contingat aliquem navem 
W onuſtam rebus ſeu mercibus dict. ſubd. 
W cjuſdem regn. a portu noſtra de Sluſa ſo- 
lutis ſolvendis reſedere, et dampnum per 
W adverſum maris fortunam, vel aliunde ne- 
7 ſeſſitatem in eandem portum reverti, ipſa- 
5 que navis, plus vel minus fuerit enerata 
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4. placeat quod per eos ad quos perti- 
nebdit poterit ad ſufficientiam onerare vel 
W cxonerare. q. q. de mercibus de novo ſup. 
additos, duntaxat Tholenum, et cetera 
jura conſueta ſolvere tenebuntur. | 

Item. Si contingat aliquem navem 
regn. Scot. mercantiliter traſiiffe, tranſe- 
untem ab ejudem regni inimicis invadi exiſ- 
tenteſque in ipfa navi fic inviſia dictos 
ſuos inimicos devenire, et ad portum noſtr. 
de Sluſa, vel aliam in patria ntra. Flandrie 
portum adducere circa expletationem et 
exactionem infra naves humdi. tam perſona- 
rum quam rerum fic aductarum, ſervabi- 
t, tur dictus regn. Scot, ſubd. con ſuetudo que 
ii 8 e 


— ee ny BEIT 
, ———— — 


— — a - 


: 
4 
b 
U 
* bl 
by 
3p 
{ 
I 
f 4 
I 
4 \ 


- 8 . r. 
———— —— 


— > 


— — 


—— ww 


5 + 
— —_—_— 


— — 


— — _ r 


= - = a 2 n mad * 
2 "—_ = oe „ . r a 
DOS. het x a N 8 7 2 ” — 
b — —— — - — „ „„ 


- o — - -— - — 
— 4 OD 


. A.” aol ö a - - y 
„ . nr: 2% 19 EE 
* . ** 


' — L 
CO I 2 
—U—U— — ũ ce ꝰ ˖ — — — — 
> — ä 8 2 — p — — — AK — 
- — — — . 


rr 
—— — — — n 
— — — W 


* 
— red 


72 


1427. 


Of the Scorcn TRADE 


ceteris nationibus in caſibus ſimiliter obſer. 
vantur; falvis noſtris viribus, in talibus 
hactenus conſue tis. 

* Item. Si contingat aliquam navem |Wſ 
rebus brevi tempore perituris ad dict. mere. 7 
Reg. Scot. pertinentibus, ut puta bladis, 7 
cepis pomis et hujuſmodi onerari in toto 
vel in parte, et ob defectum ventum pro- ” 


pitium, navem illam a ſua velificatione ni- 


mium retardari, quod mercatores quos ne- 
gotia concernant illas res ſuas ad ſtapulam 
reducere poterint, atque vendere ad majo- 


rem ſai utilitatem, ſolvendo Tholenum, 


et etiam jura conſueta. 
Item. Quod de cetero in villa noſtra 


de Dam, non leventur feu exigenter a merc. 


Scot. nifi novem mite, de quolibet tenello 
pipa vel barillo. 

* Item. Dicti merc. Scot. exinint quoſ- 
cunque pannos ſuos blancos mantea cum 
{t. ibus latitudinis vel longitudinis fuerint, 


ad dict. Flandr. noſtr. partes afferre ſeu 


adducere poterint, et inibi intingi facere 
eoſdem pannos, omnes ſingulos ab inde 
ad partes ſuas proprias, abſque perturba- 


tione aut impedimento deferre, ita quod 


hujuſmodi 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


4 hujuſmodi pannos i in eaſdem part. noſtr, 
7 Flandr. tinctos vel non tinctos, nullatenus 
W vendient, vel alienent, ſeu de ipſis quovis 
modo, negotiantur, ibidem, ſub penis con- 
tra preſumptores in contrarium p. nos dum 
ct quotiens viſum fuerit ſtatuendis, nihil- 


— — 2 4. . « 4 >; — —— — — — 
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ominus tamen privelegiis ipſis mercatori- 
bus Scot. de pannis certe latitudinis in 
dictam patriam noſtram adducendis hac- 
tenus concetiis, in mantea valituris: quas 
libertatis privelegia et omnia ſingula ſupra 
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dicta, modo ac forma, quibus ſuperius e- 
narrantur, prefatis regn. Scot. merc. et 
ſubd. pro nobis et ſueceſſoribus noftris, 
volumus et promittimus obſervare, et ob- 
ſervari facere non obſtant. quibuſcunque 
leg ibus, et conſuetudinibus dict. patrie 
noſtr. Flandr, contrariis factis vel faciendis. 
libertates et privelegia predict. R. Scot. 
mercat. et ſubd. pprariem. recordationem 
noſtros progenitores conceſſis hactenus vel 
conceſſa ut fi de verbo ad verbum hic 
eſſent inſerta, eis per preſentes confirman- 
do; et in majorem roboris firmitatem, 
conſentiendo, quod dicta quatuor membra 
pater. noſtr. Flandr. omnia et ſingula pro- 
miſſa, prefat. regn. Scot. mercat. et ſubd. 


En, = tate — 
— — — OED. 


— — — — * 


— n 7 1 
1 * 1 a — 4 — — 
= 577 EE ee EE EN ne 1 


. Enron =—==#9 07 
9 — 


* PR 2 
— — 2 * * — — 
— 


r 


r ̃Ä .. ⁵³˙ :! Hui uonp are om — — 2 8 9 rene n en. 
= —— — — 2 -% . God < — 2 2 +; — 1 4 & + 


— — —„H 


— — :! 22 


74 


1427. 


quantum in ipfis eſt, et per ſua ſigilla pro- 


quod ſi privelegia, et libertates humdi. de 


abſit) in poſterum revocari, quod udem 


vocationis hujuſmodi, ipſis factum habe- 


libere transferendum. 


de ſexta menſis Decembris, an. dm. mileſi- 


Of the Scorch TRADE 


ſe obſervatura et obſervari procuratura, 


mittunt. Preterea pro nobis et ſucceſs. 
Noſtris Fland. comitibus, conſentimus, 


novo, vel antiquitus predict. merc. R. 
Scot. et ſubd. conceſſa contingat at (quod 


mercat. et ſubd. poſt denuntiationem re- 


ant unum annum integrum, ad perſonas 
reſque ſuas alibi, fine quovis xnpediments 


* In quorum omnium teſtimonium pts. 
lrai. ſigilli noſtri fecimus appenſione. 
© Datum in villa de Lyde in Hollandia, 


mo quadringenteſimo viceſimo ſeptimo 

infra ſcriptum. . 
% Collatisfaca eſt per me ut t fupra.” 
I have tranſlated the above as follows: 
Philip, Duke of Burgundy, Earl df 
Flanders, &c. to all who ſhall ſee theſe 
preſent letters, health. That in order to 
ſettle and pacify the diſcords, and diſputes 
ariſen between the ſubjects of the molt 
ſerene Prince and Lord, the King of Scot- 
land 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


on account of damages, injuries, and of- 


fences frequently committed, here and 


elſewhere of late. We, by means of the 


honourable Council of the ſaid ſerene King, 
and by our Ambaſſadors ſent to him, have 


agreed for the common benefit of both 
parties, and for mutual peace and har- 


mony, after ſeveral conferences held and 


appointed for that end, with the good 


pleaſure and aſſent to be obtained of the 


ſaid King, Make known, that we, with 
the foreſaid good pleaſure and aſſent, being 


certified to us, as agreed to by him, and 


by his letters patent acknowledging and 


approving ſome of theſe complaints of 
theſe injuries, and theſe priveleges uſeful 
to the merchants, and other our ſubjects 
y aforeſaid, in the kingdom of Scotland, and 
] conſenting to what has been reaſoned up- 
on, and reſolved: To which we haye 


publiſhed likewiſe, our conſent and ap- 


probation ; and by theſe preſents approve 


of, and promiſe for the future, to do every 
thing 


75 
land, on the one part, and our ſubjects in . 
dhe countries of Flanders, on the other, 
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Of the Scoren TRADE 


thing in our power to obſerve, and caule. 


them to be obſerved. 


© Firſt. That we and the four members 
of our country of Flanders foreſaid, ſhall 


- endeavour to content, and pacify our ſub- 
jects for all and ſingular damages, hurts, 
loſſes, expences or injuries done to them, - 
in any manner of way, or in whatever | E | 


place, by the ſubjects of the aid King, 
before his return t) his own kingdom, 
which was the 26th day of March, in the 
year 423: ſo that the ſaid ſubjects ſhall 


have liberty and free acceſs to the ſaid 


countries of our Flanders, where neither 


: they nor their goods thall be laid hold on, 


arretted, detained, or hindered any man- 
ner of way whatſoever, upon account of 
former war, cr for what has fallen out in 
confequence of letters of marque, granted 
by us on our part, againſt them; or on 
account of former deeds or crimes, per- 
haps, committed to the great injury of our 
ſubjects, until the return of the ſaid King 
into his kingdom, ſuſtaining all contracts 
and obligations as valid; and particularly, 
that the wool taken by the Scots, under 
| | | pretext 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


| | pretext that it belonged to their enemies 
| z | the Engliſh, on the the 23d foreſaid, ſhall 
TE | remain in ſafety with the captors : Beſides 
renouncing and cancelling all deeds and 
cConceſſions of ours to the prejudice of the 
2 merchandiſe 0 £ the faid ſubjects by way of 
PZ repriſals. And further promiſing, that no 
letters of this kind ſhall be given againſt 
1 theſe ſubjects from hence, for a hundred 
1 years and one day. 
And further, in order to ſtrengthen 
$ the bond of friendſhip between our, and 
he fubjects of the ſaid kingdom. We for 
25-4 ourſelves and ſucceſſors, freely grant to the 
WE merchants and other ſubjects of the ſaid 
: W in 3dom, theſe privileges and liberties fol- 
5 5 | lowing : 
2 * And firſt. If it ſhall ſo hg that 
| any ſhip loaded with goods or merchandiſe 
of the ſaid ſubjects, in going from the port 
of Sluys, and by any misfortune at ſea, or 
for any other caule, is obliged to return, 
and is found more or leſs loaded than 
ought to have been, it ſhall be lawful ta 
the owner to load or unload the ſhip, de 


novo, 
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in her paſſage, ſhall be attacked by the 


or any other in Flanders, they ſhall be freed i 


And the ſame cuſtom ſhall be obſerved with 
regard to the ſaid ſubjects, as with other 


ſerved. 


for the merchants intereſt; in that caſe, 


ſtaple, and ſell them to the beſt advantage, 
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novo, paying always the toll, and obſerv. 
ing the common cuſtoms thereanent.” ET 

Item. If it ſhould happen that any 5 
merchant ſhip of the kingdom of Scotland, 


enemies of the ſaid kingdom, and theſe in 
the ſaid ſhip ſhall overcome their enemies, 
and bring them to our harbour of Sluys, 


from all ſearch or exaction of the ſaid ſhip, 
either as to perſons or goods ſo brought in, 


nations: ſaving always our own authority, 
and ſuch cuſtoms as have hitherto been ob- 


Item. If any ip ſhould be loaded fi 
with periſhing goods belonging to any of 
the merchants of Scotland, ſuch as corn, 
onions, aples, or the like, and for want of 
a favourable wind, is detained too long 


they may bring theſe goods to their own 
always paying the tolls, and obſerving the 


uſual cuſtoms. 
„ Ttem, 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


% Item. That there ſhall no more be 


exacted by our village of Dam, from the 


W Scotch merchants, than nine mites for every 


W tun, pipe or barrel (there is fix mites in 


z one duyt, and eight duyts in a ſtiver.) 

3 * Item. The ſaid Scotch merchants 
may import in bales, their white cloths, 
Y of the ſtatute length and breadth, to any 
part of Flanders foreſaid, and there have 


them dyed, and may carry back the faid 
We cloths to their own country, without any 
Putt or hindrance: only they ſhall not fell 


or alienate, or any manner of way make 


merchandiſe of the foreſaid cloths, dyed or 
undyed, upon the penalties appointed by 


Jos, as it ſeems proper, againſt the contra- 


Wy vecners; always allowing the Scotch mer- 


WW chants to bring their cloths of a due 
W breadth, into our country of Flanders, in 
bales, according to the privileges already 


granted, to remain in force. Which liber- 


ties and privileges, all an ſingular afore- 


. faid, in the form and manner above ex- 


preſſed, we give and grant to the foreſaid 
merchants and ſubjects of Scotland. And 
that we ourſelves, and ſucceſſors, ſhall ob- 


— 


ſerve, 
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3427. ſerve, and cauſe them to be obſerved. All 
laws and ſtatutes made, or to be made in 
our country of Flanders, to the contrary i 
notwithſtanding. Hereby confirming all 
liberties and privileges of the ſaid ſubjed + 
and merchants already granted by our pro- T 
genitors, as if they were herein inſerted : 
word for word. Conſenting for the great. "7 
er ſecurity thereof, that the ſaid four mem- 8 
bers of our country of Flanders, promik: 155 
under their ſeal, that they ſhall obſerve, . 
and cauſe to be obſerved, all and — * one . 
of the ſaid privileges. 5 

* Moreover we conſent for ourſelves, and 
our ſucceſſors, the Earls of Flanders, that! 
if it ſhall happen (as we hope it ſhall not) 
that the ſaid privileges granted to the mer- 
chants and ſubjects of the kingdom oi 
Scotland be afterwards revoked ; they ſhall 
have a full year to remove themſelves and 
effects elſewhere, without any impediment 


whatſoever. 
„In teſtimony whereof, we have cauſed 


__ affix our ſeal to theſe preſent letters. Given 
at Leyden, in Holland, 6th December 


1427. 
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ſt 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


: It may be obſerved, that the King's re- 
W tuca to his kingdom, pointed out to a day, 


W was to be given to the complaints above 
mentioned: there is no mention made of 
W 2 Commiſſary, Procurator, or Canſervator 


from the King, for the managing of the 


from any document I have ſeen, how long 
- the trade was carried on in Flanders, undet 
5 ſuch an ample protection, and with ſo 
many privileges given it by the Duke of 
- Burgundy. It is poſſible that the original 
papers which may be found in the town 


. ing this matter. 
| James I. was murthered at Perth, 21& 


Mary was marricd to Wolphaert van Bor— 
| | had the compliment made him of the title 
land was long governed by Regents, on 


account of the minority of their Kings; ; 


M few 


1427» 


was no doubt to limit the redreſs which. 


Scotch merchandiſe. Nor does it appear 


of Bruges, may be the only means of clear= 


February, 1437, and was ſucceeded by his 
W ſon, James, not ſeven years of age. When 
W he was about fourteen years eld, his ſiſter 


W f{elen, fon to Henry van Borſelen, who 


of Earl of Buchan. The kingdom of Scot- 
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any other country, and which could be of 


them, without mentioning the particulars 
of theſe times, abundance of which are 


James the II. was killed in the year 1460; 


trade was not neglected, although it would 


if theſe minorities had not fo quickly fol- 
lowed one another. 


„ the Scorch TRADE 


few inſtances of which are to be found in 


no ſervice to the eſtabliſhment of foreign 
trade---I ſhall give the following liſt of 


of their hiſtory, referring that to writers 
publiſhed and ſufficiently well known, 


and ſucceeded by his fon, James III. then 
about ſeven years old, who was mur- 
thered in 1488. His ſon, James the IV. 
ſucceeded him, being about fixteen years 
of age, and was killed at Flouden, 1513, 
and left the kingdom to his ſon James the 
V. an infant of a year old, who died at 
Falkland, in the year 1542, and left the 
crown to his daughter Mary, born only 
eight days before her father's death. Not- 
withſtanding of all theſe misfortunes, we 
ſhall find by what follows, that the Scotch 


no doubt have been more for its intereſt, 


Havang 


RA 


* 


Having ſaid thus much of the Kings of 1444s 


Ws Scotland, I ſhall, on account of connexion 


- | with the view lam giving of the Scotch trade 
in the Netherlands, be a little more par- 


1 ticular with regard to the family of Van 
Z | Borſelen abovementioned, which was for 
many years both numerous and ſplendid, 
2 | having many large and rich eſtates in 


3 Flanders and Zealand. One of the bran- 


ches of it was Henry, Lord of Campvere, 


= whoſe ſon, Wolphaert, was married to Mary, 


Ws ſiſter to James II. She was attended from 


WT Scotland by Jonkheer Luyeh Van Schin- 
gen, and other Dutch gentlemen, to Camp- 
1 vere, in 1444. There was only one ſon 

= of this marriage, who died ſuddenly while 

15 he was a ſtudent at Louvain, in the 12th 
pear of his age — ſhe lived till the year 3 
W 1467. By this marriage he became bro- —_— 
W ther-in-law to the Dauphin of France, af 
- | terwards Lewis the XI. After Mary's death 

he married Charlot of Bourbon; ſhe died 

5 in 1478, and he 1487; they left only one 


daughter, Anna, married 1489, to the Lord 


of Beveren, who was made Admiral of 


f Flanders and Lord of Campvere; ; he died 
E q 1498; 
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Word. 


St. van 
Zeeland, 
2. p. 105, 
145. 


Te Water, 
Ad Zeel. 


p. 38. 


that the firſt ſllips from Denmark came to 
Campvere in 1459, but there is no men- 


riage, either by Reigenſbergh, nor any proof 
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| 1498. For her ſecond huſband, ſhe maried 


Lewis of Montfort, who died in 1 50s, 
and ſhe in 1518. The ſon of the firſt 
marriage was Adolph of Burgundy, who 
died 1539, and left his ſon and heir Maxi- 
milian of Burgundy, who was a great fa- 2 
vourite of the Emperor Charles V. He 


made him Premier Noble of Zealand, to 


which he hac no other title but the Em- 
peror's uncommon regard for him: In the 


year 1555, he was made the firſt Marquis "ip 


of Campvere, Stadholder of Holland, Zea- = 

land, Weſt Frieſland, and Utrecht, and 6 

died without children in 558. | 2 
It is ſaid that Wolphaert's marriage with 


Mary of Scotland, brought the Scotch Wi 


ſtaple trade to Campvere: the branch of Wi 
that family in poſſeſſion of it, gave all the = 
encouragement to trade in their power. 
Henry, in the year 1430, ſent out ſeveral 
ſhips to foreign countries, and it is obſerved, 


WN 
WORE 


tion made either of the ſtaple trade or 
ſtaple contract in.conſequence of this mar- 


to 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


F to be found of it in the town of Camp- 
* vere; ſo that this appears to be only a conjec- 
ture from Van Borſelen's marrying a ſiſter 
of the King of Scotland, and to give it a 
greater air of antiquity than can be atteſted 
upon ſufficient evidence. There is nothing 
of it to be found in the regiſters of the 
Scotch court; and the earlieſt date of any 
ſtaple contract is in the year 1528, men- 
tioned by Boxhorn. 

Flanders ſtill continued to be the prin- 
cipal market for the Scotch merchandize, 
where they had the quickeſt ſale, and the 
greateſt privileges. This trade became ſo 
lucrative that merchants were tempted to 


when the art of failing was not ſo well 


proved. The parliament thought fit to 
interpoſe their authority to put a ſtop to 
theſe bold adventurers, and prevent as 
much as poſſible the tranſporting of goods 
in the worſt ſeaſon of the year; and at the 
lame time to encourige | the trade with 


riſque their goods in the winter ſeaſon, 
underſtood, and conſequently the danger 


at ſea much greater, than in the ages fol- 
= lowing, when navigation is ſo much im- 


F rance, 


1444. 


Box h. 


1. 253. 
Tegen. W. 
2. 177. 
1466. 
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France, and accordingly made the follow. 
ing laws : | | 
cc It is ſtatute and ordained, That no 
ſhip be freighted out of the realm with any 
ſtaple goods from St. Simon and St. Jude's 
Day (28th October) until Candlemaſs. 


© That none of our Sovereign Lord's 


| lieges, from the firſt of St. Peter, called 
Ad Vincula (1ſt Auguſt) fare any ſhips in 


merchandiſe or goods to the Swyn, the 
Dam, or Bruges, under the pain of the 
tinſel (forfeit) of all their goods, and ba- 
niſhing of their perſons out of the realm; 


and that all perſons now having goods in 


the towns of Bruges, the Dam, or the 


Sluys, remove and devoid himſelf, and 
their goods off the ſaid places, before the 
faid feaſt of St. Peter; and from thence- 


forth, that they neither buy nor ſell, nor 


make merchandiſe in any of theſe places 


before written, under the pain aforeſaid. 
< Tt is ſtatute and ordained in the faid 

Parliament, that it ſhall be lawful to all 

merchants in this realm, to fail to the 


Rochel, Bourdeaux, France and Norman- 
dy, with ſuch merchandiſe as is conveni- 


ent 


it 


1 
A 4 
ru, 
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ent therefore, ſicklike as they did of be- 
5 fore, and all ſtaple goods, to remain in 
- | ſtaple, and paſs to no market, and this to 
8 be obſerved under the pain aforeſaid.” 

8 Sir George Mackenzie has given the 
5 following explication of this article, which 


I ſhall add, as it comes from ſuch an emi- 


nent lawyer. 


„ Bruges was . firſt Staple of this 


= nation, but it is diſcharged by this act to be 
5 the Staple for the future, and our ſhips 
” | are allowed to go to the French ports, 
becauſe of the alliance we had with France, 
and that France and Flanders were then 

entering into war,” 


175 Staple goods were to remain in ſtaple, 


and not to go to the market; for clearing 


of which act, it is fit to know that Kings 
and common-wealths allow ſome goods 


only, to be ſold at particular places, and 


theſe are called Staple goods, and the place 
is called the Staple port. Jus ſtapuli eſt 


Y poteſtas ſiſtendi in ſuo fero, reſtringuendi- 
W qui merces ſpeciali emporii beneficio cer- 
tis civitatibus competens loccen de Jur. 
Mar. 1. 30. No. 3. poteſt enim Rex ad 
3 bonum 
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Macken. 
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bonum publicum in hos caſus diſpenſari. 
But the privilege of Staple is not compe- 
tent, except it be ſpecially granted; and 


ſtrangers as well as natives, may be forced 


to obſerve that privilege, for they are here 


tanquam ſubditi temporarii grot. de J. B. 
ac P. p. 2. n. 11. But yet this diſcharg · 


ing the carrying of ſtaple goods from Si- 
mon and Jude's day, till Candlemaſs, is in 


deſuetude, for our beſt trade 1s now in 
winter : but the reaſon why winter trade 
was then diſcharged, was becauſe our vel- 


ſels were ſmall, and our ſeamen ignorant, 


ſo that many periſhed by winter voyages. 


f Notwithſtanding the ſeverity of theſe 
acts, againſt exporting goods to Flanders, 
and allowing to be carried to France, the 
Parliament on the ziſt January following 
gave licence to merchants to paſs to Midle- 


burgh with their good, finding it both leſs 
profitable and more dangerous to carry 
their goods to France, and very often lia- 


ble to be taken in their voyage by the 
Engliſh, who were very ſeldom good 
friends with the Scotch; befides the mar- 

ket, 


TAX 


IN 
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ket was much nearer, and the city of 


Midleburgh having a great deal of the 
Engliſh trade, was in a very flouriſhing 


way, being the ſtaple port of the iſland of 


Walcheren, by a ſpecial privilege from the 


Earls of Holland, whereby no goods could 


be landed or fold in the iſland, before 
they were brought to Midleburgh, and there 


bought at that port, they might carry 
chem elſewhere: hence it is plain, there 
WW was no ſtaple contract between Scotland 
and Campvere, nor any law the merchants 


were under, of exporting their goods to 
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A * years thereafter, the town of 


Campvere, by a ſpecial Patent from Edward 
IV. King of England, had the liberty giv- 
en them to trade freely in his kingdom. 
W But there is no mention of this town being 
W a ſtaple port, either for the Engliſh or 
Scotch ; the former having theirs at Ca- 
lais; and it appears by ſome acts of Parli- 
ament ſcveral years afterwards, that the 


latter had the freedom to trade to the Low 
Countries, without being confined to 
N Campvere, 
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offered to ſale; and then, if they were not 
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Campvere, which 1 is not fo much as men- 
tioned in theſe laws, 

It had been ordered fo early as in the 
reign of James the I. that every merchant 
trading beyond ſea, muſt have of his own 
proper goods, or at leaſt committed to him, 


three ſerplaiths of woot (a ſerplaith of 


wool containing eighty ſtone, and a fer- 


plaith of goods, containing two laſt). And 
in the reign of James III.“ it is ſtatute and 


_ ordained, that the acts of parliament made 


before, upon the great multitude of ſimple 
unhoneſt perſons, ſailors forth of all bur- 
roughs ſouth and north in the parts of 


Flanders, Holland or Zealand, might be 


put to due execution, ſo that no man fail 


in the faid parts im any way of merchan- 


diſe, but famous and worſhipful men, hayu- 
ing ilk ane of their own halfe (on their own i 


account) a laſt of goods, or ſae miekle in 
geerage and governance (committed to 
him) under the pain of ten pounds, to be 
raiſed to our ſovereign lord's uſe, as the old 
acts proportis; and alſo, that no mer- 
chant, ſhall within the foreſaid parts, but 
gif (except) he be a free man of a borrough 

= ___and 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


and indweller of the fame, under the ſaid 
pain: And that ſearchers might be limit 
{ought to be appointed) hereupon, having 
power to execute, and ſearch the acts, and 
raiſe the pain, and inbring the fame, till 
our Sovereigu Lord's Chequer, as oft as 
they be found doing the contrary hereof. 
And the Commiſſioners think expedient, 
that in every burough the Provoſt, Baillies, 


and Cuſtomers be ſearchers, and anſwer 


hereof.” 


From the above act, it may be inferred, 


that there was no reſtriction upon the trade, 


as to any particular town, Campvere, or 


any other in Flanders, Holland or Zealand. 


Nor is there any order given to the Con- 


ſervator, or any officer commiſſioned by 


the King in the Netherlands, to ſearch ſuch 


ſimple and unhoneſt perſons (as they are 


called) otherwiſe he would have been or- 
dered to have ſearched, and looked after 
the contraveeners, had that office ſubſiſted, 


as it afterwards did, and became one of 


the chief branches of his duty and autho- 


The trade, for ſome time following, 
ſeems 
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ſeems to have fluctuated from one town in 
the Low Countries to another; but till 


| Bruges had a conſiderable ſhare in it, partly 
from the advantage of its fituation, and 


partly from the connexions and acquain- 
tances many of the Scotch merchants had in 


that city, from their long run of buſineſs 


with the inhabitants: But when equal en- 
couragement was offered from other places, 


it fell by degrees —the towns of Midle- 
burgh and Campvere, vying with each 


other, which of them ſhould make the moſt 
engaging offers to draw it to themſelves. 


The former of theſe having at this time, 
a large trade, and ready market, for Scotch 


and Engliſh goods lying in the Scald, and 
near Antwerp, and not yielding for a flour- 
iſhing trade to any other town in the neigh- 


| bourhood. Campvere had much the ſame 


advantages with regard to the conveniency 


for the Scotch market, only Midleburgh 
was better furiſhed with goods which the 


Scotch wanted to buy and carry home to 
their own country. 


In the beginning of the 1 centu- 
ry, the Parliament impowered the Conſer- 


vator 
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F {-rvator, whoſe office became fixed, legal, "IM: 
ind eſtabliſhed, to obſerve, and decide the 
1 differences that might ariſe among mer- 
5 | chants beyond ſea, but not without 
© 1 the concurrence and vote of a certain 
5 number of merchants, to judge and deter- 
> mine with him. I have though proper to 
W tranſcribe this act being the firſt; ſo far as 
I know, wherein his office and juriſdiction. 
are mentioned in ſuch a particular and 
explicit manner. : 

„It is ſtatuate and U added. for the * 
* weal of merchandiſe, and for the great ex- 19. Aa dl. 
| | orbitant expences made by them, upon 
= ples (law ſuits) in the parts beyond 
ſea :. That therefore the Conſervator of this 
realm, have juriſdiction to do juſtice among 
the faid merchants, our Sovereign Lord's 


lieges: That is to ſay, betwixt merchant 
and merchant, in the parts beyond the ſca; 


and the ſaid Conſervator proceed not upon 
any matter, but gif (except) they be ſix 
of the beſt and honeſteſt merchants, of moſt | 
knowledge of the realm, that ſhall lit and 
have power with him, if fo many may be 
gotten, and if there be not to the number 


of 
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muſt be obſerved, that no particular port 
is mentioned, to which the trade was 


chants, men of honeſty and knowledge, 


rally went along with their own goods, 


| merchants ; eſpecially as none by the law, 


Of the Scorch TRADE 


of fix, that there fit four merchants with 
him at the leaſt, all have fic-like power 
with him, to miniſter juſtice, and that 
no merchant purſue another, before any 
other judge, beyond the ſea, nor do in| i 
contrair this a&, under the pain of five 
pound, to be paid to the King of (by) 
the perſuer, and payment of the N 
to the partie perſued. 

From the above act of Parliament, it 


confined, as the expreſſion is general, is 
the parts beyond ſea. The diſputes and 
differences between merchant and mer- 
chant, came under the cogniſance of the 
Conſervator, and fix or four other mer- 


And as the merchants in that age, gene- 


and their trade was wholly in the ſummer Wil 
time, there was no difficulty of finding 
as many as the law appointed, to judge 
in queſtions which might ariſe amongſt 
themſelves, relating to their buſineſs as 


Were 


in the NETHERLANDS. 
| < 


were allowed to accompany their goods, 
z | but perſons abill (men of knowledge) and 
W cood fame. But to prevent the abuſes to 
= which ſuch a juriſdiction might be liable, 
| £ | the following act 1 is ſubjoined ; 

| : Item. It is ſtatute and ordained, that 
1 the Conſervator of Scotland, come yearly 


E him yearly, that ſhall anſwer to every ilk 


W that under the pain of the tinſel of his 
N great (120 guilders) to the King.“ 


of Walcheren, differs very little as to the 
diſtance, from a voyage to Sluys or Bruges; 


caccidents, the one may be made much 
boner, and with fewer hazards than the 


merce of the city of Antwerp, upon the 


from the iſland, contributed not a little 
« | I 


to 


man, upon all things that they have to 
W fy to him, for all matters: and make 
certification to the King or his Council, of 
Z | the ſending of the ſaid Procurator, and 


A voyage from Scotland to the iſland 


but according to the weather, or other 


I river of the Scald, and at no great diſtance. 


1503. 


Skene, 


p. 94+ 
home, or ſend a reſponſible Procurator for 


office, and payment of twenty pounds 


W other: this added to the flouriſhing com- 
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Midleburgh and Campvere: the laſt of 
which, by its ſafe and convenient ſituation, 
drew a great ſhare of it to their town, 


were ſo much the more ſenſible of, a; 
they were promiſed greater encouragement, 
if they would bring their trade to Zealand, 


eaſy, and greater gainers. The ſenſible and 


Scotch trade, before the fixteenth century, 


accommodation of merchandiſe, became 
not only empty, but continued uſeleſs, 


22323 —— — 603 Lore gar — — ͤ 
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to diminiſh, and at laſt to remove the 
ſtaple trade of Flanders, and ſettle it at 


upon the Scotch removing from Bruges, 
Beſides they began to find ſeveral incon- 
veniences in this city, which perhaps they 


which determined them to leave a place 
they had ſo long frequented, and tranſport 
their trade, where they hoped to be more 


viſible effect this had upon ſuch a large 
and popolous city, is a proof that the 


was much more conſiderable, than it 1s 
generally taken to be; of which there could 
not be a ſtranger proof, than from what 
ſoon followed: For many houſes, pack- 
houſes, cellars, and other places for the 


and 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


end at laſt were a burthen to the proprie- 
W tors. 


The greateſt part of the Scotch trade 


and favour in their power, to draw as 
much as poſſible, of ſuch a profitable chan- 
nel of commerce to their own harbour; 


5 | manded to put the laws and ſtatutes re- 


in execution, as he ſhall be anſwerable to 
the King; and there is an order of his 


b ſubſcription by his own hand, dated at 
W dtriveling (Stirling) the 25th June, 1 530. 


ngle port, or obliged him to fix his re- 
W lidence there. 

However, the privileges of che Scotch 
merchants were gradually augmented, 
while they were laid under ſtricter regu- 
3 Q lations 


5 was tranſported to Zealar d. Campvere 
W cſpecially gave it all the encouragement 


although hitherto it does not ſeem to be 
reſtricted to it, for the Conſervator is com- 


. ; lating. to the trade in the Low Countries, 


: But is does not appear from that royal 
command and order to the Conſervator, 
that the ſtaple trade was reſtricted to a 


00 = 177. 


highneſs (that is the King's) ſignet, and 


1530. 
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Theſe no doubt were adapted to the requi- 


of mercantile affairs in the courſe of two 


Lord, the King's grace, for theweil (benefit) 


make merchandiſe until the time that 


him counſel in the ſelling for their own 


e 
N 
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lations by the King; which cannot be 1 
better cleared up than by inſerting the 1 
following articles, being of the oldeſt i 
date, and the firſt of that kind found in | 
the regiſters of the Conſervator's or court 5 
book, as it is called. I have tranſcribed | 
them on account of their ſingularity, when I 
conſidered in the preſent age, ſhewing the 
ſpirit, cuſtoms, and manners of theſe times, 


ſites, and circumſtances of merchandiſ: 
then, however ſingular they may now 
ſeem. The alterations and improvement 


centuries have been great: 
Item. It is ordered by our ſovereign 


of merchants, that paſs into Flanders, 
that none of them fhall break bulk, nor 


their goods be firſt houſed, and their ſhips 


loiſed (unload) and be adviſed with the 
Conſervator, how the market is, and alk 


profit, under the pain of five Shch. Groot 
: == 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


l zo ſtivers) to be taken of them that do 


the contrary. 
<« Item. That no cellars 10 A; hit 


15 thrice in the week, for the ſelling of their 
5 goods, under the ſame pain. 
Item. It is appointed and agreed, for the 
= | ſummer market that ſhall begin at fix in 
z | the morning, till eleven; and from one 
55 in the afternoon, till ſeven; and the win- 
ter market from eight to twelve, and from 
5 one to four in the afternoon. ä 


* Item. When they buy their gear (goods) 


9 in the market, that none ſhall paſs (enter) 
but two, in each booth (ſhop) at once, 


and if any of their marois (country 


Z | men) come, and find them there, they 
WT hall paſs forth (retire) and cheapen no 
5 bond till the other have done. 
= © Item. When theſe merchants have 

I bought their merchandiſe, and other 
WT ncighbours:of this country come to them, 
3 and aſk what ſuch goods coſt them, they 
WT ſhall ſhew them the verity. 5 
= * Item. That no merchant, when he has 
g bought his goods, ſhall bring them home 


himſelf, 
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himſelf, but ſhall cauſe them upon his ex- 
pence to take them to his lodgings, or 
cellar, like an honeſt (faſhionable) mer- 
CHant; fs; | 91 

* Item. That no merchant that buys bis 
meat in the market, take ii: home in his 
ſleeve, or upon his knife's point. 

* Item That none ſeil in merchandiſe, 


except he be honeſtly abuillzied, (decently 


cloathed) like an heneſt merchant : and if 
he be not well cloathed, that the Confer: 


vator warn him to cloath himſelf, and if 
he fails, and docs not the ſame, that the 
Conſervator take as much of his goods 
and cloath him with. 

Item. That no fronts, boys, or o- 
ther ſhips, that bring home goods out of 
the market, be freighted in the market, 
for (becauſe of ) their great fraud ; but 
alenarly before the Conſervator, nor may 
others that come in Scotland fick-like, 
and that acts be made thereupon. 

„Item. Whatſoever merchant that is 
chargeit (ſummoned) by the Conſervator's 
officer to compear before him, and diſſo- 

| beys, 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


beys, and comes not, ſhall pay the ſame 
uolaw. (zo ſtiv.) 
„Item. That all Scotch ſkippers, and 


their childer (crew) ſhall obey the Con- 


ſervator under the ſame pain. 
% Item. If there be any Scotch man, 
that fights, tuillzies, (quarrels) or draws 


blood one of another, or commits any 


theft; that the Conſervator with the ad- 
vice of the council, puniſh the faulters 
or doers vigorouſly, and take the unlaw 
of them, of 5 pund groot. (30 guild.) 


and impriſon their perſons. 


Item. If any Scotſman dies, his goods 
ſhall be delivered in keeping to the Con- 


ſervator, till (for the benefit of ) his wife, 
bairns, or friends, that the executors there- 


W to ſend for them. 


* Item. That every honeſt merchant 


paſs with (attend) the Conſervator in ſo- 


lemn days, and high times, or to the bu- 
rial, when any neighbour dies, for the 


honeſty (credit) of the realm. 


“Item. That no Scotlman, call ano- 
ther (i.e. a Scotſman) before any judge, 


but before the Conſervator. 


8 Item. 
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privilege as burghers). 
and charges the ſaid Conſervator, that 


ges, and merchants dwelling within Scot- 


groot (60 guild.) 


ſhall anſwer to his grace thereupon. 
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© Item. That all factors that are Scotch 
men, within the Duke's lands, ſhall an- 
ſwer to the Conſervator, and not alledge 
from him to their porterie (appeal to their 
The King's grace, 


now as then, and then as now, commands 
he diſcharge all, and ſundry his lie- 


land, to make any ſuch their factors, in 
time coming, under the pain of tend pund 


Our ſovereign Lord the king 8 grace, 
charges ſtraitly, and commands the Con- 
ſervator of the nation of Scotland, now 
preſent and for to come, that they put theſe 
acts and ſtatutes in execution, as they 


« At Stirling the 25th January, 1532.” 
There is little or nothing to be found 
in the court books, relating to the trade 
in the Netherlands for ſeveral years fol- 
lowing, which is the leſs ſurpreſſing, as 
Charles V. was in no good terms with 
the King of Scotland, whoſe alliance 
with France, was not agreeable to the em- 
_ peror, 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


peror, whoſe ſubjects were ſoon made 
ſenſible, that the King had it in his power 
to diſtreſs them, in a very valuable branch 
of their fiſhing upon the coaſt of Scotland. 

To prevent which, Robert Fogo, of Leith, 
with ſeveral veſſels under his command, 
failed, and cruiſing along the coaſts of the 
Low Countries, took many of their her- 
ring buſhes, which affected the principal 
adventurers of Schiedam and the Briel in 
a very ſenſible manner. The province of 


ened to make repriſals, and actually did ſo, 
ufing a method not uncommon in that 


age, by arreſting all the effects belonging 


] to the Scotch Merchants in their country. 
« The governeſs of the Netherlands, Mary, 
. Queen Dowager of Hungary, wanted to 
b purſue ſofter meaſures, and therefore 
h thought it more prudent, as well as more 
* equitable, to write to James the V. and 
1 endeavour to ſettle theſe differences ami- 


cably, rather than carry them to extre- 
mity. 


Holland ſoon found the bad conſequences 
which behoved to attend the interrupting 
of thisimportant and profitable branch of 
the fiſhery ; accordingly | the ſtates threat- 


1532. 
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1 * 


upon the coaſt of his kingdom. The ſtates 


time applied to the emperor to proted 
and aſſiſt them in carrying on their fiſh- 
ing, otherwiſe they would be unable to 


tion; the King at the ſame time being 


tion with Charles the V. Accordingly, ne- 
gotiations were entered upon, and a treaty 


"a 

"$0 4 
"Oy ** 
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mity. But the ſtep the ſtates had taken 


to make themſelves amends, ſo exaſpe- 
rated the King, that he threatened them 
with his fixed reſolution, of putting an . 
entire ſtop to the Dutch herring fiſhery Wn 


on the other hand remonſtrated to the 
King, that ſuch a prohibition was incon- 
fiſtent with the freedom of navigation, 
and even with the mutual treaties ſub- 
fiſting between them; and at the ſame 


bring up their ſubſidies. As no argument 
could more effectually engage his atten- 


much embarraſſed with his ſubjects at 
home, and with the ſituation he was in 
with regard to his uncle Henry the VIII. 
of England, he was the more readily diſ- 
poſed to hearken to terms of accommoda- 


concluded between them, which was 
| 725 | - publiſhed 


in the NzTHERLANDS. 


1 publiſhed in the month of F arten 
541. = 
E Peace being reſtored, the Scotch 
A | merchants wanted to recover their former 
: privileges, and ſettle their trade in ſome 
I | convenient port of the Low countries; for 


x > 9 e 


3 one excluſive of another, either by any 
LY | expreſs contract, or any ſpecial law in Scot- 
| I | land ; 
E | their goods to any town in the Nether- 
W lands, where they found the beſt recep- 


tion, and the readieſt and moſt profita- 
ble market; and for this reaſon, an en- 


| l quiry was made, what town would afford 
| > | them the beſt encouragement, 
[ =] moſt convenient for them : this appears 
from the following extract, dated the 6th 
of April, 1541: 


I d LIES 


Wy and council of the burgh of Edinburgh, 


Z | derwritten ; that is to ſay, the commiſſi- 
Wy oners of Aberdeen, Perth, Stirling, Lin- 
lithgow, and John Small appearing for 
the burrow of Dundee, as one Qt the bail- 


P lies, 


2 | hitherto they had not been confined to 


but had the liberty of carrying 


and be 


% The which day, the vrovaſk, paillies, 


HM with the commiiſicnen ef burrows un- 
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lies thereof, to excuſe their Abende, com- 
pearing anent (concerning) their matters, 
and anent their ſtaple, confents and thinks 
expedient to paſs to the port and town of 2 
Flanders, of the Duke's lands, that wilt | 
give and grant to them, moſt and grenteſ 


privileges, and if it were the King's grace's 
pleaſure, crave to Middleburgh, nor (ra- 


ther than) to the Campvere; and that 
the town of Campvere granted not, nor 
gave not them larger privileges, nor (than) 
Midleburgh.“ | 
« Extractum de libro actorum curia 
de Edenburgh. Brown-hil.” 
The burroughs juſtly thought that an 
enquiry of this kind might turn out to the 


benefit of trade, and perhaps engage 


Midleburgh and Campvere to vie with one 
another, which of them ſhould offer the 


moſt favourable terms, on condition the 
Scotch ſtaple trade was to be ſettled in one 


er other of theſe towns. The effect of this 
enquiry will appear from the extracts here 
annexed; the firſt tranſlated out of the 


Low Dutch : : and as they ſerve likewiſe to 
give us a view of the ſtate of the Scotch 


merchan diſe 
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in the NETHERLANDS... - 


merchandiſe at that time, and the remar- 
8 kable difference of the value of money then, 


from what it is now, for theſe reaſons I 
am perſuaded they well deſerve to be here 
inſerted. 5 

© Interrogatories, concerning the report 
of Andrew Mowbray, and James Hen- 


derſon, commiſſioners, as they call them- 
ſelves. (200 zy zeggen) from the town of 
| Edinburgh in Scotland, for the advance- 


ment of the ſtaple, and the benefit of the 
nation of Scotland. 

Imperial notary, by virtue of your of- 
fice, you will be pleaſed to examine the 
merchants, ſkippers, and others of the nati- 
on of Scotland, Brabant, Flanders, Holland, 


Zealand, and other witneſſes as marked in 


the margin: whether 2 can declare 
upon their conſciences, and according to 
their experience, that they, verily, cer- 


tainly, and in truth know, that the rhode, 


| | port, harbour, and town of Midleburgh 
in Zealand, is more proper, leſs dange- 


rous, more acceſſible, eafier to go to, out, 


and in, more commodious, and more pro- 
table, and where may be had quicker 


diſpatch, 


A. $3, 
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Of the ScoTcH TRADE 


diſpatch, and ſpeedier juſtice for choſe 


who haunt, and frequent the ſaid place, 


and for ſhips and merchants of the above- 
mentioned nations and countries, as alſo 
from the merchants and others from Scot- 
land, who would bring their goods there, 


and for the merchants of the foreſaid 
lands, who come to the ſame place to 


take goods away from it, rather than the 
port of Campvere in Zealand, or any 


other harbour, town, or place of the lands 
eee which may be frequented. 
Signed, Andrew Wee James 


Henderſon.“ 


The Commiſſioners made the following 
report, which I ſhall give in their own 
words. 

The articles after following, are aug- 


mented and ſtatute by them of Midle— 


burgh, above the articles and priveleges 
that we produced before your Lordſhips, 
and Commiſſioners of Burrows, the fixth 
of April, at the requeſt of us, your Com- 


miſſioners and ſervants, inſtead of better. 


Item. If any of our nation, mer- 
Chanis or others, —— to recover any 
thing 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


| |. | thing by their ſentence, that incontinent, 


We ſhall be pur. in poſſeſſion, notwith- 


ſtanding of any appellation, where in the 
: | Vere (whereas in Campvere) we could not 
N 3 be put in poſſeſſion by their ſentence until 
the end of the pley fortune by appellation, 


| 5 firſt from them to the Hague in Holland, 


1 | and from Holland, by appellation to Mech- 
ln in Brabant, to the great hurt of all 
| : our nation. 

hat no Scotch man making his own 
coſt (furniſhing his own victuals) ſhall 


pay more for his chamber and writing 


comptoir, and furniſhed bed, than one 
ſtiver leep- money, or therein as they 


pleaſe. 


If they eat with their oyſt (landlord) 
beſides their drink, they ſhall pay twa 
ſtivers at the meloth (for the meal) at all 


the deareſt, with their chamber, comptoir, 
and bed free. 


fk they defire, they ſhall count them by 


the piece (in general) and not by the head, 


as the manner is in Campvere ſo that they 
fare better, and better cheap, has fait er 
napery, fairer ſervets, fairer chambers, 


fairer 


10g 


254. 
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Of the Scoren TRADE 


fairer comptoirs, fairer beds than in Camp. 


Vere. 


« Tt is ordained for the conſervation of al 
privileges and articles, as well as of 


thoſe, that an officer ſhall paſs through 
the town, every week once, during the 


market, to ſee that na man be plenteous 
(complaining) but ſhall incontinent be re- 
medied.” 

The above report evidently favours the 
town of Midleburgh, and in all probabi- 


lity would have fixed the Scots traffick in 
that city, had not Maximilian of Bur- 
gundy made very favourable propoſitions 
to the Scotch merchants, to fix their Sta- 
ple trade in his town of Campvere, at 


leaſt to make it the principal port of Zea- 
land, for goods coming from Scotland, 


theſe offers received no ſmall weight from 
the great influence he had with Charles 
the Emperor, and the uncommon pains 


he took to make Campvere conſiderable, 


and flouriſhing by foreign merchandiſe. 
Accordingly the ſame year, and in all pro- 


bability before the royal boroughs had 


dome to any reſolution, as to which of 
the 


8 
>» 


a” 


n the NETHERLANDS. 111 
be dee they ſhould prefer, he made . 
W them very favourable and ſpecious offers 
| contained in the following articles, which 

I ſhall here inſert, having tranſlated them 
from the Dutch: they are not to be found 

in the regiſters of the court book, but 
they well deſerve a place, as they laid the 
foundation of theſe privileges, which were 

* afterwards, from time to time enlarged 
by contract, between the royal burrows 

z of Scotland and the town of Campvere, 
nad became what is now called the ſtaple 

= contract. 

% Maximilian of Burgundy, Lord of 
E Bevern, of Campvere, Fluſhing, Touig- Nd. 
hem, Demburgh, Brainvers, Paſen, Duyve- N 
land, &c. Admiral by fea. 2 

= © Bc it known to all men, That for the 

= 200d, friendſhip, confederacy, and cuſtom 

of dealing together, which in former times 

4 the kingdom of Scotland, have manifeſted 

? and ſhewen to our predeceflors, Lords of 

= Campvere, hoping the ſame ſhall continue, 

| We for the good and great affection, which 
ve reciprocally have for the ſaid nation, 
and for the deſire we have to entertain 

1 friend 
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friendſhip, correſpondence, and commu- 


and to grant them the liberties, privileges, 


preſented to theſe of Dundee, Perth, St. 


for the ſaid merchants, trading to and 
| frequenting our ſaid town of Campyere, 


vere, the moſt commodious and conveni- 
ent that can be found, for thoſe of the ſaid 


ſhall not pay exciſe for victuals imported 


_ Of the ScoTen TRADE 


nication with the ſaid nation, and the in- 
habitants of our town of Campvere. And 
in conſequence of the charge and com- 
miſſion we have given to our Deputies, 
ſent to the kingdom of Scotland, to treat 
with the merchants of the ſaid nation, 


and franchiſes, by us to them, offered and oY 


Andrews, Aberdeen, Montroſe, and Coy- 
per, and accepted by them, which we 
freely and willingly grant, and conſent 
unto. Likeas we freely and willingly 
grant and conſent unto, out of our fayour 


the points and articles following : 


« Firſt. We grant to theſe of the ſaid 
nation, a houſe within our town of Camp: 


nation, without paying any hire, with 
freedom of exciſe upon wine, or beer, for 
thoſe of the ſaid nation; and likewiſe they 


for 
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in the NETHERLANDS. 


for their proviſion, entertainment and con- 
ſumpt. 

« If they are robbed or r ſpoiled of their 
ſhips or goods, we ſhall order a proſecu- 
tion and reſtitution at our expence; and 


likewiſe we ſhall cauſe be kept buoys, 


and other floating marks, or beacons, in 
the ſtream before our ſaid town, to pre- 


vent danger or ſhipwreck. And if by 
ſtorm or otherwiſe, any of their ſhips ſhall 
be in danger, there ſhall immediately 
proper people be ſent to their aſſiſtance, 
at a reaſonable rate, to deliver them, who 
ſhall agree thereto by the advice of the 


W merchants. And on their arrival in the 


harbour, the ſkippers and fiſhers ſhall be 


obliged to make room, and give place as 


ſoon as poſſible: And if they make any 
reſiſtance, we ſhall order them to be pu- 
niſhed according to the circumſtances of 


fy Likewiſe, We ſhall adviſe, and cauſe 
good order and rules to be obſerved, that 
tor the future, workmen, porters, and ſuch- 
like employed daily by the ſaid merchants, 
thall work for their accuſtomed wages 


. formerly 
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formerly eſtabliſhed, without exceediry 


to put or keep their goods in, they ſhall 


| longer time, which ſhalt be done with 
moderation : And it ſhall not be permit- 
ted to any perſon whatſoever, to encreaſe 


pack-houſes, after the arrival of the Seo 


merchants. 


buried in the ſaid church. 


Of the SeoTCH TRADE 


the ſame, or offering to refuſe, or giving 
rude and opprobrious language, and if they 
do they ſhall be puniſhed as above. 

* If the foreſaid merchants ſhall haye 
occaſion for cellars, houſes, or pack-houſe 


apply to- thoſe who are appointed to tax 
the ſame, either by the month, or for a 


the hire for the ſaid cellars, houſes, or 


They ſhall have the ben and op- 
tion of 'a ſuitable place in the collegiate 
church of our town of Campvere, with a 
chaplain, ſo as it ſhall pleaſe the ſaid nation; 
who ſhall be provided with a preben- 
dary of canons, upon the firſt vacancy in 
the ſaid church. And theſe of that nation 
who die, ſhall be buried in the ſaid cha- 
pel, without paying any duty, which 1s 
accuſtomed to be paid for thoſe who ae 


8 


«If 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


If thoſe of the ſaid nation ſhall find 
W it moſt profitable for them, or to their 
loss, we ſhall cauſe the ell to be changed 
co Antwerp's meaſure, and a ſponſible man 
WE hall be choſen for metſter, who ſhall take 
a paract ( ) for the hundred ells, 
YH but if a ſingle piece of cloth be meaſured 
it ſhall only pay half a paract, according 
W to antient cuſtom. And the price of 
YH weighing ſhall be according to that of 
WE Midleburgh; and likewiſe they ſhall not 
bey any duty for the crane, or for thoſe 
3 goods which they can unload by their 
IF own machines, except deſweddes ( ) 
and wine. They ſhall likewiſe be free of 
I the crane for theſe goods bought at 
4 Midleburgh, and the right of the crane 
WE all only he paid for theſe goods that 
W do not come to Campvere. But if they 
make uſe of the crane, they ſhall pay the 
duty, and not otherwiſe. And we (hall 
WT do all in our power, and uſe all our in- 
W fluence, that theſe of the ſaid nation ſhall 
be free, and pay only a cuſtom or toll, 
ſo as the Engliſh, both being one franc, 
bat exempted from the duty of anchorage. 

CC If 
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merchandiſe, between a Scotch man, and 


fon for pilots, to ſhew them the fair way, 


ſuit an any of the courts of this count!}, 


Of the Score TRADE 


© If any queſtion ariſe on account of 


one of any other nation, they ſhall apply 
firſt to the judge of our town of Camp- 
vere, without any tedious or long form 
of proceſs ; the differences ariſing between 
thole of the ſaid nation, amongſt them- 
ſeives, fhall be decided by the Comm 
tor of the ſaid nation. 

The ſaid nation, if they have occa- 


in going out or coming in, to Campyvere, 
they ſhall be . at the a of 
our 1 tove! | 

There is 1 granted to thoſe ot 
the ſaid nation, a garden or an incloſure, or 
Other Place, for heir recreation, Convent 
eney and at muſement: And for their be- 
neat we Walt cauſe make a ciſtern for rain 
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water, which ſhall be conveyed and pu- 
ried by being conveyed in lead. 
. Y IF it ſhoula ſo happen that theſe of 
the laid nation, in particular, or in gene- 
ral, all Lave occaſion to carry on a "hw 


we promiſe them all manner of help and 


aſſiſt- 


in the NETHERLANDS, Fwy 


aſſiſtance in the ſaid lawſait; and likewiſe . 
the aſſiſtance of our ſervants, if it thall be 
neecdſul, without any charges. And we 
ſhall not ſuffer, that n account of any 
affair concerning the, they {hall be in- 
jured or ill uſed, which ſhall be prevented 
as much as in us lies. N 
In approbation and confirmation of 
tie above written, we have figned with 
our hand, and cauſed affix our ſeal and 
arms of the town, 6th December, 541.“ 
Thele privileges granted by Maximilian, 

were very encouraging, and might have 
drawn the trade to, and fixed it in the 

town of Campvere, had a good under- 
ſtanding continued between the Scotch 
and the town. At this time Scotland was 
at war with England, and a few years af- 
ter Charles the V. concluded a treaty of 
veace with Henry the VIII. The Scotch 
looking upon the Emperor's ſubjects to be vas. hig. 
their enemies, as well as the Engliſh, car- “. 
ried their reſentment, or rather the means 
they took to enrich ſome particulars, to a 

very imprudent and unwarrantable height: 
They not only took. ſeveral Engliſh veſlels, 


and 
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Of the SCOTCH TRADE 


and brought them as lawful prizes into 


the town of Campvere, but plundered 


ſome ſhips belonging to Antwerp, which, 
put it out of the power of Maximilian 


to protect them; and exaſperated the - 
Emperor ſo much againſt them, that he 

ordered all the Scotch ſhips in the port of 
Campvere to be arreſted, and the failors 


to be impriſoned. Some of them how- 


ever, breaking. their confinement, made 


themſelves maſters of an, Engliſh ſhip ly- 
ing in the harbour, and carried her to 
Scotland; which could not fail to en- 


Tage the Emperor againſt them more and. 


more. The conſequence of which was, 


as happens frequently by accident, but 


here by an expreſs order, that the inno- 


cent ſuffer with, and very often for the 
guilty. He commanded all the goods 


belonging to the Scots, to be immedi- 


ately ſeized and publickly ſold, for the 
benefit of the owners, or thoſe concerned 
in-the Engliſh ſhip. Not only ſo, but a 
proclamation was publiſhed, declaring oO 


Scots ſhould be held and ſuſtained, 


publick 


38 
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publick enemies through all the ou 


Countries. 


Hence the Scots and Netbolders 
inferred, that they had the liberty of 


= wrecking their fury upon one another, eſ- 


pecially doing each other all the hurt and 


injury which lay in their power at ſea 3 


but when their fury was a little abated, 
they found that they were both deſtroy- 


ing their own intereſt, which they might 


very eaſily find out; but how to remove 


the quarrels and compoſe their differences 


became more and more difficult. 


The trade in Holland ſuffered fo much, 


W that they fitted out eight men of war from 
= Campvere to protect their veſſels at ſea, 
and when they did fo, they likewiſe took 


ſeveral prizes which they carried into 
Zealand. 


While matters were in this turbulent 


ſtate, the Emperor became very ſenſible 
that an open and fafe trade was much 
more for the mutual benefit of both 

countries, while it ſuffered extremely by 


the methods taken by both parties to bring 
one another to ſubmiſſion. He fent the 


year 


1544 
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year following, Mathew Stirk to Scot- 
land, and ſoon after followed William 


Norman, Commiſſioner from Amſterdam, 
to uſe all their endeavours to engage the 
Scots to harken to a truce, as a preli- 


minary of a ſettled peace. The Scots 
were' ſo mach the more diſpoſed to ac- 
cept of this offer, as their affairs at home 
were in tae moit diſtracted fituation, which 


I need not mention, being ſo generally 
known. Accordingly an agreement ſeem- 


ed to be at hand, but hoſtilities ſtill went 
on ; notwithſtanding the Earl of Arran, 
then Regent, with conſent of Parliament, 
ſent Sir Thomas Erſkine to the Low 
Countries to negociate.a peace with Lewis 
of Flanders, Lord of Parat, John St. 
Maurice, Lord of Montbarry, and Vig- 


lius of Zuichem, appointed Commiſſion- 
ers by Mary the Governeſs. But this had 
not the deſired effect, and obliged the 
Emperor to take more vigorous meaſures 


to eſtabliſh a public tranquillity upon the 
terms propoſed, by making the Scots 
feel the damages he was perſuaded they 
would ſuffer, if they could not otherwiſe 
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be brought to reaſon, or at leaſt he would“ 
prevent, the great loſſes ſuſtained by his 
own ſubjects, while theſe maritime de- 
ptedations continued. He accordingly 
wrote letters to the towns of Dort, 
Delft, Amſterdam, and Tergow, making 
them propoſals for protecting their trade, 
againſt the Scots, and other ſea robbers, 
offering to fit out 24 or 25 ſhips of war, 
on condition of laying a new impoſt of 
five ſtivers on every aum (four ankers) of 
wine, which after ſome oppoſition was 
agreed to. The conferences wereſtill going 
ona truce was all that the Commiſſion- 
ers could agree upon, which was indeed 
but little minded by either party, until 
experience convinced them both, that 
whatever private adventurers might 

gain, the publick ſuffered. This more 

than any other argument prevailed 

upon them to conclude a treaty, founded 
upon that made between James II. and 
W Philip of Burgundy, in 1448, and others 

W lince that time; whereby a full, and it 

is hoped a laſting peace was concluded, 

26th March, 1550. The damages on 
R both 
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4. 260, 


1553. 


mutual aſſiſtance promiſed, if either of the 
countries ſhould be attacked by their ene- 


included, The peace Was ratified and 


ſigned by the Emperor, at Augfourgh, the 
1ſt of April following. 


opened, and trade carried on. Zealand 


town of Antwerp nigh at hand, and well 


George Gordon; Conſervator of the Scotch 


ment, to uſe his utmoſt endeavours, dili- 


. *, 
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both ſides being adjuſted, plundering at 
ſea forbidden, a free trade reſtored, and 


mies. The Kings of France, of the Ro- 
mans, of England, and Denmark, were 


Peace being reſtored, the ports were 
from its convenient fituation, became pre- 
ferable to any town in Flanders; the voyage 
Was found to be leſs dangerous, and the 


furniſhed with hat goods the Scotch 
merchants wanted to carry home, 

About three years after, it appears the 
Conſervator had his reſidence at Camp- 
vere, by an order of Maximilian, to pay 


oriveleges; the half of an yearly penſion 


of 50 lib. vl. (300 g.) as an encourage- 


gence and application to bring the Scotch 
trade to that place, and the other half to 
— 5 


in the NETHERLANDS, 1 


be paid by the magiſtrates of the town, 13883. 
ſo long as they pleaſed to continue the 
fame: which is a proof that there was no 
ſtaple contract as yet ſubſiſting between 
the royal burroughs of Scotland and Camp= 
vere. 

The Cob pater. however, found it his 
benefit to reiide there, and did all in his 
power to fulfill the defire of Maximilian, 
to fix the trade to that port, finding it 
more and more for the intereſt of Scot- 
land to do ſo. For which reaſon he pre- 
ſented a memorial in the year 1557, con- 1557. 
cerning the freight of goods from Ant- 
werp, referring to an agreement of the 
year preceding, between the two towns, 
whereby he was to have a ſtated ſum for 
every fat or tun, conſiſting of 2000 yſers, 
Or pounds, of goods ſhipped at Antwerp, 
and delivered at Campvere. 

But I muſt mention an event which S, 
| happened about this time, and probably >: 1497. 
retarded the ſettlement of the ſtaple trade 

at Campvere for ſome years. Maximilian 


of Burgundy, Knight of the Golden Fleece, 


Marquis -« of E Prince Noble of 
Ziea- 
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Zealand, Admiral and Statholder of Hol- 


land, Zealand, Utrecht, and Weſt Frieſ- 


land, the great patron and encourager of 


trade, eſpecially of the Scots, in his town of 
Campvere, died 1558, without children, 4 


and left Maximilian of Hennon, his ſiſter 


Anna's ſecond fon, his heir, under the 
tutorage of John of Hennon, Earl of Boſſu; 
but at the ſame time, left ſo much debt 
behind him, that his eſtate and effects 


were publickly fold. But this affair was 


not finiſhed till about nine years after, 
when they were purchaſed by Jacob of 


Boſſu but that ſale was of no effect, and 


the civil war breaking out, theſe eſtates 


and honours, or juriſdictions belonging to 


them were purchaſed by William I. Prince 
of Orange, in the year 1581. I ſhall not 
enter into the particulars of that affair, 
having no immediate connection with the 
Scotch trade, but only obſerve, that one 
reaſon amongſt others, for rendering this 
purchaſe ineffectual, was, the King of 


' Spain's declaring himſelf the legal pur- 


chaſſer and poſſeſſor, and making the Earl 
of Megen, Marquis of Campvere, that 


very 


8 
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very year, when the purchaſe had been 
made by Jacob of Boſſu. I muſt menti- 
on likewiſe, that the Emperor Charles, 
preferred a monaſtry to an imperial crown, 
beſides his large and extenſive dominions, 
which he ſolemnly reſigned to his ſon and 
heir, Philip the II. in the year 1556. 
Maximilian's death was ſeverely felt by 
the Scots in Campvere, their trade and 
privileges were little minded by Philip of 
Spain; and they were even expoled to 
= ſome hardſhips they would have had no 
3 _ occaſion to be afraid of, had their friend 
and protector been alive. Which cannot 
be put in a clearer light than by the fol- 
= lowing letter from the Conſervator to the 
W King: 
*© To the King, 


Humbly ſupplicates, George Gordon, i in 
quality of, and as Conſervator of the Scotch 
nation, reſiding in Campvere in Zealand, 
repreſenting, That the deceaſed Maxi- 
milian of Burgandy, Marquis of Camp- 
vere, having engaged the Scotch nation to 
come and reſide, and carry on their trade 
here; and to encourage the ſame, had 


granted 
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155% granted them ſeveral privileges; and. be- 
ſides had made a contract with them, 
whereby they ſhould not only be exempt- 
ed from the exciſe upon wine and beer, 
but likewiſe, that their houſes, families 
and commerce, ſhould be free ; 'That they 

1 ſhould be protected from all burthens, 

4 inconveniencies or ſervitude of lodgers, 

ind that whatever might happen, they 

ſhould enjoy theſe privileges, they have 
always had without any hinderance. That 
tance your Majeſty has lately by purchaſe, 
became poſſeſſor of the ſaid Marquiſate, 
and Town of Campvere, and has been 
pleaſed to continue the foreſaid privileges, 
and to grant your Petitioners the ſame let- 
ters of freedom, liberty, and exemption, 
under your Majefty's great teal, whicl 
they have enjoyed ever ſince. 
_ « But on account of the late troubles of f 

Campvere, certain ſoldiers and troopers | 

having been fent to take care of the ſaid 

town, the Baillics and Burgomaſters, watit 
to burthen the houſes, not only of your 
petitioner, but of the reſt of the forefaid 


nation, with quartering the ſaid ſoldiers, 
con- 


5 
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contrary to their priveleges and treaties, 
and they would have immediately done ſo, 
if your petitioner, had not by intreaties 
and otherwiſe prevented it. But notw ith- 
ſtanding he hath ſhew. letters of 1afe- 
guard, lately granted him by Sur. Maje- 


ſetting forth ; That the m-rc': nts, < 14 
others of the ſaid nation, won be oli 4 
to take the firſt opportunity of tranſpurt- 
ing themſelves from this, to another place, 
to carry on their trade; though they 
have been ſolicited, and entreated to make 
this the place of their reſidence and traffi.:; 
whereby the ſaid town, now belonging 0 
your Majeſty, would ſuffer great loſs and 
damage —As it is a certain truth, that 
there has lately arrived from Scotland, in 
one fleet, ſeventeen ſhips with merchant 
goods, beſides three or four hundred per- 


they are obliged to provide lodgings, in 
their free houſes, according to their con- 
tract. The arrival of ſo many ſhips, and 
perſons, muſt yield a great profit to the 
town, being obliged to allow them, and 

1 all 


ſty, copies whereof, are hen with delivered, 


ſons, merchants, and failers, for whom 
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all paſſengers, free and friendly lodging, 
But the captain of the abovementioned 
troops has declared ; that notwithſtanding 
the foreſaid privileges, exemptions, and 


contracts, he will order the ſoldiers to be 


quartered in their houſes, ſuppoſing, even 


that there were orders and commands 


from your Majeſty, to the contrary ; which 
would be a very ſenſible loſs to the faid 
merchants, and making them heartily re- 
pent their coming to your town, that is 


ſo much benefited by them, and would 
ſuffer ſo much, while theſe troops remain 


in the town. 

© Wherefore the petitioner, in the qua- 
lity aforeſaid, humbly repreſents, that the 
foreſaid nation on their part, keeping and 


fulfilling the ſaid contract, by which the 


trade flouriſhes, and the town, with its 


Inhabitants, proſper and thrive, Your Ma- 


jeſty will be pleaſed to give ſuch orders to 
the foreſaid Captain, the Baillies and Bur- 


gomaſters, that the houſes of the ſaid 
nation, and petitioner, may be free and 
exempt, from lodging of any ſoldiers and 
troopers, agreeably to the foreſaid privi- 


leges, | 


» * 
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| leges,' contracts and letters of ſafe guard 

granted by your Majeſty, wherein, . 

= There is no account found in the re- 
cords, of any anſwer given by the King of 
4 Spain to the above memorial : the Sta- 


eeſsfully carried on, as either thoſe who 


; Q. Mary's reign, and which it will be pro- 
: | per to inſert, as it ſhews the ſtate of it, 


merchandiſe of the country at that time. 


ſubjects, to decay and paſs forth of uſe (to 


| through the negligence of her Highneſs's 
Conf. rvator officer, and the diſorders and 
incivilities uſed by her faid ſubjects: 


8 | After 


ple trade however, notwithſtanding theſe 
diſcouragements, was ſtill, but not ſo ſue- 


3 | wiſhed well to Campvere or the benefit of 
the merchants would have deſired; it re- 
j quired likewiſe ſome new and further re- 
gulations, as the circumſtances of it might 
alter and change; which we find ſome 
bears thereafter by the following act in 


beſides ſeveral particulars relating to the 
At Sterling the gth of May 1565 years, 
The Queen's Majeſty underſtanding, the 
privileges of the Scotch merchants, her 


fall into deſuerude) in the parts of Flanders, 


» 
, 
I % 
* „ 
. 7 C : 
4 5 


1558. 


1566. 
A. 16. 


laudible actions and conſtitutions of her 
Majeſty's father, the King's grace of moſt 
worthy memory, made in that behalf; 
having alſo reſpect, to the commodity \|i 


honeſt true merchants, and puniſhing 


ties of certain malevolous perſons, 
who uſurping to themſelves the name of 
"merchants, fradulently tranſport their 


del and ſometimes ſuch kind of 


great damage of the realm and the honeſt 


neſs's Conſervator upon the contraveeners. 
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After the hearing and knowledge of the 


and welfare of ber realm, welfare of 


of the avaricious and inſatiable cupi- 


goods and merchandiſe, ſometimes un- 


goods and merchandiſe, as by the law 
municipal of this realm, and acts of pa- 
liament, are expreſoly forbidden, to the 
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eſtate of true merchants, By the advice 
of her Majeſty's council has renewed, 
made, ſtatute, and ordained, deviſed, and 
found reaſonable, that the acts and conſti- 
tutions following, be inviolably obſerved, 


and duly put in execution, by her High- 


es 


9 . =? W [SS l 
V 9 
WR Sonora N e N e 

* 


That no merchant break bulk, &c. Ii 
any Scotchman tuillzies, &c. ſo as before 
recited. 
That 


x 
>a 


3 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


That none of our ſovereign's lieges, 
take upon hand to carry none of her Ma- 


Z jeſty's coined money, gold, nor ſilver, 


forth of the realm, under the pain of con- 
fiſcation of the ſame, two parts to be em- 
ployed to the behoof of the Queen's 
Majeſty, and the third to the Conſervator 
for his labours : commands the ſaid Con- 
ſervator to ſearch and to ſeck wich all dili= 


W gence, the breakers of the ſtatutes made 


hereanent, as he ſhall an{wer. 

Item. That none of her Majeſty's 
lieges, take upon hand to bring any manner 
of falſe coin within the realm, from any 
parts where they haunt, and frequent, 


3 | under the pain of life, lands and goods; 


and alſo charges and commands, the Con- 
ſervator to ſearch and ſeek the ſaid faulte- 
ners, with all diligence, and alſo to con- 
fiſcate their goods, two parts to the 
Queen's Majeſty's behoof, and the third 
part to the Conſervator for his labours, 
and that he keep the F aulteners in capti- 
vity, unto the time he advertiſe her Majeſty. 

Item. That the ſaid Conſervator ſhall 
ſearch and ſeek all forbidden goods prohi- 
bited 


1556. 


bidden goods, two parts to the Queen's 


vator advertiſe the Queen's Majefty, and 
her treaſurer from time to time of his pro- 


take upon hand, to take his neighbour's 
merchant (trade) from him, whom he 


himſelf, or any broker or mediate perſon, 
either i in time of buying or ſelling, ſo long 


Dean of Guild of the town, where the 
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bited by acts of parliament to be had forth 
of this realm, in ſpecial tallow, fleſh, and 
all kind of other forbidden goods, un- 
cuſtomed and not contained in the locket, 
and eſcheat the ſame uncuſtomed and for- 


M.jeſty, and the third part to his own. 
Providing always, that the ſaid Coniſer- 


c.cdings after the apprehenſion of what- 
ever tranſgreſſors, with all diligence. 
* Item. That no merchant or fadot 


has in hand, to buy his geer, either by 


as they are together in company, undet 
the pain of five pound groot of unlaw to 
the Conſervator, and ten ſch. gr. to the 


offender dwells, which pene (fine) the 
Conſervator ſhall uptake and deliver the 
ſame to the owner of the ſhip, ſo that be 
ny corey it to the ſaid Dean of Guild. 

Item. 
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Item. It is ordained by the Queen's 
Majeſty, that the Conſervator fhall have 
for his labours for every ſack of goods two 
ſt. and who diſobeys the fame ſhall pay 


the ſaid unlaw of five ſh. gr. 


Which acts, conſtitutions, and ordinan- 


ces the Queen's Majeſty ordains to be act- 
ed and regiſtered, in the books of her ſe- ; 
cret council, to laſting memory, and the 


ſame being regiſtrate, ordains her High- 


neſs's great ſignet to be appended to 3 


ſame. 


*« Extractum de libro actorum ſecreti 
| Concilii 8. D. N. Reginz, per me Alezan- 
drum Hay, clericum deputatum ejuſdem, 
ſubmeis, ſigno et ſubſcriptione manuali- 
bus. Alexander Hay.” 


The above regulations with regard to 


the ſtaple trade, did not confine it to any 
particular town, the parts of Flanders be- 
ing mentioned in general; but Philip II. 
notwithſtanding the public ſale made of 


Maximilian's poſſeſſions, looking upon 


Campvere as his own property, and per- 


haps moved by the repreſentations of the 
Conſervator and magiſtrates of the town 
F 2 5 
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firming and enlarging the Scotch privileges, 
which as it is not long, and containing 


Scotchman, how that the Queen of Scot- 


Conſeryator in our countries, as he has 


fits and ſalaries which his predeceſſors in 


caſe is laid before us. 
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of Campvere, gave a new grant for con- 


ſome new articles, I ſhall inſert it, tranſ- 
lated from the French: 

Philip by the Grace of God, King of 
Caſtile, &c, Greeting. To all preſent 
and to come. That whereas it has been 
repreſented to us by George Hacket a 


land, had committed to him the office of 


ſhewn by letters. from the ſaid Queen, 
tranſlated copies of which have been de- 
livered to us, deſiring that theſe being 
conſidered, he may with more advantage 
exerciſe the privileges antiently and 
uſually granted, and likewiſe have the pro- 


our countries have in all times been ac- 
cuſtomed to enjoy. It hath pleaſed us, 
to grant our letters patent thereto, as the 


«© Wherefore, we having taken the above 
under our conſideration, and cauſing our 


privy council to enquire into, what has 
been 
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been granted by the late Mary of Camp- 1865 
vere, to the Scotch nation, and by our 
friends, the Baillies, Burgomaſters, and 
Schepens, of our town of Campvere, de- 
firing them to treat the Scots favourably, 
according to the good and antient friend- 
ſhip; the commerce and correſpondence, 
which have ſubſiſted, between theſe of 
our country on the one hand, and the 
Scotch nation on the other, We have con- 
ſented and agreed, and by theſe preſents 
do conſent and agree, that George Hacket 
may exerciſe the office of Conſervator of 
the privileges of the Scotch nation, in our 
countries as hereunder declared, viz. 

* Firſt. That the Conſervator ſhall have 
in our city of Campvere for the accommo- 
dation of Scotch merchants, frequenting 
the ſaid town, the houſe which they for- 
merly had, or another, as the magiſtrates 
of the town ſhall find it convenient, with- 
out paying any hire, and free of the Ex- 
ciſe laid upon wine and beer, and that 

they ſhall not pay any exciſe upon viduals, 
bought by them for ſhips proviſions and 
| enter- 
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ther, or otherwiſe, whereby their ſhips 


our town, made with the advice © 1 
merchants ; always underſtanding that the 
fiſhers and ſailors, ſhall have their fixed 


ſalaries of the workmen and porters, ſhall 
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entertainment. And if any of their ſhips , 
or goods be plundered, we ſhall cauſe ſpe- 
c1al juſtice to be done in all our territories, 
that the goods may be reſtored : and like- 
wiſe for preventing of ſhipwrecks, we 
order our ſaid town of Campvere, to keep 
buoys and other marks or | beacons proper 
for that end. And in caſe of ftormy wea- 


may be in danger, people ſhall be diſ- 
patched immediately to affiſt them at rea- 
fonable prices, appointed by the laws of 


ſtations to be taken by thoſe who do their 
duty beſt, under pain of correction. 
«© We ſhall likewiſe take order, that the 


not exceed the ſalaries appointed in former 
times. That they ſhall not overaſk for, 
or refuſe their work, or uſe any rude or 
opprobrious language. 
And when they ſhall have occaſionfor 
houſes, cellars, or garrets, to put or keep 
E their 


_ 
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their goods in, that the magiſtrate being 


defired, ſhall .interpoſe in behalf of the 


fſaid merchants, in order to eſtimate and 


moderate the hire, either by the month, 


or for a longer time; and it ſhall not be 


allowed, that the owners of the ſaid 


houſes, ſhall. aſk more from the ſaid nation 


than from others. 


And that they ſhall have choice of. a 
chapel, in the collegiate church of the 
{aid town, and. of A chaplain, lo 28 it ſhall 
pleaſe the ſaid nation; always underſtand- 
ing that he ſhall be of the Catholick, E 


ligion. 


And there ſhall. be. appointed a an honeſt | 


man for metſter, who ſhall take for every 
100 .ells, two patards, but when only 


one piece of cloth is meaſured, there ſhall 


be paid only half a patard, according to 
antient cuſtom. That the icon weight 


„% <-> # 45 


| ſhall be according to the ſtandard of 
Midleburgh ; and that they ſhall pay no 
crane dues for goods which they can load 
by the inſt:uments. in their own ſhips. 


They ſhall likewiſe. be free of the crane 


money for goods bought at Midleburgh; 
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diſe ariſe between any of the Scocth nation 


to the laws, without a long train or form 
of proceſs, and call the Conſervator to be 


to ſhow what is W to the 2 in 


with a garden, or private place, or other- 


in their affairs, whether general or parti- 
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the duty of the crane ſhall only be pai 
for by thoſe who make uſe of it. 
If any queſtion on account of merchan- 


and any of another nation, they ſhall pro- 
ceed before our city ſummarily, according 


preſent, when the difference between tlleſe 
of the two nations is decided. 
And the ſaid town ſhall furniſh pilot, 


going Out Or coming in. 


They hall likewiſe A accommodated 


wiſe, for their reſt and recreation. 
When they ſhall apply to the courts of 
our country, there, or elſewhere, juſtice 
ſhall be done with all convenient diſpateh, 


cular. 

« And finally, we diſcharge any officer 
to give them trouble or diſturbance i in their 
privileges and liberties foreſaid, which we 
have granted to thoſe of the Scotch nation, 


upon condition, that they reſiding, and 
dwell- 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


dwelling there ſhall live and behave them- + 
fſeloes as good Catholicks, ſo as our own 
I ſubjects. And that all others of the ſaid 
q | nation, coming to, and trafficking in our 
I countries, ſhall behave themſelves as other 
; ſtrangers, according to our ordinances 
and placarts, as it ſhall pleaſe us to ap- 
point. Thus charging and commanding 
| the governors appointed, or to be ap- 
pointed by us, in our territories of Zea- 
land, and the baillies, burgomaſters, 
ſchepens, burghers, reſidenters, and in- 
| habitants of our town of Campvere, and 
all others whom theſe may concern, 
that they allow and permit the ſaid 
George Hacket, to exerciſe the office of 
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f Conſervator of the ſaid nation of Scotland, 1 

a with all the above privileges, granted to 1 

„de dad nation. Allowing, permitting, If 

: | and yielding the ſaid privileges, with the ll 
ſeveral exceptions and conditions above-. Mi 

1 mentioned, to be fully, freely, and ſafely ii 

4 enjoyed, and. that no manner of hinderance 

4 to the contrary may be given. 5 

b, Such is our will and pleaſure, and that 

| this may be for ever confirmed and ratified, 


we. 
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full rights and dignity. 


1568, and of our reign, viz. of Spain and 


By the King and his concil. Berny.” 


a place of worſhip, in the collegiate church 


in Scotland, but was yet under perfecu- 


tion; but that the Scots ſhould agree to 


as the Proteſtant religion, was now eſta- 


bliſhed by l.w, the Earl of Murray, 2 
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we have cauſed! our ſeal to be affixtd- t6 
theſe preſents, ſaving in all things, out 


Given at our city of Bruſſels, in the 
month of January, the year of Grace, 
Sicily, the 14th, and of Naples, the 16th. A 

That Maximilian of Burgundy, ſhould 
reckon it a favour to all w the Scotch people 


of Campvere, and a chaplain, with the 
promiſe of preferment on the firſt vacan- 
cy, and that it ſhould be accepted of by 
the Scotch merchants, is not to be 
thought ſtrange, as the Reformation befor? 
the year 1541, had made ſome progress 


the condition of ſettling in Campvere, 
which obliged them to be Roman Catho- 
licks, is to much the more remarkable, 


zealous patron of the reformed, regent of 
the kingdom, moſt of the burroughs, and 
a the 
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the beſt part of the inhabitants, having re- 5% 
nounced popery, which by an act of par- 
liament paſſed a little before ti”, made it. 
dangerous and criminal to prost , ratify 
ing and approving a former a 108 the 
Popiſh religion, under p<n-i'1cs not only 
ſevere and unjuſt, but cruc! and tyranni- 
cal. But that Philip ſhould take this 
precaution, that none ſhould enj-y tt: cſs 
immunitics and advantages granted by 
his royal patent, but Roman Catho'i ks, 
was acting in perfect conſiſtency with his 
character, ſacrificing to the religion he 
profeſſed, not only his temporal intereſt, 
but every principle of humanity, outdoing Brand, 
in a furious and blind zeal and bigotry, mT 
the zeal and bigotry of his own Spaniſh 
clergy. The perſecution, barbarity, and Stra 
bloodſhed arifiog from this inhuman and OO 
unfeeling rage, of a mighty, powerful and 
ſuperſtitious monarch, brought about in a 
few years, a revolution in the Low Coun- 
tries, both in church and ſtate, which 
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But it may very juſtly be inferred from 
the above, that tho privileges and freedoms 
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Mr. George Hacket, 
Parties being called, and the 
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given the Scotch merchants in Campvere, 


were not paſſed in the form of a ſtaple 
contract, between the royal burrqughs of 
Scotland, or the eſtates of the kingdom, 
and the King of Spain, or the magiſtrates | 


of Senne 


Theſe merchants however, and the Con- 
ſervator, had their reſidence at this time, 
and for a few years following, 


vere, as appears from the regiſters of the 
court book, There is a court held there, 


with the following title, which 1s the firſt 


found in them : 
© Curia Conſervatoris nationis Scotiz, 


tenta apud Camphier, 18th die menſis 


Mau, anno Doimini milleſimo quingen- 


teſimo ſeptuageſimo, per honorabilem 


virum magiſtrum Georgium Hacket, con- 
Sectis vocatis. 


ſervatorem privilegiorum. 
adn affirmata.“ 1.e. _ 
ko; court of the Conſervator of the 


Scotch nation, held at Campvere, 18th May, 


year of God 1570, by the honourable 


Conſervator of the 
privileges. 


court fenced.” 


at Camp- 


It 


HS: 
1 
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It may indeed be true, that ſome courts 

were held before the one above mention- 

ed, as the regiſter ſeems to have ſome. 
leaves torn, off from the beginning. Be 

that as it will, they were held at Camp- 
vere;:: In this and the following year. 
Shall only obſerve, that on the 24th of the 
month of November, 1570, there is a 
cauſe in the court given againſt Robert 
Fife, which is e from in theſe 
words : 

Fs The which day, anent the PERRY and 
cauſe above written, betwixt. the: ſaid 
Andrew Culens and Robert -Fife, the 

ſaid Robert appeals from the ſaid Conſer- 
vator, to the Juſtice General of; Scotland, 
and to the Lords of Seſſion there: but 
there is no further account of this affair in 
the regiſter. | 

From the year 1571 to 1584, there is 
no court recorded, but in the year 1572, 
Mr. Hacket and the factors, went from 
Campvere to Bruges, being afraid of the 
conſequences the ſurrendering of the 
town to the Prince of Orange might have, 
if it ſhould be retaken by the Duke of 
Alva, 
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Alva, they were in greater ſafety there 
for ſome time, than in Zealand, where 4 


revolt from the King of Spain was more 


apparent, and could not however be 
brought about without great diſorder and 
confuſion. The town of Bruges took ad- 
vantage of the fituation of the province, 
and held forth the danger of making a ſtaple 


port there, where ſo little ſecurity or quiet 


was to be expected 3 they renewed their 
offers to the Scots, and ſucceeded: ſo far, 


that the trade from Scotland was again 


carried to Bruges, where it continued for 
ſome time. i 
The Prince of Orange was daily gain- 
ing ground in Zealand, and finding 
Campvere might be very uſeful to him, 
by its ſituation, and might become a flow- 
riſhing place by trade, granted them, 26 
Stadholder, Captain A of Holland, 
Zealand, Weſt Frieſland, and Utrecht, in 
the King df Spain's name, and under his 
protection, very. large privileges, conſiſt- 
ing of twenty-feven articles, wherein there 
is no mention made of the Scotch trade, 


merchants or ſtaple, or any thing which 
85 has 
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has the moſt diſtant relation to them : 
which is a proof that the Scotch goods were 


W then carried to Flanders. And this is fur- 


ther confirmed, by the inſtructions of the 
royal burroughs to the Conſervator, 


where Flanders is mentioned as the place 


of his reſidence: they are contained in nine 


articles, which I ſhall inſert, not only 


as a proof that the Scotch trade was again 


returned to Flanders, the Conſervator had 


his reſidence there, and the factors like- 


| wiſe; but there is beſides, ſome particu- 


lars contained in them worthy of notice, 
in order to give us a more diſtinct view 


of the ſtate of the Scotch merchandiſe, and 


the Conſervator's office at that time. 


* Acts ſet down by the burrows at their 


convention apud Edinburgh, Die to 
Novemb. 1575. 


© Follows certain articles appointed by 


the commiſſioners of burrows, in their 
convention holden at Edingburgh, the 
day above written, ordained to be deliver - 
ed to Mr, George Hacket, their Conſer- 
*ator, to be obſerved and kept within the 
4a bounds 
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bounds of his office in Flanders, as he will 


anſwer upon the charge of the ſaid office. 


* Item. In the firſt, that the ſaid Con- 
ſervator in whatſoever parts of Flanders, 
within the bounds of his office, where it 
ſhall happen, the merchants of this realm, 


ſkippers, mariners, their ſhips, and goods 


to be in danger, for whatſoever occaſion, 
that he ſhall to the utmoſt of his power, 
travel and make labour for their aid and 
relief, upon their reaſonable charges ac- 
cording to their accuſtomed order. 

„ Item. He ſhall do exact diligence, 
thro' all the parts of Flanders, when it 
ſhall be poſſible for him to travel for trial 
of the falte cunzie (coin) brought in this 
realm, and of the bringers thereof. And that 
the merchants of good name and honeſtie 


may be diſcharged of ſlander brought upon 


them, and the guilty made known, and 


their names given in to our ſovereign 


lord's advocate. 


« Item. He ſhall ſuffer no manner of 
perſons, to haunt, nor uſe the trade of mer- 
chandiſe in the parts ſoreſaid, but ſuch a 
are free merchants known to him, of fame 

and 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


and honeſty, and bringing with them the 
teſtimonial of their freedom, and licence, 
to fail from a free port or haven, waerein 
they embark, under the ſubſcription of 
the judge of the port, and that no mart- 


ner, nor no other, tranſport any ſtaple. 


goods, nor other merchandiſe, under pre- 
tence of their own or others. 

Item. That he ſhall be preſent at the 
lofling (unloading) of every ſhip, by him- 
ſelf, or his ſpecial warrant, for whom he 
ſhall be holden to anſwer, in caſe any for- 
bidden goods pertaining to merchant, ma- 
riner, or any other be found or apprehend- 
ed therein; the which goods he thall keep 


indiſponed, while (until) advertiſement 


thereof, and the owners of the time, be 


made to our ſovereign lord's treaſurer and 
ne. 


* Item. He ſhall keep and 3 be 


kept, all and ſundtie the acts, ſtatutes, 


and privileges, granted. to our nation, 
contained in his commiſſion of old, and 


ſicklike (likewiſe) to cauſe and compel our 


laid nation to obtain and keep all the an- 
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the judgment of the ſaid Contervator, 


merchants, the factor to be diſcharged by 
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tient ſtatutes enjoyned to them, for benefit 
and commendation of this realm. 

Item. That there be ſummar juſtice 
betwixt merchant, factor, or others to 
whom he is judge, and cauſe execution 
of his decreets to be had with ex pedition, 
but (without) delay. 

“Item. In caſe any factor appeal from 


becauſe commonly they are parties to the 


him, of all factory, with our nation, and 
in like manner, the merchants diſcharged 
with all having to do with them. 

Item. That the factors be not aſſeſ- 
ſors, nor ſit in judgment with the faid 
Conſervator, becauſe commonly they are 
party to the merchant, and therefore in 
time of need, that he adjoin with him 
the moſt diſcreet merchants that ſhall be 
purged of affection, and particularity, 
and uſe the counſel of ſuch, ants not of 
the ſaid factors. 

& Item. That the ſaid Conkrentas by 
himſelf, nor none in his name, buy any 


forbidden 3 coming forth of this 
realm, 
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realm, but acccording to the acts before 
(formerly made) eſcheat the ſame, and 
make count thereof as ſaid is; and if any 
ſuch be found with him or his, to bs ae 
cuſed thereof, as breakers of the laws and 
ſtatutes made by our ſovereigh 6f good 
mind, that reſts with God.” 

The reaſon why no appeal was allowed 
from the Confervator, was becaufe the 
factors pretending the right of parterie or 
burgherſhip, made uſe of it to avoid the 
ſentence of the Confervator's court, pre- 
tending ſometimes, that they were the 
emperor's or King of Spain's ſubje&s, as 
it anſwered their own ends. And for that 
reaſon, they were diſcharged to appeal, 
when the cauſe was between one Scotch 
man and another, to any court in Flan- 
ders; ſometimes likewiſe, they pretended 
to be the King of Scotland's ſubjects, as 
| it anſwered their own views, whereby their 
creditors were frequently defrauded, which 
at laſt brought forth, what was called an 
incorporation of the Scotch nation abroad, 
whereby they were to be con dered as the 
King's ſubjects, and anſwerable to the 4. a;. 

laws 
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it follows, they were to have the benefit 


ed, or had reaſon to appeal. 


ſonable opportunity of taking proper mea. 


ſequence, and to render it more flouriſh- 


be properly called the firſt ſtaple contract 


Of the Scorch TRADE 


laws of their own country: from whence 


of them, by an appeal againſt the Confer. WE 
vator, and the merchants aſſeſſors fitting Wi 
in courts with him, when they were leaf- 


The Prince of Orange daily gaining 
ground in Zealand, liberated that pro- 
vince from the tyranny it had groaned un- 
der, and brought peace and tranquillity 
to the inhabitants, which became a ſea- 


ſure to reſtore their trade, long interrupted 
by civil wars, amongſt other means to 
make the town of Campvere of more con- 


ing than it had hitherto been. James, 
King of Scotland, or rather the regent 
(E. Morton) on the one part, and the 
Prince of Orange on the other, propoſed 
to fix the Scotch trade to the Netherlands 
in that town, at leaſt to make it the prin- 
cipal place of landing their goods from 
Scotland ; which brought about what may 


concluded between the two countries. 
EP 5 — 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


For this reaſon, I ſhall inſert the two fol- 

lowing papers, altho' ſome articles there- 
in have been formerly inſerted, being the 

firſt formal treaty with Campvere, and the 
foundation of the ſtaple contracts in after 
times, with ſuch amendments and am- 
pliations as time and circumſtances re- 
= quired. 8 

= * James by the Grace of God, to our 


part, conjunctly and . 3 
conſtitute, greeting, 

*« For as miekle as we, and the lords of 
our privy council, underſtanding the great 
trouble, danger, and inconveniences, where- 
in our ſubjects, the merchants and ma- 
riners of our realm, has fallen into, thro' 
the long civil wars ſtanding in the Low 
Countries, ſubjected to the King of Spain 
theſe ſundry years bygone, through the 


the long civil war in Holland and Zealand, 


ſtrained, to paſs from the ordinary place of 
the ſtaple, then being in the Camphier in 
Zealand, and to ſeek ſundry places for 
their 


brds- meſſengers, our ſheriffs in that 


which, through the long continuance of 


the ſaid merchants and mariners were con- 
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Of the Scor en TRADE, 
their loffing and loading in W. Flanders, 


where now the war being drawn, and 
Zealand through that, becomes more 
quiet, and the River towards Antwerp 
free and open. We and our council, upon 
information made by our Conſervaàtor, of 
the preſent ſtate of that country, found no 
place miore meet for the ſaid ſtaple, to re- 


turn again unto, nor (than) to the town of 
Camphier. 


© Our will is therefore, and we charg 
you ſtrictly and command, that inconti- 


nent theſe our letters feen, ye paſs, and in 


our name and authority, command and 
charge our ſaid Conſervator and his de- 
putes, that he command the factors of our 


nation, and all our lieges repairing in trade 


and merchandiſe to the Low Countries, 


that they repair to the ſaid town of Cam- 
phier, as ſtaple for our nation, at this next 


market, and ſicklike in time coming, ay 


and while we take further order anent 
the eſtabliſhing the ſaid ſtaple, as they 
ſhall anſwer to us, upon their obedience, 
at their outmoſt charge and peril; and that 
the ſaid Conſervator diligently ſearch and 


note 


: . i 


in the NgTHERLANDS, 
note the contraveeners hereof, and puniſh 


them ſo far as his power and commiſſion 
gives him authority, or make report to us, 


and our ſaid council, that we may take or- 
der for the puniſhing of the ſaid contra- 
And alſo that they 
make publick intimation hereof at the 
market croſs of the burrow of Edinburgh, 


veeners as appertains. 


and other places needful, that none pre- 


tend ignorance of the ſame, as they will 
anſwer to us thereupon. 


The which to 


do, we commit to you, conjunctly and ſe- 


verally, our full power by theſe our letters, 
delivering them by you duely execute, 


and adviſed upon, to the bearer. 
“Given under our ſignet, at our Caſtle 


of Stitling the 175th day of ee and 


of our reign the 12th year. 
In conſequence of this order, the con- 


tract which follows was {von agreed tg 
and concluded. 

5.0 After great ſolicitation and long ſuit 
made by the magiſtrates of the town of 
Campvere, towards the merchant eſtate of 

the realm of Scotland, to the effect that 


they would bring again their ſtaple to the 
* faid 


153 
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Of the SCOTCH Traps 


*. aid town, as it was at the breeding of the 


laſt troubles, It has pleaſed my lords, the 
deputies of the towns of Scotland, upon 
the offers made by the ſaid magiſtrates to 
them, to dire& and fend honourable men, 
Henry Niſbet, their commiſſioner, aſſiſted 
with George Hacket their Conſervator, i 
and Alexander Seggit, with abfolute power 4 
to contract and conclude, in their names, 3 
with the ſaid magiſtrate, for the eſtabliſh- E 
ment of the faid ſtaple again in the ſaid 
town, as at more length is contained in 
the procurations and cummilhons paſſed by 
the Baillies of the town of Edinburgh, 
of the date of the 29th of Auguſt 1578, 
fubſcribed by Alexander Guthrie. 

« By virtue of the which commiſſion, the 
ſaid commiſſioner, with his afliſters afore- 
ſaid, entered in communication with the 
faid Magiſtrates, where after ſundry pro- 
poſitions, made by the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
and anſwers thereto, given to them, by 

the ſaid Magiſtrates, at divers and ſundry 
diets, with long and weighty reaſons—In 
fine, the two Parties, the 18th day of 
October, 
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October, 1578, accorded, and finally a- 
gr eed in manner and N to the 


pen following: 

* 1. In the firſt, touching the mend- 
ing of the channel and haven of Camp- 
vere, for as miekle as, in that conſiſts the 
principal and greateſt weil of the town; 
the ſaid Magiſtrates, what by dyking, 
and ſundry heads, as has been uſed al- 


ready, may be ſeen a very excellent be- 
ginning, and to continue the ſaid 


work: Notwithſtanding that the chan- 
nel and entries thereof, is eſteemed and 


I | holden, as good as ever it was: And that 
marks and tokens for the weil of mer- 


chants, are already for the moſt part, 
placed in the rooms accuſtomed and moſt 


wee 


2. Touching an appointed place with- 
in the haven, to loſs and to laden the ſhips 


of the ſaid nation; the ſaid Magiſtrates 


appoint unto them all the ſhore, betwixt 


the houſe called the Oliphant, unto the 
Vernal called the Chapel Street, and when 


| the ſaid place ſhall not be ſufficic at, that 


they ſhall be accommodated. more to their 
advan- 
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198. 


between him and any of the ſaid nation 


Who in no ways ſhall permit or ſuffer, ary 
of the ſaid nation, to be moleſted, 


keep quit the ſaid nation of the ſaid im- 
poſition of all merchants coming from 


to free the {aid nation, or at leaſt to ſend 


Of the Score Trad | 


advantage, and fo as they (hall need, i 


making all other boats and ſhips to de. 
part from the ſaid ſhore, and ſhall be given 
expreſs ordinances to that effect, that none 
pretend ignorance. 
3. Concerning. the King' 8 cuſions 
or entries, of any controverſy or difference, 


the ſaid Magiſtrates ſhall cauſe him in- 
tent and perſue his action before them; 


troubled, and the coſt what they ſhould 
pay. ſhall be given a copy thereof to tht 
ſaid Commiſſioners, or Lord Conſeryaton 
within two days. 

5 4. Concerning the exemption of the 
common guild of the ſaid Magiſtrates, ſhall 


Scotland to this town. And if any new. 
impoſition ſhall be laid hereafter on the 
faid merchants, wherein it ſhall be found 
that the Englith ſhould. be free and ex- 
onered, the ſaid Magiftrates ſhall be bound 


ons 


7 be NETHERLANDS. 137 


cone of their council, upon their own ex- 1578 
1 pence, with whom the ſaid nation, may 
4 join one of theirs, if they ſhall think good, 
W to the effect that they may together, make 
W ſuit for the ſaid exemption; promiſing 
farther, not to conſent, nor agree in any 
manner of ſbrt, to the continuation of the 
faid impoſition of the ſaid merchants, but 
by advice and conſent of the ſaid nation. 
5. Concerning the pyners and labour- 
ers, what ſhall be paid for every ſort of 
J cods, the lift whereof ſhall be given to 
the Commiſſioner, or made fo, to the 
favour of the merchants of the ſaid nation, 
that not only the ſaid Magiſtrates, but alſo 
the ſaid Commiſſioner, and merchants, 
W hill think conſcience, having reſpect and 
: conſideration to the dearth of all things 
preſently, in reſpect as they were wont to 
be, not doubting, but being moved with 
pity, but hereafter of their good wills, 
they ſhall augment the prices. And as to 
the number of the labourers, for difcharg- 
ing of their ſhips, the ſaid merchants (hall 
have no occaſion to complain. But the 
faid Magiſtrates ſhall appoint unto them 
1 ſufficient 


I58 
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ſufficient number, ſo that the whole go | 
ſhall be houſed at the furtheſt in ſummer, 


at eight hours at night, and in winter 


five; which ſhall be made . ordi- 


| nances . 


*« 6. As to the loft and cellar add 
the merchants and factors of the ſaid na- 
tion, in that they may provide themſelves 


ſo good cheap as they may. Yet the 


ſaid Magiſtrates ſhall not permit, that any 


within their town, take more nor three 


groot (I E ſt.) for every hundred ſheep 


ſkins in the month. | 

7. As touching the pilots, for that 
the merchants of the ſaid nation, have to 
do with hoys, albeit for preſent neceſſity, 
they ſhall be compelled to promiſe large 


ſums of money; the ſaid Magiſtrates ſhall 
be content that the ſaid differences ſhall be 


modified by four Commiſſioners, viz. two 
of the ſaid Magiſtrates, and two of the 
faid nation, of the which, my Lord Con- 


ſervator ſhall be one. h 
4 Concerning the 1 b 


the Campvere and Antwerp, the ſaid na- 


tion 


3 „ > E: 1 
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n the NETHERLANDS. 


tion ſhall only pay five ſtivers, and as 
much from Antwerp to Campvere. 

la Item. As touching the exciſe of 
beer and wine, the ſaid Magiſtrates grant, 
and give, to the factors and others of the 
ſaid nation, ſixteen laſts of Engliſh beer, 
or any other ſuch as they ſhall pleaſe to 
take, with five tun of wine, which ſhall 
be diſtributed among the ſaid factors, and 


other houſes, appointed for receiving of 


the ſaid nation only. Being alſo concluded- 


that all thoſe, that ſhalt enjoy the ſaid 
liberty, and freedom of excife, ſhall re- 


ceive none in their houſes, to ſpend their 


ſilver, or to make any bargin, or fell wine 


or beer to any other perſon whatſoever, 
under the pain of the tinſel of his liberty 
in that caſe only. Granting alſo to the 
fad nation, power to diſtribute the fore- 
faid quantity of beer and wine, and to 


change and alter the houſe, at all times, 


when they ſhall think good, and as they 
ball find moſt meet and profitable for 
I themſelves, providing that they nominate 
unto the Magiſtrates the names of thoſe, 
with the number and quantity of beer and 

wine, 
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of beer, and five tun of wine, the faid 


ſition to any perſon whatſoever, but the 


and ſubjects of this country—In this caſe, 


Of the Scorch 'TraDt 


wine, to whom any part ſhall be given, 
and diſtributed. Of the which ſixteen laſt 


nation ſhall not pay any exciſe or 1mpo- 


ſaid Magiſtrates ſhall acquit and free them 
thereof. As alſo, they are content that | 
the factors of the ſaid nation, ſhall be ex. Ml 
empted from lodging of men of weit 
(ſoldiers) or to pay for them, any colec- 
tion or impoſition. And further, ſhall 
not be bound to enter into any guildrie 
neither watch nor ward, nor muſter. 
Well underſtanding that my Lord Con- 
ſeryator, is not here comprehended, but 
ſhall be free of all charges, conformabk 
to the accuſtomed order paſt. 

10. As to the judgment of the actions 
or quarrels, civil or criminal, that maj 
fall out betwixt any of the faid nation, 


the faid Lord Conſervator, ſhall be warned 
to be preſent, not only to hear the matte 
reaſoned, if it ſhall pleaſe him, but alb 
have power to alledge, if he ſhall think 
good, to the preſervation of the privileges 

the 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


the ſaid nation, and for the defence of the 


King of Scotland's ſubjects, And this be- 
fore the Magiſtrate proceed to the pro- 
nouncing of the ſentence. And as to the 
cauſes, as well civil as criminal, that fall 


out among any of the ſaid nation, that 
ſhall occur, In that caſe the Conſervator 


ſhall only have the judgment, without im- 


pediment, according to the priviledges of 
the ſaid nation, which the Lord Conſer- 
vator may (thoſe of the ſaid nation being 


tound guilty) put in priſon, within the 
priſon houſe of the town, and again re- 
leaſe them as he pleaſes, and that none 
other have to do thereintill. 

11. And in caſe (as God forbid) that 
any motion, or diſcord, hereafter ſhall hap- 
pen between the town of Campvere, or any 
other neighbours, or with any of the pro- 
vince, or otherwiſe, that the ſaid nation 


may not freely and quietly, here frequent 


and traffick in all aſſurance, The ſaid 
nation may, with their goods and merchan- 


diſe, depart from here liberaly, without 


trouble or impediment ; and the ſaid Ma- 
giſtrates ſhall give unto the ſaid nation all 


— aſſurance, 


* 
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the faid nation, providing they ſhall be 


faid nation, during their refidence here, 
be not fruſtrated of the word of God and 


giſtrate grants unto them the quire of 
the great kirk, and their miniſters to have 


agreed, that they fhall remain, as yet, as 
they are preſently, and when the faid 


js agreed by the ſaid Commiſſioner Niſbet. 


Of the ScoTen TRADE 


aſſurance, help and favour, to make them 
have ſkippers and hoys, and all others ne- 
ceſſary, upon the reaſonable expence of 


holden to pay their debts that they ſhalt 
be owing in theſe parts 
6 x2. To the effect, that thoſe of the 


exercitation of the religion, as it is for the 
preſent uſed in Scotland; the faid Ma- 


off the town, their dwelling houſe, with 
free exciſe of beer and wine for his 
houſhold and family. 

13. As concerning the falt Pans, it 15 


nation ſhall come into this town with theit 
ſtaple, the faid Magiſtrates are aſſured, that 
the ſaid nation ſhall not find them fo 
noiſome and incommodious, as preſently 


As alſo, that the ſaid pans cannot ſuddenly 
be demoliſhed, or in any other way altered 
5 or 


. 


db 
. 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


or changed, without the great and hail 
wreck, of the principal burghers of this 


town, and conſequently the total ruin and 


deſtruction of the ſame, which we are 


aſſured is againſt the intention and mean- 


ing of my Lords Commiſſioners of the 
towns of Scotland. But when that incon- 


venience ſhall be found thereintil, we 
ſhall not ſpare any manner of expence for 
remedy thereof. And in the mean time, 


the remedy ſhall be ſought, ſo long as the 


ſaid nation ſhall be here. And when the 


wind ſhall happen to be in the arts and 
places, noiſome or otherwiſe, in that caſe 


the ſaid Magiſtrate ſhall cauſe the fire of 


the ſaid pans to ceaſe, ſo as they ſhall. 
have no occaſion to be miſcontented. 


* 14. As to the metting of the cloth, for 


as much as the ſaid commiſſioners have 
aſſured us, that one metter is not ſuffici- 


ent to ſerve 1n that part, 


The ſaid magiſ- 


trates have granted, that hereafter ſhall be 


appointed, two upright. and diſcreet per- 
ſons, who ſhall give their oath in pre- 
*nce of my lord Conſervator, to duely and 

3 juſtly 
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juſtly mett their cloth without doing any 
wrong, to any one party, or to the other. 

* 15. Alſo it ſhall be procured, That 
the weight of the iron of this town, ſhall 
be according to Antwerp, And they have 
made expreſs ordinance, that all the iron 
(weights in the balance) that ſhall be ſold 
here, ſhall be according to the weight of 
Antwerp, without they pleaſe make their 
condition otherwile, which ſhall be fol- 


lowed. 


6 16. Finally. The ſaid magiſtrates are 


content, and ſhall let and ſuffer the ſaid 


nation, joy and bruik all privileges and 
immunities, that heretofore has been grant- 
ed, by the emperor Charles the V. by his 
ſon the King of Spain, or Dukes of Bra- 


bant, Earls of Flanders, and Lords, of 


Campvere; and ſhall aſſiſt to obtain con- 
firmation of the ſame. 


17. And in 8 to the points and 


articles heretofore granted unto the faid 


nation, and that the ſaid magiſtrates has 
promiſed the premiſes by theſe preſents, 
to obſerve and keep them inviolable, as the 


ſaid commiſſioner Niſbet, with his afliſters 


foreſaid, 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


forefaid, promiſed, that after ſubſcribing 
F * ſealing of this preſent contract, by 
. both the ſaid parties contractors, that 
E they ſhall take. order, and not permit that 
5 | any of their ſhips with ſtaple wares, ſhall 
take any other port than of the ſaid town 
F of Campvere; aſſuring them upon the part 
of the magiſtrates, that ſo long as old love 
I and affection, and their commodities com- 
L | mands the faid nation to remain in this 
W town of Campyere, that the ſaid magiſ- 
W trates ſhall have them in their protection 


| intereſt of the ſaid town, the ſaid magiſ- 
trates ſhall do it with all their heart. 


. WHY Kd er ER SENS 
3 4 * — 3 r Mr * 9 2 * he | 
J Te TI 
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e 
8 $6.5 


We ihe ſaid commiſſioners Niſbet, Mr. George 
Hacket, and Alexander Seggit, on the 


of Campvere, on the other part, ſubſcrib- 
| ed the foreſaid articles, at the town of 
I Campvere, the 17th day of October, 
q -_ F574. 


and ſafeguard, under what place they 
may ſerve to their commodities, without 


* In confirmation of the which, has 


one part, and the magiſtrates of the town 
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length regulated and ſettled in Campvere 
by a formal contract, ratified with a ſolem- 


quence to the. nation. and -the particular 
intereſt of the town well deſerved. It 


year, and not much more than three months, 


ſlates of the province of Guelderland 


Of the Scoren TRADE 


1578, and ſealed with the great ſeal of 
the ſaid town. 


Mr. George Hacket, Calpat epa 
George Niſbbet, Jan Campen. JF 
Alexander Seggit, Andreas Marinus. I 

Jacob Adrianſen, MW 
Ad, Volſius. 
A. Bovens. 


Preter Regenſbergh,” 
Thus the Scotch ſtaple trade was t 


nity and dignity between Scotland and 
the magiſtrates of Campvere, which 
matter of that high moment and conſe- 


deſerves to be taken notice of, that this 
treaty of commerce was concluded the 


preceding the famous treaty of Utrecht, 
the 2gth of January following, by the 


Earldom of Zulphen, the provinces of 


Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, Frieſland, and 
the 


in the NETHERLANDS, | 167 


3 the Ommelands, conſiſting of twenty- 9. 
. | fix articles; by the firſt of which, each janicon. 2. 
3 province and city were to preſerve their 
3 former rights and privileges. But as the 
prince of Orange was not as yet Marquis 
of Campvere, he is taken no notice of 
in the above treaty. The debts of Maxi- 
milian remained ſtill unpaid, his effects 
3 were again expoſed to publick ſale, when 
W the lordſhip of Fluſhing was purchaſed by 
bis highneſs, on the 2oth June, 1581; 
and the Marquiſate of Campvere, the 28th 
of the ſame month, ſold in conſequence of 
W 2 decreet of the court of Holland; when 
7 the former was bought for 75100 and the y a 
Z latter for 74500 guilders, both together . * 
W amounting to 149600, about thirteen 
W thouſand fix hundred pounds ſterling. 
W This purchaſe would no doubt have been ,, 2401. 
very advantageous for Campvere, had that 
truly patriotick and beloved Prince, com- 
monly called Father William, lived longer; 
it 18 univerſally known, that he was af- 


faſſinated in the town of Delft, rein July, 
1384. 
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A. 35. 


ſtaple goods ſhould be landed at that port, 


ſKreening themſelves from the demands of 


jects, when they found themſelves preſſed 
to pay their debts to their correſpondents 


Of the ScoTen TRADE 
Altho' by the laſt article of the ſta ple 


contract above, it was ſtipulated, that all 


yet it was not ſo well obſerved as it ought 
to have. been. The factors and merchants 


their creditors, by frequenting Flanders, 
and pretending to be Philip the II's ſub- 


an Scotland. They obtained a protection | 
there ſo much the more readily when they MR 
were found, or profeſſed to be good Catho- Wi { 
licks: which obliged the royal burroughs to | 
take the moſt effectual means in their power, WM : 
both to fulfil their engagements with 
Campvere, and prevent the bad conſe- 
quences of ſuch a practice to the trade at 
home, which gave occaſion to the follow- i 
ing reſolution : F 
« At Perth, the 22d June 1582.1 

„ The which day, the commiſſioners of if « 
burroughs, underſtanding divers and ſun- f 
dry merchants of the realm to be greatly t 
hurt, and others utterly wreck ed and har- f 
* 


ried, by: the playing © of bankrupt of ſundr) 
factors, 
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factors within the country of Flanders. 1882, 
Therefore it 1s ſtatute and ordained, that 
at no time hereafter any. manner of per- 
ſon be admitted, ſuffered, or permitted, 
to uſe or exerce the office of factory, in 
the ſaid parts of Flanders, either in Zea- 
land, Holland, or Brabant, by the Con- 
ſervator there, but ſuch as are profeſlots 
of the true religion of Jeſus Chriſt, openly 
publiſhed in this realm. And they before 
their admiſſion thereto, either by them- 
ſelves, or others in their name, find ſuf- 
W ficient caution within the burrough of 
5 Edinburgh, to the magiſtrates thereof, for 
3 maintaining of the ſaid true religion to the 
utmoſt of their power, and that they ſhall 
be anſwerable to all whatſoever perſons, 
= with whoſe goods it ſhall happen to them 
L induring their office of factory, to intro- 
I mit with. And that the fame ſhall at all 
W times be forthcoming, to the owners there- 
of, whenſoever they pleaſe to require there- 
for. And that the ſaid Conſervator ſee 
3 this act and ordinance duely execute and 
| fulfilled in all parts in all time coming, 
with certification to him, if he faillzie, or 
2 be 
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be found negligent herein, he ſhall be 
holden to refund to all manner of perſons, 


damnified or defrauded by the ſaid factors, 


all and whatſoever damages, and ſkaith, it 
ſhall happen them to ſuſtain, in any ways 


hereby, and ſhall be deprived of his office 


of Conſervatorie, without favour. Ex- 


tractum, &c. 


This reſolution of the burroughs, 


ſeems to have had a good effect, fixing the 
Conſervator and factors reſidence at Camp: 
vere; and accordingly regiſters of the 
courts held there by him, and aſleſiors, 


from this time for ſeveral years, are to be 


found in the court books. 


By the death of George Hacket, 1 
difference aroſe about his ſucceſſor, be- 
tween the King and the royal burroughs, 


which was like to have a bad effect upon 


the Scotch trade. Theſe laſt petitioned his 


majeſty to make choice of George Kincaid; 


but there was a favourite at court, Robert 


Denniſton, to whom the King gave 1 


commiſſion. As this is the firſt of the kind 


to be found in the records, and on acount 


of 
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of its connexion with what follows, I have 17 
here inſerted it: 

“ James, by the grace of God, King 4. 49. 
of Scotland, to the commiſſioners of bur- 
roughs, within our realm, aid all other 
our lieges and ſubjects whom it effiers, to 

whoſe knowledge theſe our letters ſhall 
come, greeting, 

“Witt ye us, Underftandide the ſuffi- 
ciency, qualification and ability, of our 
well beloved ſervitor, Mr. Robert Den- 
niſton, Gentleman, ordinary of our houſe, 
for uũng and exerciſing the office of Con- 
ſervatory, of the priviledges of our nation, 
uithin the parts of Flanders, Therefore 
oe have made, conſtitute and ordained, 
and by theſe our letters, makes, conſtitues 
and ordains the ſaid Mr. Rabert Denniſton, 
Conſervator of the priviledges of our na- 
tion in the ſaids parts of Flanders: and 
gives to him the office thereof, with all 
liberties, privileges, immunities, caſualties, 
commodities and duties, whatſoever uſed, 
and wont, pertaining and belonging there- 
to, for all the days of his life, now va- 
cant * the death of umquhile Mr. George 
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erce and uſe the ſaid office of Conſerva- 
torie, with all priviledges, liberties, im- 


partaining thereto, and to enjoy, intromit, 


life time ; ſuch like, and as ſurely in all 


uſed and exerciſed. intromitted and up- 


Robert, Contervator aforeſaid, fifteen ſti- 


Of the Scoren TRADE 


Hacket, laſt Conſervator thereof : to ex. 


munities, caſualties, and duties whatſoever 


and uplift the ſame, by him, his deputies 


and officers in time coming, during his 


and by all things, as the ſaid umquhile 
Mr. George, or any other his predeceſiors, 
Conſervators in the parts foreſaid, has 


lifted the fame in time bygone. And allo, 
we have given and granted, and by theſe 
our letters, give and grant to the ſaid Mr, 


vers to be upliitzd of every ſack of goods 
pertaining to any of our ſubjects, trading, 

and repairing to the country of Flanders, 

from whatſoever parts, whether the ſame 
be out of our own realm and dominion, 
or any other, waatſoever the ſame be, viz, 

twelve ſtivers off the merchant, and three 
ſtivers off the ſkippers, repairing forth of 

our realm to any other parts, 

« Tn 
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« In conſideration of the great trouble 
interveening in the parts forefaids, theſe 
ſundry years by gone; waereby the travel 
and expence of the ſaid Conſervator has 
been greater and more ſumptuous than 
the ſame uſed to be before; with 
power to the ſaid Mr. Robert, onſervator 
foreſaid, by himſelf, his deputies and 
officers, to receive, and uplift the ſaid 
fifteen ſtivers, of every ſack of goods as 
ſaid is, and as need be, to poynd and 
appar therefor. 


* Wherefore we charge ſtrictly, Pore 


command you, all and ſundry, our lieges 
and ſubjects foreſaids, that ye readily 
anſwer. obey, and make thankful payment 
*onfervator, his deputy and 
officers, of the ſaid fitteen ſtivers of every 
ſack of gools, an all, and ſundry things 
concerning the ſid offi. e, IN ime com- 
ing, during his life time, under the higheſt 


pain, charge and offence, that ye and ilk 
ane of you may commit, and join againſt 


our Majeſty in that part. 

And we willing that the ſaid Mr. 
Robert, Conferyator, his deputy and offi- 
cers, 
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Of the ScoTCH TRADE 


cers, ſhall be readily anſwered of the 
duties above written, but (without) any 
manner of ſtay, and impediment, Com- 


manding therefore, you the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners of burroughs within our re- 
alm, that ye deſiſt, and ceaſe from all 
moleſting, or impediment making to him, 


his deputy and officers, in uplifting there - 


of, But that ye ſuffer him and them, 
peaceably intromit and uplift the ſame in 
time coming, diſcharging (prohibiting) 
you thereof, and of your officers in that 
part, by theſe our letters, notwithſtand- 
ing whatſoever other acts, ſtatutes or con- 
{titutions, made or to be made, in your 


particular aſſemblies or conventions, which 


we declare to have no effect, nor to be 
any uſe, extended againſt the ſaid Conſer- 
vator, towards the duty above written, 


for any time bygone, or to come; and ſpe- 


cially declares, the acts and ordinances 


made by our burroughs at their conven- 


tion, within the burrough of Dundee, in 
the month of July, 1587, which any 
ways has tended, or may tend to the hurt 


or prejudice of the ſaid Conſervator, anent 
| the 
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in the NETHERLANDS: „ 


the duties above ſpecified, to be of no avail, 75%. 
* or effect. 

And as we conſidering, that the ſaid 
umquhile Mr. George, was agent for us, 
within the parts foreſaids, Therefore we 
have made and conſtitute, and by theſe 
our letters, makes and conſtitutes the 
ſaid Mr. Robert, our agent in all our 
affairs within the ſame parts, and ſo that 
he may take travel, care and diligence at 
all times, as occaſion ſhall be required, 
and may intromit and uptake the ſums 
above written, for ſupport of his charge 

and expence in time coming. 

Given under our privy ſeal, at Dunot- 
ter, the firſt day of May, the year of 
God, 1589 years, and of our reign 308 
220 year, 

**-Per Gonaturam manibus, 8. D. N. 
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Regis ac cancellarii ſubſcriptum.” 
By the above commiſſion it appears, 
that the King was not well pleaſed with 
the burroughs, nor they with him. They 
had called Denniſton an uſurper; his Ma- 
jeſty was much diſobliged with ſuch an 
indifference, or rather contempt put upon a | 
perſon 


n , ee 4 8 att r 9 N RRR ” . r 8 n F Ss * 5 f => - 
8 5 > 1 ö N SJ Era 7 6 Re 8 J ·àꝛà—à—̃ ½ö? ¾ ae ene ET St n R E CC 7 
> . N r 8 GGW r DOS I EF, Se > $42 r Im es cc N A 8 WOT O44 LG S N R e 8 
P WWW er CON Po en ME NES | N „ K mU—ꝓ.æ!UUn..... . RS ICS R e 2 OT os TTT e 8 ; 
8 ; 8 2 TTT ĩͤ OL Boe ho KS 2 LTe io bang oe oe d EE ST RT 0 CAS nes yt ANG ITY JJ ͤ LAS; TOS! we | 5 
* * . He te EF J/ööͤͥͤã¹⁴i. TTT f F %% A , F 8 ; ; 7 : F, ö N 
222Cüüͤð ! CoEks ERA EE IN P TTT * . £3 OE RC DAS IE poo ING, 4 n Wn dg * N 25 "FIRES, . A N ö e * , 2 . e a 
. ˙ A bo Ee OY r 8 I SC RAE. 7 — , 190 * nn 8 : 3 4 ö r = r a, + 4 ö ** , 
F Jos « =my 2 E ol ef at 3 A 5 ö 9 8 , 2 88 : A es. n 5 * ** X 
— rr ono 
AC te > oe ie» IT” 2 * * 2 3 


n 88 REE 
W 
LETS > 6 LEN Te, Wo, 


I 


— mo . 
rg a er at pr” wr Og 
. ner rn 


c p „ A * 4 Ns. — —— 5-3 2 . _—_ - — 22 — . 
- 5 ATT ——* : r G — 5 — r — * 2 — — — e A a © | - 2 — 4 . y 2408 I 65 ES : : - FRO - 1 2 1 : 
oe ET ES 5 ok RET 3-15 8 — — — — — 1 2 1 ES © 5 22 . T = - N 3 S : — * 5 — . — > 2 K. — — — —_ a — I ED INS — 7 - — 5 
. 2 7 EN .-"» c RES 1 - 0 2 6 : - * 8 . ne — — — — — - — 3 _ = — —— - — 2 — — 5 — — IE n 

* F — ee 3 8 . n I, 8 A Sr 27 hg” : >. —— —— —- —0 nou SE FAST x = — — — — 2 = - = 5D 2 : — ͤ — .. er Re N= 22 - 
. ' TC f PX 1 = * 5 * 8 0 2 — 5 .. : - — - p N — 1 2 p — 2 . * — OED = — 22 —— —̃ U— — — : 
- — : 2 - aw 4 Ku A > A —— 2 — a * 2 — — 4% — — - — = —— Is = 65 N 9 - 2 22 x” T — HEE — 4 — — > - : 2 — = = = <ZIS- > * 8 "TY — 

bh ah . 2 0 1 r 2 wen 5 * — ER . : Bo 5 — by -=z n —.— = — —— 2 2 = e h - 2 ——— = = — ob — ee ie ee ae entry eee — — — n — . — — = 
p CN Area tt CE rod 5. b — Eon.” £ c * * — — — —_ — — = - . —— Tz — 5 — - . N — 
— * — 8 i" — * = 1 I — OT et REES . — _ 


— = 


— — — — 
— —— — 


— — — 


— 


. — 
EE — 
— —-— — 


— 

= LSB IRS 

a. ** NE Ine e 
#6 -. C 2 — SL 


* 2 8 ro es roar oe A gh * 


| 1589. 


ſhall inſert as follows: 


Of the Scoren TRADE. 


perſon he ſeems to have a particular 
regard for. He concerned himſelf ſo 
heartily in favours of the now Conſerva- 
tor, that by a proclamation the laſt of 


May, ſigned by the King, he orders to put 
a ſtop to all ſhips bound for Campvere, or 
the Low Countries, until Mr. Denniſton was 
ready for his voyage, on the penalty of the 


loſs of ſhips, veſſels, goods, and gear 
therein. Not only ſo, but as the weakneſs 
of this prince, led him through the whole 
of his reign, to the laſt day of his life, to 


be devoted to his favourites, and think he 
could never do enough for them, on the 


12th of July following, the royal burroughs 


are prohibited to tranſact any affair relat- 


ing to trade with the towns of Flanders, 


without the knowledge, advice, conſent 


of the Conſervator. After many ſpecial 
tokens of the King's kindneſs, ample and 
peculiar inſtructions were drawn up for 


his ſafety, and private intereſt, appointed 


to be regiſtered in the books of ſecret coun- 
cil, conſiſting of ſixteen articles, which ! 


«c Ads 


dy 
3 


7 the NETHERLANDS, 


“Acts, ſtatutes, conſtitutions and ordi- 
nances, concerning the office of conſerva- 
torie, and merchants of this nation, traf- 
ficking within the Low Countries, for the 


honour of the realm, and wiel and com- 


modity of the ſaid merchants, purchaſed by 


the Right Honourable Mr. Robert Denni- 
ſton, agent for his Majeſty, and Conſerva- 
tor of the privileges of his Highneſs's nati- 


on, within the parts aforeſaid. 
In the firſt place. That no merchants, 


factors, maſters of ſhips nor mariners, 


ſhall have, nor enjoy any benefit, liberty 


or privelege of this nation, except ſuch as 
profeſs the true and ſincere religion of 


Jeſus Chriſt, in all points, as the ſame is 
preſently eſtabliſhed by law and acts of 


parliament, within the realm of Scotland. 


2. Item. That all merchants, factors, 


ſkippers, mariners, reſorting for the time 
in the town of Campvere, come and repair 
to the Kirk on the ordinary preaching 


days, under the pain of five ſhillings, and 
to the ſupper of the Lord, under the pain 
of twenty ſhillings. 
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Highneſs be not abuſed therein in time 


uſed, that unfreemen and ſtrangers give 


time, the ſolemn oaths of the merchants, 


name, properly appertains to himſelf; 


by the Conſervator, to confiſcate as is fore- 


Of the SCOTCH TRADE 


3- © Item. For the eſchewing of al 
frauds, which has been and is uſed to- 
wards his Majeſty's cuſtoms, and that his 


Ane r N 
nn wats 25 e070 "70 IN 


CREE EFT Fs FTI WY Ss: 
9 


coming, It is ſtatute and ordained, that 
all cockets ſhall be ſpecial, and contain 
particularly the whole quantity and ſpeci- 
fication of all the goods, with the names 
of them to whom they appertain, like unto | 
Edinburgh, under pain of confiſcation of 
all the goods. That one half to his Ma- 
jeſty's uſe, and the other half to his Con- 
fervator. N 

4. © Item. Becauſe it is commonly 


n 


8 RRR 
PPE r * 


up their goods and cuſtoms, the ſame in 
the name of freemen, to the great defraud 
of his Majeſtys cuſtoms, and hurt to the 
merchants, therefore ordain the ſaid Con- 
fervator to accept and receive from time to 


factors, ſkippers, and others, that the 
whole goods cuſtomate in every man's 


and if it ſhall be found or tried otherwife 


ſaid. 
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fad. And the upgivers to be only an- 1389 
fwerable to the ſame ſtrangers, and to be 
adjudged in the pain of 5 lb. to be applied 
as ſaid is. And commands that every 
merchant, factor, ſkipper, or other, come 

to the Conſervator to the ſame effect, be- 

fore the importing of any goods or geer, 

under the pain of 40 ſhillings, ſo oft as 

they faillzie. I LT 

5. © Item. For avoiding the inconve- 1 
piencies which may tend not only to the 1 
religion preſently profeſſed, but alſo to 1 
his Highneſs's authority and Eſtate of 1 
tis Realm, by the ſecret paſſing and re- 
= pairing of his ſubjects, under colour of 
= trafficking in merchandiſe, to the parts of 
= Flanders and Brabant, and others under 
the King of Spain's dominions, and pre- 
ſently under the government of the Duke 
of Parma, from Zealand, or the parts a- 
3 foreſaid thereto. His Majeſty diſcharges 
all his ſubjects of all paſſing or repairing 
to and from the parts above ſpecified, 
without the knowledge and licence of the 

| faid Conſervator, under the pain of five 
pound, commanding and ordaining him 
ſtraitly 
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Of the Score TRADE 


ſtraitly to ſearch and ſeek, if a carry 
any letters, and if they tend to any weight 
or importance, to intercept and direct the 


ſame to his Highneſs, with the firſt com- 


modity. oy 5 

6. © Item. That the whole merchants 
at their firſt arrival, and coming on land, 
ſhall paſs to the Conſervator's lodgings, to 


the effect he may inform them, how they 
may. behave themſelves, as alſo to under- 


ſtand if there be any unfreemen among 
them, contrary to the acts of parliament 


made by his Highneſs and moſt noble pro- 


genitors in time bypaſt, under the pain 
ſet down; and every man at his firſt voyage, 
to give his oath to the C onſervator, and 
thereafter to incorporate and pay twenty 
ſhillings, if he be a Burgeſs ſon, if not, 
the double. NG. | 

7. Item. That no contracts, tranſ— 
ports, obligations, diſcharges, nor latter 
wills, be holden nor repute valid, nor be of 
any ſorce, ſtrength or effect, except the ſame 
be made in preſence of the Conſervator, or 


- his deputy and clerk, for the time autho- 
riſcd and admitted by him, and paſſed the 


ſeal 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


fral of office duly and authentically, as 
effiers ; and that all conſignations of money, 
be in the hands of the ſaid Conſervator, 
according to the order uſed within his 


pound. 

8. Hem... For the honour of the 
country, and containing of the nation in 
daily quietneſs and decent order, eſpecially 
among ſtrangers, it is ſtatute and ordained, 


that whoever ſhal! happen to draw his 


' ſw. rd or whinger, or knife, ſhall pay the 
ſum of forty ſhillings; and whoſoever 
ſtrikes hand without weapon, or gives in- 
jurious words, to pay the like pain, or 
that menaces with weapons. 

9. Item. His Majeſty gives and 
grants letters to the ſaid Conſervator, to 
tranſport forth of this realm yearly, for 
the proviſion and furniſhing of his houſe 


in the Low Countries, One laſt of flower, 


one laſt of beef, and twenty four Chal- 
ders of burn coals, free of all cuſtom, and 
without any ſearch, ſtop, or impediment, 
to be made by any of his Highneſs's 


ſearchers or officers to the ſaid Conſervator, 
his 
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his factors, procurators, or ſkippers, maf. 
ters, and mariners of the ſhips and veſſels 
tranſpoters thereof in any ways in time 
coming. FOE 


10. Item. Whoſoever beis warned 
to court or otherwiſe, to compear before 
the Conſervator, and compears not, ſhall 
pay twenty ſhillings; and if any wilfully 
and contemptuouſly difobey, ſhall be im- 


priſoned and pay the ſam of five pounds. 
II. © Item. His Majeſty gives the 


Conſervator his ſervice, travels, and la- 


bours twelve ſtivers of every ſack of goods 


and three of the ſhip, if ſhe be charged 
with ſtrangers goods; and commands no 
ſhip to be unload, till they have delivered 
their cocket and entry to tie Conſervator, 
under the pain of five pounds. And al ſo his 
Majeſiy gives him one ſhilling for every 
name that is contained in the ſaid cocketand 
entries, and ordains all freighting ome- 
wards, to be in the ſaid Conſervatoi s pre- 


fence, or his deputy, under the ſaid pain, 
and the owners and ſkippers to pay five 
| ſhillings, and the merchants ten ſhillings; 

and likewiſe gives him the exciſe of te 


laſts 
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laſts of beer; and one tun of wine, granted 

to the nation, and twelve ſtivers of every 

tun of wine of the merchants, by (beſides) 
| 155 OY 8 duty. 


4 _ thing any general or particular 
| commiſſioners of burrows, ſet down, or 
conclude by their privie and particular au- 
thority, either concerning his proper of- 
J ficer, the Conſervator, or the privileges of 
| the nation, to be null and of no force, or 
| effect; and commands the ſaid 83 
W tor to acknowledge none of their acts, 
E touching any of the ſaid two, except they 
| | be ratified and approved by his Majeſty, 
4 and the lords of ſecret council, and to ſtay 
I all commiſſions not directed to him, and 
L wherein he is not nominate ; and who re- 
ceives and tranſports any thing from the 
| Low Countries, by (without) his AG VICE; 
W {hall pay ten pounds. 

] | 13. © Item. It is ſtatute and . 
W that whatſoever ſums ſhall be diſburſed 


ſhall 
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His Majeſty dale, that ad 


; by the Conſervator in the affairs of the 
4 "i eſtate of merchandiſe, or in the 
1 of whatſoever particular merchants, 
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2339 fhall be refunded and reimburſed to him, 
beſides the conſideration of his pains. 

14. © Whoſoever injures the Conſerva- 
tor by word, if he be of the nation, ſhall 
pay ten pound and be impriſoned. If he 
be a ſtranger, the nation ſhall be diſcharg- 
ed to. buy or ſell with him, under the 
like pain ; if by deed ſhall be removed of 
(from) the nation in all times coming. 

15. Item. For eſchewing the multi- 
tude of plies (law ſuits) and to reſtain ma- 
licious pliers, the party ſuccumbing ſhall 
be condemn'd in the pain of forty ſhillings; 
and if any perſon compears before an) 
judgment or council in the Low Countries, WF 
without the advice of the Conſervator, he 
ſhall pay five pounds; and ordains every 
man beſides his defraying, when he com- 
pears in judgment, to pay him daily 
twenty ſhillings. 
16. Item. His majeſty ratifies and ap- 
proves, and confirms, all and whatſoever 
acts and ordinances made and ſet down by 
his bigneſs, and his noble progenitors in 
any time bypaſt, concerning the office of 
$ Con- 
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Conſervator, and privileges of his nation, 
within the Low Countries; and com- 
mands the faid Conſervator, to put the 
ſame in execution upon the contraveeners, 
E without reſpect of perſons, notwithſtand- 


ver perſon or perſons, as he ſhall anſwer 
l | to his majeſty upon his office. 


the ſecret council to laſting memory; and 
3 the ſame being regiſtrate, ordains his 
lighneſs's great fignet to be appended 


thereto. 


Andro, deputatum clericum ejuſdem, ſub 
Johannes Andro.“ 


| Juriſdietions, granted the Conſervator, 
place here, as a proof that Mr. Denniſ- 
ton, muſt have b-en the King's diſtin- 
guiſhed favourite; from which partiality 
Je gave him an authority, which might 


B b Tm haye 


ig whatſoever letters, purchaſed or to be 
WW purchaſed, in the contrair, by whatſoe- 


Which acts, conſtitutions, and ordi- 
nances of the King's majeſty, ordains to 
be acted, and regiſtrated, in the books of 


3 © Extractum ex libro actorum ſecreti 
E concilii, S. D. N. regis, per me Johannem | 


meis ſigno et ſubleriptione manvualibus 


J have given theſe privileges and 
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and ob:iructed the progrefs of trade in the 


do many things unreaſonable and unjuſt. 


from giving him what inſtructions they „ 


Of the Scorcn TRADE 


have put it in his power to have entangled 
Low Countries, inſtead of advancing and 
promoting it; and by giving him prero— 
gatives abroad, where he might take great 
tiberties without having any check upon 
his proceedings, he had it in his power to 


But theſe did not diſcourage the burroughs 


thought he ſhould be bound to obſerve. 
The burroughs finding that it would be 
uſeful, and was even become neceſſary to 
have a church, and a fixed miniſter a 
Campvere, came to the following reſolu- 
tion, 4th Mays 1588. 
„The which day, the convention 0 
burroughs holden at Cowpar, the day fore 
faid, by the commiſſioners of burroughs 
convened thereat, underſtanding the gre 
abuſe of merchants, and other Scots me Wi 
reſorting to the town of Campvere in Ze 
land, their ordinary ſtaple in Flanders 
being heartily lamented, in fo far as the) 
beſide their uncomely behaviour in thel 


civil life, and untoward manners, conti 
tf 


1 
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the laws of God, and civil police, has no 

manner of regard of conſcience, or religi- 

on, therefore, for remeed thereto, conde- 

ſcends halily (unanimouſly) that with ſuch 

diligence as may be poſſible, a Scotch 

Kirk, be erected in the ſaid town, and a 
W miniſter to be choſen, to ſerve the ſame, 

b upon the common charges of merchants, 

© traffickers, or otherways, as they ſhall ſpy 
1 out the moyen (means) therefor, which 
W they continue to their next general con- 
4 vention; and to that effect, ordains the 
3 commiſſioners of the burroughs now pre- 
3 ſent, to cauſe ſend their commiſſioners ful- 
I ly inſtructed, the time above written, to 
3 conclude and determine therein. 
3 * But there being no ſettled fund for 
b the miniſter's living, the burroughs ap- 
I pointed the firſt and readieſt of the exciſe 
3 of ſix laſts of beer, and two tun and an 
„hbalf of wine, for providing the miniſter's. 

; I ſtipend; and that the Conſervator ſhall | 
\ WF likewiſe be aſtricted as he ſhall be anſwer- 
oble to the burroughs, upon his office, to 
bee the ſtipend foreſaid of the money of the 
; exciſe, upon the beer and wine, duly col- 
3 lected 
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lected and ingathered, and be accountable 


hereof to be given to the ſaid Conſervator, 
by their general clerk, to the effect he 
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unto them, at their requilition, until the 
ſaid miniſter be appointed. This exciſe 
to be conformable to the price of the ex- 
ciſe of Englith beer and wine, taken up 
by the magiſtrates of the town of Camp- 
vere. The burroughs ordain an extra 


pret: nd no 1gnorance thereof.“ This ad 
is d:tcd 3d October, 1590, at Edinburgh, 
and is a proof that the burroughs, notwith- 
ſtanding Denniſton's commiſſion and in- 
ſtructions, and prerogatives from the 
King, went on in giving orders to the 
C nlcrvator, in their ordinary and accuſ- 
tomead ite, 
i ins exciſe. however, being found too 
ſmall for maintaining a miniſter, it was 
afterwards put upon a better footing, and 
ſettled by the royal burroughs, at 1200 I 
guilders ,yearly, which was a very hand- 3 
ſome allowance, conſidering che high value 
of money at that time. 
The good underſtanding between the 
King and the Low Countries, was like to 
have 
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have been interrupted by an affair, which 1393. 
mi ght have affected the trade there in general, 
and the ſtaple port in particular; of which 
I ſhall give a ſhort account, as I have 
not ſ:en it taken notice of by any of our 
Britiſh hiſtorians, as any way connected 
with the reign of King James. 
Several Dutch ſhips being arreſted in v.. aig, 
England, about the year 1588, on account ;. 
of private debts owing by ſeveral perſons 
in Holland to the merchants in London, 
a practice which was but too common in 
that age, laying the burthen of the guilty 
upon the innocent. At the ſame time, 
one William Stuart, a Colonel, wanted 
King James's authority to follow this ex- 
ample, and petitioned his majeſty to grant 
him letters of repriſal on the Dutch, pre- 
tending they were owing him fix tons of 
gold (fix hundred thouſand guilders). The 
King having no inclination to quarre] with 
them, refuſed to grant theſe letters, before 
he warned the ſtates, by a commiſſioner 
to he ſent expreſs to manage that affair. 
Mean while, the ſtates diſpatched Leenard 
de Voogt, penſionary of Delft, for Scot- 
: land, 
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land, who taking England in his way, 


made the buſinets he was employed in, 
known to that court. Queen Elizabeth 
diſuaded him from proceeding in his jour- 
ney, promiſing to write to King James 
about it; whereupon De Voogt returned 


home, in the year 1589; but the affair 


continued ſtill unſettled : and the ſtates 


were very unwilling to have their trade in 


the North Sea, eſpecially their fiſhery in- 


terrupted or diſturbed, commiſſioned De 


vooght, and Jan van de Werke, penſionary 
of Amſterdam, to go directly to Scotland, 
where they were graciouſly received by 
the King at Edinburgh. The deputies 
repreſented that Stuart had no reaſon 
to aſk ſo much money, and as for what 
he could in juſtice demand, the whole 
Netherlands, theſe ſtill under the King 
of Spain, were bound for it: That 
Holland and Zealand had no connexion 


with tie other provinces in matters of this 
kind; and conſequently were not anſwer- 


able for theſe common debts; and that it 
was againſt all practice, as well as equity 
and juſtice, that the debts of the country, 

| ſuppoſing 
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ſuppoſing even they were lawfully due, 
ſhould be laid upon private perſons, or that 
they ſhould be diſtreſſed or obliged to pay 
them. Theſe reaſons, though ſufficiently 
ſtrong in themſelves, happily inforced by 
a ſpeech of the Engliſh Ambaſſador, had 
the wiſhed for effect upon the King: he 
deſired the Envoys to return and inform 
their maſters of the ground of Stuart's pre- 
tenſions, which he was afterwards con- 
vinced were not well founded; and believ- 


was at the bottom of this bufineſs, who 


upon ſuch extravagant pretenſions, and the 
violent method he propoſed to reimburſe 
himſelf, he went afterwards into the ſer- 
vice of Denmark, but ſti} continued a 
favourite, and according to euſtom, had a 
great influence with King James, which 
he improved ſo effectually, that he obtair;- 

ed from the ſtates general, an order for the 
ſum of 5600 guilders, (above 5000 . 

ſterl.) at different payments, alcho' this 
was far below the ſum he aſked, yet was 
no trifle in thoſe days. 

When 


ing likewiſe, that the Duke of Parma 


| ſupported Stuart; who inſiſting no longer 
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When this affair was made up, the 


King and the ſtates continued very good 


friends for a long time thereafter ; and this 
peaceable monarch, could not give them 


a {tronger proof, that he was diſpoſed to 
live amicably with them, than by ſending 
the foreſaid William Stuart, to conclude 


the ſtricteſt mutual friendſhip and alliance; 
to make which the more firm and laſting, 
he allowed a Dutch agent to have his reſi- 
dence in Scotland. The ſtates beſides, 


had much recommended themſelves to his 


favour and gratitude, by diſcovering a con- 
{piracy of the Spaniſh Roman Catholicks 


againſt his government, and even his per- 


fon in Scotland. As this happened be- 


fore the commiſſion given to Stuart, it 


probably gave occaſion to it, and to the 


ſettling a Dutch agent in his kingdom. 
The harmony and union between him 
and the republick was further confirmed, 
and made more publick, on account of 
the baptiſm of the King's eldeſt ſon, Hen- 
ry, the gth of September, 1594, with 
great ſolemnity. Walrave, Lord of Bre- 
derode, and Mr. Jacob Valke, repreſent” 
| E ng 
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ing the ſtates, were preſent, with many 


other perſons of diſtinction from Holland, 
who accompanied the deputies, who made 
the young Prince a preſent of two gold 
cups, and a gold box, wherein was a bond 
of 5000 guilders (about 455 J. ſterl.) as 
a yearly liferent to the young Prince, to 
be paid to the Conſervator of the Scatch 
nation at Campvere, with many coſtly pre- 


| ſents to the nurſe and others. 


The former treaties of peace and friend- 


ſhip were at the ſame time renewed and 


confirmed. The Queen of England had 
no reaſon to be diſpleaſed with ſuch a firm 
and laſting union between Scotland and 


the Republick ; but this uncommon mark 


of the ſtates generoſity to the young Prince, 


the royal heir of her ſucceſſor, ſhe beheld 


with no favourable eye, and could not 


A reſtrain herſelf from making the Dutch 


| commiſſioners ſenfible of her diſpleaſure, 


when they came to make her their com- 
pliments on their return from Scotland, 
by letting them know, that the ſtates were 
lull owing her a very large ſum, which 
was! ſhortly after paid: but by her ſend- 
Cc ing 
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7594 ing out ſome veſſels to drive the Spainards 


from the coaſt of Britain, whereby the 


e 
„„ 7 7 


trade had been greatly interrupted, the 
United rovinces gave her the aſſiſtance ſhe 
deſired, whereby they became better 
friends. 85 
The town of Campvere now became the 
principal port for the Scotch trade; the 
Conſervator had his fixed refidence there. 
Orders were given, obliging the merchants 
to ſend all their goods deſigned for Flan- 
ders, to the ſtaple port. Theſe were fre- 
_ quently repeated, and frequently tranſgreſſ- 
ed. The privateers from Midleburgh and 
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ff Fluſhing, and other parts of the Low 
li Countries, took advantage of their deſtinati- 
[i on for one ſingle place, and plundered many 
1. of them. Complaints were made, but 

| theſe grievances were neither fully redrefl- 
1 . ed, nor proper meaſures taken to pre- 
Ii En vent them: they were however, in the 
i} courſe of a few years, in a great meaſure 
9 removed, the former acts renewed, ap- 
i 1 2 pointing the goods to be landed accord- 
[i ing to the treaty in 1589, which was in ? 
i great meaſure owing to a memorial of tlic 
0 royal 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


royal burroughs, to the magiſtrates - of 
Edinburgh, requeſting and deſiring them 
to direct a miſſive or ſupplication in their 
name, to the magiſtrates of the towns of 
Midleburgh, Fluſhing, States of Flanders, 
and ſuch towns thereof as the Conſerva- 
tor ſhall name; requeſting redreſs at the 
ſaid magiſtrates hands, for the goods pil- 
laged from the Scotch nation for ſeveral 
years bygone ; which had a good effect, 
and the paſſage became ſo ſafe, that ano- 
ther act of parliament paſſed in 1 597. 
ordering Campvere to be the landing place 
of all ſtaple goods, tranſported from Scot- 


land, on the penalty of 10 l. vis. (60 
guild.) and that the maſter of the ſhip and 


merchants ſhould be obliged to give their 
oaths, that they had not delivered any of 
their goods at any other port. 

Theſe acts and orders were many times 


renewed, relating to ſtaple goods, although 


hitherto no proper definition had been 
made, or any exact and explicit liſt given 
of them, which will beſt appear from the 
following act,“ Apud Aire eds menſis 
Juli, 1602. 


cc The 


195 


1597. 


A. 47. 48. 


Act Par. 
p. 168. 


— — ͤ— . G eres ITT IT no „ 
* — — LRN — 2 — — 
W =. 1 — CO I at tn 2 — — ERS 2 
. ... —— CODED CG 
MK fd — EA — — — — —— — 2 2 * * Sz > 
- 8 . * * 


. 
— —— ——— — — - * — — — — — — —— — 1 - 4 
3 * . 
= 
— * = — — 6 — — . — —— >: = = — _ === . 
En un So — ———— r ET rg _ EC — 
* ne —— — — — WO AS RES — 
== —_ Ie Cor. IF" SEE —„— 5 
— 
= — 2 a ty == - 
— p a2 =" war —= i r 
— —— — . IEC EL. oi AT > — — 


Of the Scoren TxA E. 


„The which day compeared, Niman 

Barclay, Provoſt and Commiſſioner from 
the burrough of Irvine, and deſired the 
reſol tion of the burroughs, to know and 
underſtand, what goods and wares are 
comprehended under the name of ſtaple 
wares, The ſaid Commiſſioners, after 
long conference and reaſoning, finds and 
declares, That according to the conſuetude 
of merchants, in all times bygone, all 
merchandiſe which pays cuſtom, as well 
brought within the realm, as tranſported 
forth of the ſame, is, and has been, called 
repute, and holden ſtaple goods and wares, 
Whereupon the ſaid Commiſſioners aſked 
acts and inſtruments of this preſent con- 
yention.” 

The above definition was found to be 
by far too extenſive, when a ſpecified liſ 
came to be inſerted in the contract. Al- 
though a few years afterward, the bur- 
roughs ſeem to carry it yet further; for 
upon an application to them by the Con- 
ſervator, bearing, © That divers Scotch 
merchants, againſt the acts of burroughs, 
tranſported their goods from ſome parts 


of 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


of England to Weſt Flanders in Holland, 
pretending immunity, from the pains in 
the ſaid acts, upon the reaſon the ſaid 
goods were not tranſported from Scotland. 
Therefore it is ſtatute and ordained, That 
the whole goods pertaining to Scotch mer- 


| ſhall be no ways tranſported to any other 


aple of Campvere, upon whatever pre- 
text.“ 


frequently tranſgreſſed; and the town of 
Campvere, inſtead of gaining, was very 


nigh being deprived of the benefit of the 


Scotland had it under their conſiderati- 
on to remove the ſtaple from Campvere, 
and ſettle it elſewhere ; but his Majeſty 


ſolicited in favour of the town, and were 
ſupported by Denniſton's intereſt with the 
King, which at length had a good effect; 
beſides, the town of Campvere, by the trade 
being 


chants whereſoever, they ſhall be imbarked 


port in the Low Countries, but to the 


A regulation ſo ſtrict and: abſoluts, 


could not fail, as it commonly happens, 
when matters are carried too far, to be 


Scotch trade altogether. The ſtates of 


was applied to, and the ſtates of Scotland 
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being carried on there ſo long, became 
more covenient for the Scotch merchan- 
concluded between the deputies from the 
burroughs, and the magiſtrates of the 


town, with all manner of formality, and 
every token of mutual unity and affection. 


in the regiſters of tlie court book ; I have 
taken from an original) from beginning to 
the ſeveral contracts made at different 


times, notwithſtanding the repetitions of 
ſeveral articles, which cannot poſſibly be 


at that time: 


Chron. 


"4 Of the ScoTcn TRADE 


well known, and was found more and 


diſe. Soon after there was a contra 


I ſhall inſert the contract, as it is much 
larger than any that went before, and ina 
great meaſure the foundation of all thoſe 
afterwards made. It is not to be found 


tranſlated it from the French (perhaps 


end, as my deſign is to give a full view of 


avoided. The tranſlation follows from 
the French, as it was wrote and printed 


17 Comme ainſi ſoit, _ que de ? fort | long 
temps la nation Eccoiſſoiſe a faict ſa de- 
meure, et tenu 1. eſtaple, de ſes merchan- 


diſes, en cette ville de Campvere, &c. _ 
4 Ai 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


« As the Scotch nation, hath for a long 
time had their reſidence and kept the ſtaple 
port of their merchandiſe in this town of 
Campvere; and as there are antient alli- 


both parties, and contracts likewiſe, where 
by the ſaid city and nation are reciprocally 
engaged; and that for ſome time the 
eſtates of Scotland (Meſſieurs de Eſcoſe) 
for certain reaſons have had it under their 


deliberation to remove their ſtaple and 


ſettle it elſewhere; ſo is it, that on ac- 
count of the alliances fixed, and by the 
good will of his Majeſty of Great Britain, 
and the eſtates of Scotland, who. have 


it has pleafed the honourable deputies of 


to ſend over their Commiſſioners, VIZ. 


Meſſieurs David Aikenhead, merchant 
and burgeſs of the city of Edinburgh, and 
William Gondman, merchant and burgeſs 


honourable Conſervator, Mr. Robert Den- 
niſton, with full power and procuration, 
to treat anew, in their name, with the 


ances between the powers and people of 


been ſolicited in favour of the ſaid town, 


the towns of the kingdom of Scotland, 


of the city of Dundee, affiſted by the 


ma- 
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appears by the commiſſion of the faid 


dated the 25th July, 1612, ſigned by theit 
Secretary. By virtue whereof, the ſaid 


the noble States of the council of Zealand, 


ary of the ſaid town, upon the other part. 


manded, the points and articles following 


Of the Scoren TRADE. 


magiſtrates of this city, concerning the 
continuance of the ſaid ſtaple here; 25 


honourable deputies from the burroughs, 


Commiſſioners on the one part, aſſiſted by 
Meſſieurs Jacques de Maldirée, Lord of 
Hayes, &c. chief and repreſentative of 


joined with Mr. John de Maurignault, 
bailliff of the ſaid town and marquiſate, 
by a ſpecial commiffion from his Excel- 
lency the Marquis of the ſaid town, to- 
gether with the deputies from the magi- 
ſtrates of the ſaid town, viz. Mr. John 
Pieterſon van Eſſen, Jaſper Apollon), 
burgomaſters, and Enoch Potty, penſion- 


After ſeveral conferences upon what the 
ſaid Commiſſioners from Scotland had de- 


were agreed upon : 
« . In ths firſt place, His Excellency : a 
Marquis of the City, with the burgomaſters, 
ſchepens, and counſellors, promiſe to — 
an 


in the NETHERLANDS. 

ard ratify, all and every one of the privi- 
leges, liberties and immunities, granted in 
any former contract to the Scotch nation, 
by the late emperor Charles V. Philip 
II. King of Spain, the Dukes of Brabant, 
Earls of Flanders, or other Princes of the 
Low Countries, the town of Bruges, Ant- 
werp, Campvere, or others, where the 
{aid nation has formerly ſettled their traf- 


conditions granted the ſaid nation by the 
aid burgomaſters, ſchepens, and council 
W in the year 1579. nr 

2. To the end that the ſaid nation 
I may not be fruſtrate of the word of Ged, 


in their own language, the magiſtrates 
call appoint a decent and convenient 
church, for the hearing of ſermons, pray- 
ers, and e e ee of the ſacrament, 
and a church yard for burying their dead; 


I Enjoyed by the factors. 
g. The faid magiſtrate: promiſe beſides, 


. that in order to evite ſuch dangers and 
„„ perils, 


fick, or fixed their reſidence, with all the 


and the exerciſe of the reformed religion 


and (hall appoint likewiſe a decent houſe, 
for the miniſter, with all the franchiſes 
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perils, which may happen for the future, 
that they ſhall cauſe maintain beacons, 
and buoys, at the entrance to this town, 
And if it ſhould ſo happen, that Scotch 
ſhips by ſtreſs of weather, ſhall be forced 
to promile to pilots whatever they may aſk 
to bring them in, the ſhip-maſters ſhall 
not be bound to pay whatever they have 
promiſed, but the magiſtrates ſhall modify 

the ſame as is juſt and reaſonable. 
. * 4. That the nation may be well ac. 
commodated with a place in the harbour, 
the magiſtrates grant them the whole key, 
which they uſe at preſent, viz. from the 
great bridge to the houfe called the Ele- 
phant. And if the Scotch ſhips ſhould be 
fo numerous, that the ſaid place could not. 
contain them, they ſhall be fo accom- 
modated as is fitting, by the Haven maſter's 
ordering all other ſhips to make way, that 
there be no abuſe by the rudeneſs of the 
ſailors. And the magiſtrates. ſhall take 
ſuch meaſures, that the ſaid nation ſhall 
have no cauſe to complain ;. and the faid 
ſhoremaſter ſhall be obliged to keep the 
foreſaid part of the harbour, clean and 
empty; 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


empty, that they may more conveniently 


load and unload their veſſels, without any 


moleſtation. And alſo to take care, that 
upon going out or coming in of the ſaid 
ſhips, the harbour ſhall be A open 


and unmoleſted. 
* 5. The merchants who come here 


ſhall be well ſerved, with porters and other 


labourers, and likewiſe cellars and pack- 


houſes, at reaſonable rates: and there 
ſhall be faxed prices in proper form adjuſ- 
ted by the Commiſſioners, the Conſervator, 


and the deputy of the magiſtrates of this 
town, for the wages of theſe porters; a 
copy whereof ſhall be delivered to the 
Commiſſioners and the Conſervator; and 
the ſaid porters ſhall be obliged to con- 
form themſelves inviolably thereto. And 
likewiſe that the merchant goods ſhall be 


taken off the key in winter before three 


o'clock in the afternoon, and in ſummer 
before ſix o'clock in the evening. 


0. The magiſtrates Of the town call 


chuſe one or two honeſt men, who in 


preſence of the Conſervator ſhall take an 


oath to meaſure by ell, all the cloth ho- 


neſtly 4 
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9" iron weights here as at Midleburgh, 


mon, payable by neighbours or ſtrangers 


"ks © gree to give them up, as they hereby 


ſaid nation, the ſaid colleQor ſhall be o- 


tom ſhall be paid according to the old 


Fe to the Conſervator, 


Of. the Scorch TRADE 


neſtly; and oblige themſelves to keep the 


7. Concerning the duties formerly 
put upon ſkins, leather plaidens, and ſal- 


bringing them to this town, the magiſ- 


do, and ſhall not at any time > hereafter lay 
them on again. 

* 8. If any queſtion ariſe, between the 
collector of the cuſtoms and any of the 


bliged to inſtitute and purſue his action 
before the magiſtrates of this town, who 
Mall take care that none of the ſaid nation 
ſhall be impoſed upon, but that the cul: 


liſts; an Extract whereof mall be dell: 


9. And if any other diſpute, civil. of 
criminal action ſhall ariſe between any of 
the ſaid nation with any ſubje&s here 
(avecg. les ſubjects depar deca), the Conſer- 
vator or his deputy ſhall be called in the 
ſame manner as in a diſpute with the re- 
ceiver of the cuſioms, not only to — 

ana 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


and attend the debates, if he ſhall think 
proper, but likewiſe to alledge whatever 
he ſhall judge ſuitable, in defence of the 
Scotchman's cauſe, before the ſaid judge 
ſhall proceed to pronounce a definitive ſen- 
tence. And if any perſon of the ſaid na- 
tion, ſhall quarrel or enter into a civil or 
criminal proceſs amongſt themſelves, the 
cauſe ſhail he judged and determined by a 
definitive ſentence of the Conſervator and 
his aſſeſſors, without the intermedling of 
any judge or magiſtrate of this town there- 
hs according to antient cuſtom. 

* 10. If any one of the Scotch nation, 
thinks himſelf aggrieyed by a ſentence of 
the magiſtracy, it ſhall be free and per- 
mitted to him to appeal, omiſſo medio, to 
thegrand Council of Holland, as the burgh- 
ers of this town may do. And the ſen- 
tence given in favour of the Scots ſhall 
be immediately execute, according to the 
Privileges of this city, and the laws and 
ordinances of the country, with refpect to 
juſtice, And in caſe any of the faid na- 
tion has any cauſe depending before the 


council of Zealand, the admiralty, or the 
council 
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council of the town of Midleburgh, either 
for retarding their ſhips or confiſcating 
their goods, or where the paſport on tranf- 
port goods has been found illegal (ou le 
convoy dune marchandiſe, renvoye par 
deca eſtant trouvee deſloyale) the ſaid ma- 


giſtrate ſhall aſſiſt him with their penſion- 


ary, or any other of their council, ſo that 


the nation may be well uſed, and favour- 


ed equally with their own burghers. 
*« 11. Likewiſe the ſaid nation ſhall be 


provided with a good houſe, which ſhall 
ſerve them as a publick houſe, at the ex- 


pence of the town, where all merchants and 
mariners coming from Scotland may lodge, 


or at leaſt may accommodate them at din- 
ner, ſupper, or otherwiſe; and the faid 


houſe, with the Scotch ſhips, ſhall be ex- 
empted from all pachts upon wine, beer, 


either ſtrong or ſmall, and in ſuch quanti- 


ty as either the ſaid houſe, or the ſhips 


ſhall have occafion for. 


* 12. It being always underſtood, that 


if the houſe ſhall not be large enough, ©: 


the number of the people too great that 


they cannot all lodge there, or that ſome 
ol 
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" of them go and lodge with the factors, the 
| magiſtrates of the town, ſhall take care to 
cnlarge the ſaid houſe ſufficiently, or fail- 
ing therein another houſe ſhall be allow- 
ed at the expence of the {aid nation, to re- 
ceive their merchants and ſailors ; which 

= houſe ſhall have the ſame privileges, and 

be under the ſame regulations as the other 
publick houſe. 
13. And in order to prevent all d 
which may be committed to the prejudice 
of the town s revenues, it ſhall not be per- 
mitted to the maſter of the ſaid publick 
houſe, nor to any other of the ſaid nation, 
to ſell any beer or wine, to burghers or any 
others, not being of the ſaid nation, neither 
in wholeſale or retail, either to be con- 
ſumed without or within the ſaid houſe, 
upon pain of being puniſhed according to 
the laws of the country. As likewiſe, our 
burghers in the ſame manner, ſhall not be 
allowed to fell any beer or wine, to thoſe 
of the ſaid nation, even to be conſumed 
out of the ſaid houſe, except in caſes of ne- 
cellity, under the ſame penalties. 
14. And in caſe a merchant invites a- 
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pay any houſe hire, nor be obliged to 
make any reparation, except in things that 
may be broke or damaged within the houſe. 


dom of their wine and beer, whether 
ſtrong, or ſmall, only for their own fa- 


in _ town according to antient cuſtom. 
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ny, not being of the ſaid nation, to dinner 
or ſupper, it ſhall be permitted and allow- 
ed if the ſaid merchant pays the expence. 

* 15. The ſaid publick houſe ſhall not 


And the ſaid publick houſe, the church, 
and the miniſter's houſe, ſhall be ready a- 
gainſt the month of May next. 

*16. And likewiſe all the Scotch factors 
ſhall have the fame exemption and free- 


milies and their own real conſumption. 

17. The Scotch merchants ſhall not 
make their markets or bargains with the 
merchants here, or from other places, nei- 
ther in the Scotch publick houſe, nor in 
their own houſes, but in the publick houſes 


* 18. Neither the maſter of the Scotch 
ns nor the Scotch factors, ſhall be 0- 
bliged to keep watch and ward, or to 
any other perſonal ſervice, or to lodge fol- 


diers or any belonging to the army. 
* 9+ There 
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* 19. There ſhall be likewiſe a pri- 
ſon appointed in the town where the Con- 


ſervator or his Deputy may put thoſe who 


ſhall be confined by him, or to releaſe them 


when he ſhall think proper, without his 


being obliged to acknowledge the magiſ⸗ 
trates therein. 

« 20. There ſhall be likewiſe ap- 
pointed for tlie nation; a field, or place, out 
off the city, for tlieir diverſion (eſhat) and 
recreation : and it ſhall be permitted to 
them, viz. to the Conſervator and other 
merchants, factors, or people of rank, to 
uſe the croſs-bow, and to hunt thro' all 


the territories of Campvere, according to 
the laws and cuſtoms of the country, equa- 


108 W thoſe who are privileg'd. 
21. If Scotch ſhips, deſtin'd for this 


port, and load with ſtaple goods, happen 


to be rob'd or plunder'd by pirates, the 
magiſtrates if it is in their power, ſhall 
obtain quick and ſpeedy juſtice, for reco- 


vering the damage: and if theſe robbers 


are found to reſort within the juriſdiction 


of the United Provinces, the magiſtrates ſhall 


be obliged to give all aid and aſſiſtance 
E E . 
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to the injured, by their penſionary or any o- 
ther (his expence being borne by the town) 


in any town or place, in order to recover 
the goods or things plundered. 


22. And if by ſtreſs of weather or 


ctherwiſe, any ſhips as above, ſhall be 


in danger near this town, the magiſtrates 


ſhall be obliged to furniſh ſhi ps, men, 


ankers, cables, or other cordages to aſſiſt 
them if poſſible, - AL the magiſtrates ex- 


pence. But if there is a neceſſity of dif- 
charging any of the goods, the expence 
ſhall be laid upon them. And-if (which 


God forbid) the ſhip ſhould be loſt, the 
goods which are ſaved, ſhall pay all ex- 
pence, according tO the lavys and cuſtoms 
of the country, in the ſame manner as the 
goods belonging to the burghers of the 
town are obligel to pay. 
23. And that the nation may be bet⸗ 


ter ſerved and accommodated in tranſport- 


ing their goods from Midleburgh here, 


which in winter are ſometimes damaged 
by rain, the magiſtrates of the town ſhall 
cauſe build two or three (or more if ne- 


ceſſary) lighters, flat, covered, light a- 
bove 
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bove and below, furniſhed with men, and 
other neceſſaries, for performing their du- 
ty, and as large as the bridges upon the 
paſſage will ſuffer to paſs: Of which theſe 
of the nation can always ſerve themſclves, 
according to the time and ſeaſon of the 
year, at the price which ſhall be appoint- 
ed by the commiſſaries and deputies of this 
city: and ſhall paſs by water, or along 
the canal, carrying as much as is practica- 
ble: and for unloading the faid lighters, 
there ſhall be put up, and kept a ſmall in- 
cloſure, at the place where the ſaid ligh- 
ters arrive (ſeranies un petit craveau au 
bord on les duſdicts batteaux arrivent) 
and the ſaid place ſhall be kept clean, and 
for the greater conveniencey thereof, the 
magiſtrates of the town ſhall cauſe a roof, 
or covering of wood, to be put upon it, 
that the merchan: goods may not be ſpoilt 
by rain. 

4. The aid ma agiſtrates ſhall hold 
the Scotch nation free of all duty of convoy 
upon ſtaple goods, coming from Scotland 
to this town ; and if it ſhould happen to be 
propoſed to lay any new duty upon theſe 

goods, 
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7612 goods, wherever the Engliſh ſhall be 
found exempted. at Midleburgh, the ſaid - 
magiſtrates ſhall be obliged in the fame 
manner, to keep the ſaid nation free here. 
— 5. And further, in teſtimony of 
the friendſhip the magiſtrates have for 

the Scotch nation, the ſaid nation ſhall 
have all immunities, privileges, and ex- 
emptions, which the Engliſh enjoy at pre- 
ſent in Midleburgh, or which they may 
enjoy in tune to come, providing this 
town ſhall have it in their power to grant 
or procure the ſame, 

26. And for as much as the mere 
chants are ſometimes deceived and impoſed 
upon, by their factors, or their heirs: the 
faid magiſtrates promiſe, that at the requeſt 
of the Conſervator or his deputy, when 
occaſion requires, or when it is found ne- 
ceſſary, they {hall take an inventory of all 

the goods of the defunct, in gold, ſilver, 
accompts, ſchedules, bonds, and merchan- 
diſes; or if living, but ſuſpected of bank- 
ruptcy, that his creditors may have juſtice 
and equity done them, according to the f 
Jays of this country, and this town; al- 
8 always 
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ways underſtanding, that if merchant goods 
be found in the houſe of the defunct, be- 


longing to merchants in Scotland, free, 


not ſold, or arreſted, upon which neither 


merchant nor factor has any pretence, in 


that caſe it ſhall be permitted the pro- 
prietor to retire his own goods or merchan- 


diſe. 


« 27. And if in caſe (which may God 


always forbid) that on account of any 
commotion, inteſtine, war or otherwiſe, 


the ſaid nation cannot traffick in, or fre- 


quent this place with freedom and ſafety, 


E they ſhall have the liberty to tranſport 


themſelves, with their goods and effects, 
and whatever belongs to them. And to 


| this end, the ſaid magiſtrates ſhall give 


them all aſſiſtance, aid and favour, and 


provide them with ſhips, or any thing 


eſired by them, at reaſonable rates, pro- 
viding that before hand, they ſhall pay 
any debts they may be owing in the 
town. 


28. Finally, The burgomaſters, ſchepens, 
and counſellors promiſe, that if they ſhall 
be acquainted, or advertiſed by the — 5 
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ty of the burroughs of the kingdom of 


Scotland, or the Conſervator, or his de- 


puty, of any thing which may be for the 
good of the nation, they ſhall do all in 


their power, with the ſtates general, the 


Rates of Zealand, or the admiralty, to 
obtain it if poſſible, in order to make the 
nation ſenſible of their good will and 
friendſhip towards them. 


% And with regard to all theſe points 


and articles, which the magiſtrates of this 
town promiſe to maintain and obſerve, to 


cauſe to be maintained and obſerved invio- 


lably, The foreſaid commiſſioners and 
Conſervator, in name of the burroughs 


of Scotland, have promiſed, as they here- 


by promiſe, by their ſignature, that orders 


ſhall be immediately given, and it ſhall be 


prohibited, that any ſhip of their ſtaple, ſhall 
go to any other place or harbour in the 
Low Countries, but to the town of Camp- 


yere only; and that no ſtaple goods ſhall 
be carried any where elſe, and to puniſh. 
thoſe rigorouſly who ſhall contraveene. 


And the ſaid commiſſioners aſſure the ma- 


giſtrates, 
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giſtrates, that ſo long as the antient friend- 

{hip and affection ſhall continue, during 

the pleaſure of the deputy of the burroughs 

of the kingdom of Scotland, and confiſ-, 
8 tently with the intereſt of the nation, they 
| ſhall cauſe frequent, and keep the ſaid 
| port of this town, with their ſtaple goods. 

And the Marquis, and magiſtrates of the 

fad town, ſhall take the ſaid nation under 
| their ſafe guard and protection. 


In confirmation and teſtimony where - 


| of, we commiſſioners and Conſervator 
foreſaid, in name of the burroughs of 
W the kingdom of Scotland, and We depu- 
| ties from his excellency the Marquis of 


| this city, ſign this preſent contract, in 
che city of Campvere, the 19th day of 


| November, the year of God 1612. 
Signed and ſcaled, with the great 
{cal of the city. 


, © Subſcribed D. Aikenhead, G. Gond- 


man, R. Denniſton, De Malderee, De 


Mauregnault, Hans van Eſſen, G. Apollo- 
y, E. Pottey.“ 
Altho' there are many articles in former 
agreements between the Scotch merchants, 
and 
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and the town of Campvere, yet ſeveral of 
the above are either new, or otherwiſz 


_ expreſſed than afterwards; I ſhall only 


TY 55 


point them out, without repeating them 
again: ſuch are, the 2, 9, 23, 24, and Ch 


There is no fixed time, or any number 
of years mentioned for the continuance of 


the contract. The burroughs ſeem to 


have kept this in their own hands, by the 
words they uſe in the concluſion. 
We ſhould have had, no doubt, x 


more particular and circumſtantial account 


of the ſtate of the Scotch trade, after the 


ratifying' of this contract, but the court 
regiſters for a conſiderable time following 
are wanting; they were probably ſent to 


e he where perhaps they are ſtill to 


found. 
This may be 1 the moſt flow- 
riſhing period of the ſtaple trade. The 


Scotch nation, ſays Smallegange, «;nerea(- 
es there daily, and ſelling their goods to 


the beſt advantage, they grow richer, and 
more flouriſhing ; Campvere on the other 


hand, loſes notaing by the bargain, for 


all the goods brought by the Scotch mer- 
chants 


in the NETHERLANDS. ".., ws 
chants to Campvere, cannot be tranſport= * 
ed, but muſt be fold within the town.” 
From hence may be dated the viſible and 
ſudden decay of the town of Bruges, for- 
merly deſerted by the Engliſh, and now 
entirely forſaken by the Scots. The royal 
burroughs took great care, that none ſhould 
enjoy the privileges of the ftaple, except 
they profeſſed the religion eſtabliſhed by 15626. 
law. A Scotch miniſter being ſettled in 
Campvere, the whole factors reſident there, 
are ordered to attend the church, under 
the penalty of five ſhillings Fl. (30 it.) 
for every time they are abſent; and the 
Conſervator by an act of the burroughs, 
was obliged to be a member, and an elder 
ol the church, and ſhould always be ſo in 
time coming. 
The trade went on and flouriſhed for Conf, Reg, 
many years, more than ever it had done bs 
before, or ſince. The merchants at home, 
and the ſactors abroad, had an opportunity 
both of ſhewing their zeal, and the power 
of their credit, when the affairs of Great 
Britain were throws into the utmoſt diſor- 
der and confuſion, by diſputes and quarrels 
R relating 
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relating to church and ſtate, which threy 
the nation into a violent ferment, and at 
length burſt out into an open and civil 
war, between Charles I. and his ſub- 


jects. As moſt, if not all, the merchants 
in Campvere, were of different principles 


from the King, as to civil or eccle- 
ſiaſtical government, they became more 
readily firm friends to the oppoſition made 
to his meaſures in Scotland. An account 


of which is not here neceſſarily required; 


and beſides, would be entirely needleſs, as 
the hiſtory of theſe times is known to all 
the world. 

I ſhall only obſerve, that as ; the doctrines 
of religion and diſcipline of the church 


became deeply engaged in. theſe differences 


between the King and the ſubjects, as well 


as the oppolite views parties had of the 


rules and meaſures, and even the princi- 
ples of civil government; as theſe diſſen- 
tions became more and more furious and 
irreconcileable, the oppoſite parties de- 


ſired to recommend themſelves to the 


good opinion and approbation of their 


friends abroad, borleeing that in a ſhort | 
time 
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time things would be carried to the ex- 2638. 
tremity of obliging them to apply where- 
ever they might find afliſtance. 

It is thiitfore not ſurpriſing, that the 
Scotch people in Campvere ſhould concern 
themſelves for the ſituation the country 
was in, and join with that party whoſe 
principles and meaſures they approved of. 
The firſt inſtance I. find of the Scotch peo- 
ple in Campvere, taking a hearty ſhare in 
theſe diſputes and differences at home, is 
a reſolution of the miniſter and the reſt of 
the members of the ſeſſion or conſiſtory, 
concerning the appointing a day of publick 
faſting and prayer, according to the ex- 
ample given them by all the churches at 
home. However they found ſome difficulty 
in ordering a fixed day, to be kept by their 
own authority. Mr. Patrick Drummond, 
the Conſervator, was by no means ſo 
hearty in an affair of this kind, as the 
reſt of the members. I ſhall make 
the following extract from the confiſtory 
regiſter of their deliberation, and reſoluti- 


ON as to what they thought a matter of 
ES the 
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the greateſt moment and importance, Hows 
ever trifling it may appear to us now, it 
ſhews the ſpirit of thoſe times, and is 
likewiſe connected with what follows, 
which may be thought of greater conie- 
quence : it 1s dated the 19th September, 
1638, in theſe words: | 

At which time the propoſal concern- 
ing a publick faſt, was reſumed, de novo, 
all the ſeſſion being preſet, none excep- 


ted, and with one joint voice, all did 
acknowledge, that we had moſt neceſſary 


cauſe of faſting and praying, ſince that 
fire of diſſention within the kingdom of 
Scotland was like to grow more and more. 
Being obliged to that duty, both by reaſon 
of the communion of ſaints, and by the 
particular intereſt we all of us had, in the 


 wellfare and woe of our native country 


and mother church. But becauſe the 


times were ſuch, whawin the beſt actions 
would be made obnoxious to ſlander, 


therefore it was reſolved to delay the in- 


dictment of the faſt, until we had re- 


ceived ſome anſwer from the Lords of the 


King's Majeſty's moſt honourable privy 


council, 
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council, to whom now we are conftrained 


to have our recourſe, for authority to in- 


dite a faſt at this time, whereby our car- 
riage might be more free from unjuſt im- 
putation ; becauſe our ordinary judge, my 
Lord Conſervator, did ſolemnly declare, 


that it was without the reach of his power 
to do it, except he was authoriſed by 


higher power ; wherefore it was thought 
fit a ſypplication ſhould be drawn up, and 
ſubſcribed by all the ſeſſion, in name 
of the whole congregation, to be preſented 


to the foreſaid Lords of Council, org 


this church might now be authoriſed, 


this moſt fearful and dangerous time, to 
indite a publick faſt; and withal, that 


the Lords would be pleaſed to give us ſome 


direction, what to do in like caſes follow- 
ing. My Lord Conſervator, though he 


ſubſcribed not the ſuplication, yet pro- 
miſed moſt earneſtly t to recommend our 
Juſt ſuit.” 

The Scotch church of Campvere was 
not as yet annexed to the church of Scot- 


land, otherwiſe they would naturally have 


applied to the general aſſembly. And it is 
probable 
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probable that Mr. Drummond declined 


ſubſcribing this requeſt to the Lords of 


Council, as he had reaſon to believe, that 
ſuch a day of faſting and prayer would 
by no means promote the King's N 
in Scotland. 
The publick diſorder and confiiicn' in- 
creaſed; hatred and diſcord of parties and 
factions againſt each other, ſoon overſpread | 
both kingdoms; few people in ſuch caſes 
continue neutral, or indifferent ſpectators, 
eſpecially as in that time they were per- 
ſuaded, that religion, civil government, 
their liberties and privileges as men, the 


peace and proſperity of the nation in ge- 


neral, and in a word whatever was dear 


to them, as individuals or members of ſo- 


ciety, was now at ſtake. Such were the 
ſentiments and feelings of almoſt all per- 
ſons of whatever rank or fituation in 


Britain; the merchants in Campvere, no 


more than others, could remain uncon- 
cerned and unactive, when they thought 
and reflected upon the deplorable ſtate of 
their native country, in this dangerous and 


critical period, Being of the a 


principles 
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principles of the church of Scotland, it 
may well be thought, they were not of 
the opinion or number of thoſe, who 
found no fault with Charles's meaſures, 
whatever pains he had taken to juſtify, 
them, by his large declaration now made 
publick ; wherein amongſt other things 


he ſtrenuouſly contended for, and laboured 
to juſtify one of the chief points of his 


attentions which was to introduce a liturgy 
or common prayer book, into the religi- 


ous worſhip and ſervice of the church -of 


Scotland. It is well known what harm 
this raſh ſtep did the King at that time; 


it was looked upon as a tyrannical impoſi- 


tion, and was in all reſpects extremely 


unſeaſonable, being entirely oppoſite to, 
and inconſiſtent with the genius, diſpoſi- 


tion, and fixed principles of the clergy, 
and laity, a few excepted, of the whole 


kingdom of Scotland. The merchants in 
Campvere, being of the ſame temper and 
perſuaſion, were eaſily prevailed upon to 
enter into, and keep a correſpondence with 
the diſcontented at home, 


There 
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There was none more active among 
them, than Thomas Cuningham, then 
factor and merchant in Campvere. He 


was a man of wealth and credit, and in 


the taſte of theſe times, of ſome i ingenuity: 
he entered with great keeneſs and zeil, 
into the views of the meetings of the no- 
bility, gentry, clergy and burgeſſes at 
Edinburgh, called the Tables, againſt 


the deſigns of the King, and court party; 


wanting to eſtabliſh the royal power and 
epiſcopal government in Scotland. Cun- 
ingham, to manifeſt his hearty: concern for 
the common cauſe, and influence others 
with the ſame ſpirit, cauſed a copper plate 


to be engraved and caft off, ſomething in 
the conceit of what mathematicians call 


a magical ſquare, as it may be read ho- 
rizontally, perpendicularly and diagonally, 
containing ſentences as ſtrictures upon the 
ftate of civil and religious affairs, as he 
viewed them at that time; which no 
doubt coſt him a world of labour. What- 
ever would be thought of ſuch a piece of 


dexterity now, it was , then looked upon 
as a very ingenious and artful contrivance. 


This 
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This curious and elaborate plate of 
copper was called the Thi/zle's Banner. It 
expreſſes a great regard for the King, but 
at the ſame time, which probably would 
not be thought any compliment paid him, 


a great deteſtation of popery, prelacy and 
arbitrary power. The author cauſed 200 


copies to be thrown off on white ſatin, 
and 1800 on paper, which he ſent gratis 
to his friends in Scotland and elſewhere. 
A device of this kind required no magic (if 
I may be allowed to ſay ſo) to explain by 
it, his principles of church and ſtate; and 
whatever merit it might have intrinſically, 
was a good introduction to a correſpon- 
dence with thoſe who managed the Tavdles 


at Edinburgh: and being a man of great 


credit abroad, they ſoon found out the ſer- 
vice he might do them. Accordingly he 


received letters from many perſons of diſ— 
tinction, whereby they made him their 


agent and chief confident. He has kept a 


very exact account of his commiſſions from 


Scotland; which engaged him to advance 
for his correſpondents there, on his own 


credit and that of his friends in Zealand, 
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in value for ſums of money that are really | 


ſurpriſing. He has given a very diſtin& 


and particular narrative of his commiſſions, 
and other incidents, from the year 1640 to 
1654, in a Mis. Memorial, which he calls 
a Quyotidian Journal. 


It may always be expected when pub- 


lick animoſities and political diſſentions 


run bigb, perſons within their reach ſoon 
feel the effects of them. The firſt who 
ſuffered for his indifference of what 


Was reckoned the common caufe, by the 
merchants and factors at Campvere, or 
probably being reckoned too warm a 
friend to the other fide of the queſtion; 


was Sir Patrick Drummond (now knight- 


ed) the Conſervator. The ſtates and royal 


burroughs fur his conduct, and diſcharg- 
ing the duties of his office, or rather neg= 


lecting them, found great fault with him; 


and accordingly by letters to Cuningham, 
and the factors, dated the 8th of July, he 
was ſuſpended, and diſcharged from up- 
lifting. the dues, and penſions, from the 
town of Campvere : but in the month of 
October following, he met with a greater 

mor- 
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mortification from the committee of the 
eſtates of Parliament, by a ſentence of de- 
privation and depolition. The ſentence 1s 
to be found in the Quotidian Journal, 

full length, conſiſting of many repetitions, 
but may be reduced to the following arti- 
cles of accuſation againſt him: iſt. That 
he frequently abſented himſelf from Camp- 
vere, without giving any notice of his ab- 
ſence to the burrough or. borroughs of 


Edinburgh. 2d. In his abſence he named 


no deputy in his place. zd. He did not 
put the acts of ! in execution 
againſt unfree traders. 4th. That he had 
vilipended the borroughs, and refuſed to 
compear upon their citation, to anſwer 
to the complaints given in againſt him, 
zth. In ſuffering factors to ule trade 
and traffick in Scotland, and not putting 


the injunctions of the royal burroughs 


thereupon in execution. 
Sir Patrick was accordingly deprived, 
He had heen formerly ſummonc.d, but did 
not compear, wherefore he was depaſed 
from his office in his abſence. 
EL GEES The 
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The year following, Mr. Cuningham 


was appointed Conſervator 1n his place, 


by the burroughs, met a Linlithgow 1oth 
July ; but he could not obtain the King's 


conſent, who knew no doubt the ſecret 


motives of their reſentment againſt Sir Pa- 
trick Drummond. But Cuningham ne- 
glected no means he thought effectual to 
accompliſh his end; he employed his 
friend Sir David Cuningham, who pro— 
cured a letter of earneſt recommendation, 


ſigned by ſome of the leading lords in his 


favour, to his Majeſty, who was then at 


York. Ihe Prince Palatine and William 
Murray then of the bed chamber, intro- 
duced Sir David, who had a Commiſſion 
ready drawn, but had the mortification 
to meet with a very indifferent reception, 


The king aſked him, who had adviſed him 


to preſent ſuch a ſignature in favours of 


Thomas Cuningham ? Sir David anſwered 


ingenuouſly, that it was the Scotch Com- 
miſſioners at London, and the Prince Pa- 


latine and William Murray. The King 


replied, that the Prince was a fool, and 
William Murray a knave, and that the 
N {aid 
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ſaid Thomas Cuningham had done ſo 2642. 

much ſervice to his enemies againſt him, 

that he would rather give the place to the ms. p. 21. 

devil than to him. Such a diſſappoint- 

ment, accompanied with ſuch an expreſ- 

ſion, did not however determine Cu- 

ningham from applying himſelf with the 

utmoſt diligence and aſſiduity to ſerve his 

friends and correſpondents in Scotland, in 

whoſe views and intereſts he had very keen- 

ly engaged himſelf. He was entruſted with 

their Commiſſions, giving them uncom- 

mon proofs of his wiſhing well to their * 

| cauſe: he ſent them over upon his own 

credit, no leſs than ten thouſand ſtand of 

arms; nor did he neglect to ſupport the 

Proteſtants in Ireland, at this time in a x64, 

moſt deplorable fituation ; where he run 

the greater riſque of being reimburſed, as 

it was very uncertain how theſe bloody 

quarrels might end. The Committee of 

Eſtates in Scotland were ſo ſenſible of 

his earneſt zeal to ſerve them, and could 

ſo much depend upon his fidelity, that 

they empowered him, and John Houſton 
mer» 
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merchant in London, to borrow, on their 


credit, two hundred thouſand pounds ſter. 


ling, on the common intereſt, which at 
that time was no leſs than fix per cent. 


As the great ſervices and aſſiſtance 
of Mr. Cunningham and his friends in 


Zealand, were equally ſeaſonable and ac- 


ceptable to the Eſtates of Scotland, like- | 


wiſe the miniſter's activity, and his affcc- 


tion for the common cauſe, were no leſs 
taken notice of, and approved by the al 


ſembly of the church ; which being now 


met at Edinburgh, added great ſtrength to 
the party they chuſed to ſupport in this 
. buſy time, when all hands, clergy and 
laity, were employed in pulling down and 


building up. It is well known, how 


much the reſolutions of the general aſſem- 
bly confirmed and ſupported the views ot 
thoſe who were the chief managers of the 
oppoſition, to the King and Court Party. 


As it was at this time the Church of Scot- 
land received the miniſter of the Scotch 


church at Campvere as a member of the 


aſſembly, and bringing the ſaid church un- 


der their diſcipline and government, which 


has 
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bas continued ever ſince, with ſome few 
interruptions, I believe it will not 'be 


thought improper, to give ſome account. 


| of it on this occaſion. 


The miniſter received the following let- 


ler from the clerk of the general aſſembly, 
addreſſed, To the Reverend and well 
beloved Mr. William Spang, miniſter at 


Campvere 


Reverend and well- beloved, 

* Pleaſe you know, that mention being 

made of you and your congregation in our 
late general aſſembly, it was thought meet, 


by the unanimous conſent of the whole 


number, that you ſhould be invited to be 
| preſent, with one of your elders, having 

conmihon from your ſeſſion, at our gene- 
ral aſſemblies following, now and then, as 
commodiouſly ye may; for beſides the par- 
ticular reſpect, which you by your labori- 
bus and very worthy endeavours, in your 
publick writing for our common cauſe, 
and ſome of your flock, for their careful 
lervice to our publick, in our ſtraiteſt 
mes, do well deſerve at our hands, Wa 


con- 


Conf 
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conceive that your preſence may be he. 


hooffull, for that correſpondence, which 


our church intends, God willing to keep 


with our brethren abroad, more than we 
have been accuſtomed. 


Moreover, the aſſembly laid it upon 


your good friend Mr. Robert Baillie, to 


advertiſe, that you ſhould not fail to be 
preſent, with an elder, at our next meeting. 


And for your further aſſurance of your 
hearty welcome, behold herewith, under 


my hand, the extract of the act concern- 


ing your church; truſting therefore, that 


ye will be loath to deny us your preſence 


at our next meeting, I reſt your loving 


friend to ſerve you. 


Sic. ſub. Anh Johnſtone. 
Edinburgh, October 16, 1801. 


The publik writing for the common 
cauſe refers to a book publiſhed in Latin, 
by Mr. Spang, viz. © Rerum nuper in 
Regno Scotiæ geſtarum hiſtoria.” Printed 
at Dantzick 1641. 2 

There was accordingly an act of aſſem- 


bly paſſed, joining the Church of Camp- 


vere 
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vere to the Church of Scotland, as it is 
not very long; I ſhall here inſert it, this 
being the only inſtance of a foreign church 


annexed to it; not only under the ſame 
eccleſiaſtical government and diſcipline, 
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but permitted to be repreſented in their 


general aſſembly by the miniſter and an 


elder. The act is as follows: 


“Act anent the Kirk of Campvere. 
© The which day, a motion was made 
in the aſſembly, that it ſeemed expedient 
for correſpondence that might be had 
from foreign parts, for the weal of this 
kük, that the Scotch kirk at Campvere 
were joined to the kirk of Scotland, as a 
member thereof. Which being ſeriouſly 
thought upon and conſidered by the aſſem- 
bly, they approved the motion, and or- 
dained Mr. Robert Baillie, Miniſter at 
Cilminning, to write to Mr. William 
Spang, Miniſter at Campvere, and kirk 
ſeſſion thereof; willing them to ſend their 
Miniſter, and a -ruling Elder, inſtructed 
with a commiſſion to the next General Aſ- 
ſembly to be holden at St. Andrews the 
_ | # "WW lait 


Act. 
Aſſemb. | 
p. 110. 
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laſt Wedneſday of July, 1642; at which 
time they ſhould be inrolled in the books 
the General Aſſembly of Scotland, from 
the Scotch kirk at Campvere.” 

J ſhall likewiſe add, that the Miniſter's 


. ſtipend at this time was paid by the or- 


ders and direction of the royal bourroughs 
amounting to 1200 guilders yearly, now 
ordered to be paid quarterly; and likewiſe 
100 guilders to the reader. 

The Miniſter and his congregation con- 
tinued in their zeal for advancing and 


{trengthening the cauſe they had eſpouſed; 


and amongſt other proofs of it, they with 
a great deal of formality ſubſcribed the 


ſolemn league and covenant, which was 


then looked upon as a teſt the leaſt _ 
vocal of all others, of their affection t 


the Preſbyterian, and hearty oppoſition to 


the Prelatick government of the church, 


and the meaſures and ſteps taken by the 


King and his adherents. This Covenant 
Was publickly ſubſcribed at Camprere, the 


29th May, 1644. 
Thomas Cuningham, and his friends at 
Campvere, and in Zealand, abated nothing 


of their diligence, and ready afliftance, as 


the 
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the neceſſities and preſſing circumſtances 
of the ſtates in Scotland, and their de- 


mands upon them required. John, Lord 
Maitland, afterward Duke of Lauderdale, 
became a hearty friend to Cuningham, and 


at his defire and ſolicitation, joined with the 


favourable opinion perſons of diſtinction 
and influence had of him, he was made 
Agent for Scotland in the Netherlands: 
| the inſtructions relating to that office were 
ſent him, and accompanied with a pro- 


miſe from the eſtates of making him Con- 


ſervator ; which he ſoon found was not. 
made to him in vain, He obtained his 
commiſſion, | with an act of Parliament in 
his favour, dated 10th July, 1644. But 
the affairs of Scotland were then in ſuch 
a turbulent and unſettled fituation ; the 
differences and quarrels between the King 
and Parliament had come ſuch a length, 


that an a& of this kind was far e be- 


ing ſufficient to gain his approbation, the 


only effect to be expected from it was to 


make him an object of his diſpleaſure; ſo 
far therefore was his Majeſty from ratify- 
ing his commiſſion as Agent, that he wrote 
2 letter to the States General, complain- 


ing 
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preſented to their High Mightineſſes, but 


abſolutely declined, as unchriſtian and il- 


for their protection againſt his adverſary, 
in which he ſucceeded : not only ſo, but 


he at lenght obtained, in ample form, a 


from the Parliament, under the great ſeal, 
dated Auguſt 26th, 1647, in Latin, and 
received likewiſe an order, to uplift money 


in Scotland with immenſe ſums, yet he 
continued to ſerve them with his ordinary 


activity and ſucceſs, He had already ad- 


\ 
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ing of ſuch a ſtep taken by the Parliament, 
and recommends Sir Patrick Drummond, 
as the bearer of the letter, which was 


they returned the letter, and excuſed 
themſelves from meddling in queſtions of 
that kind, Drummand looking upon 
Cuningham, not only as his rival, but as his 
implacable enemy, challenged him to de- 
cide their quarrel by a duel, which he 


legal, but applied to the States General 
after ſeveral difficulties were got over, by 
the good offices of his friends in Scotland, 


commiſſion, as Conſervator and Agent 


upon the publick credit. Although he 
had already furniſhed his correſpondents 


vanced 
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vanced to the value of 6706351. 78. 11d. 7 
ſterling money. But while he was ven 
turing his credit, and employing all his 
application to anſwer their demands, he 
could not preyent the diſcouragement he —— 
met with, by a party which then prevail- 1 
ed, and made him feel the effects of their Hl 
reſentment againſt him; and to his great _ | 
diſcouragement, carried it fo far, that the „ _ 
commiſſion of his agency was recalled, | _ 
He was indeed allowed an annual penſion 

of 5:00 marks, about 300 J. ſtr, Yet 

he remarks, this ſym was far below the 
yearly profits he made as a merchant, 

which is a ſign that buſineſs muſt have 
brought him a conſiderable annual income, 

if we reflect upon the high value of money 

A hundred and twenty years ago. 

Cuningham's character was ſo well 
known to Charles II. that he was but 
indifferently received when he went to 
pay him his compliments at the Hague : he 
ſuceeded better by the good offices of his 
friends among the royal borroughs whereby 
his commiſſion and yearly ſalary were re- 


ſtored to him, and ſoon after he had the 
good 
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ib. 139. 


650. 
ib. 165. 


the King not only confirm'd his commiſ— 


VI. reign, concerning the power of no- 


which was renewed and carried to a great- | 
er length upon Sir Patrick Dan 


tion. 
it was alſo claimed by the royal burroughs. 


4 
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good fortune to be look'd upon by the King 
with a more favourable eye. To which no 
doubt an advance of 50,000 guilders by 
the Scotch merchants in Campvere, drawn 
from them partly by threats and partly by 
fair words, contributed not a little; but at 
any rate was a very ſeaſonable ſupply to 
Charles II. In conſequence of which, 


ſion, but likewiſe made him a Knight. He 
enjoyed that honour together with his 
office until his death in the year 165 5. 

He lived at a time when the Scotch 
trade in Campvere made a better figure, 
and was more coniiderable, than in any 
other period either before or ſince. There 
had been ſome diſpute in King James the 


minating, or giving a commiſſion to a 
Conſervator, in caſe of death or vacancy, 
deprivation, and Mr. Cuningham's elec- 


This right was claimed by the King; 


Altho' this controverſy has now been long 
at 
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at an end, yet what has been urged upon . 
both ſides of this queſtion may be found “. Res. 
in the court regiſter, but is no more con- 
troverted, his Majeſty's commiſſion being 
never diſputed. 
From the death of Sir Tho. Cuningham 
to the reſtoration of Charles II. there 
was no Conſervator appointed, owing no 
doubt to the ſtate of affairs in Great Bri- 
tain and the Low Countries; altho' the 
merchants. ſeem to have carried on their 
trade in this interval with fafry and ſuc- 
ceſs. But after the King was returned to 
England, and other matters of the higheſt 
moment, which required the firſt and prin- 
cipal attention, were ſettled, a Conſerva- 
tor to the ſtaple court was thought of, and 
the King's commiſſion given to Sir William 
Daviſon, dated the 28th November, 1661. 
He Is called Sir William Daviſon, Baronet, 
one of his Majeſty's moſt honourable pri- 
vy Chamber, Conſervater of the priveleges 
of the merchants of Scotland in the Ne- 8 BO. 
therlands, his Majeſty's Reſident for all 
affairs of the ſaid kingdom, in the 17 
Provinces. But it is to be remarked, that 


he 


F, Init, 
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he i is called ſucceſſor to Sir P; Drummond, 
whereby Sir Thomas Cuningham's office 
and commiſſion, are in effect diſowned, or 
at leaſt overlooked. To all theſe titles 
above mentioned, he was the year follow- 
ing made knight of Nova Scotia, and the 
King's agent for the affairs of England and 
Ireland. 
As it was natural for Sir William to be 
ſenſible of ſo many honours and offices 


conferred upon him, he did not fail upon 
all occafions to publiſh how much he was 


intrufted, and in how many different 
characters, by his Sovereign. His agency 
for Engliſh and Iriſh affairs obliged him 


to live ſometimes at Amſterdam, where he 


ſoon found that all his poſts and dignitics 
could not ſkreen hin from diſappointment | 
and vexation. While he retided in that 


city he was brought into a very difagreable 


affair, by refuſing to pay, with the reſt of the 
inhabitants, two per cent. upon his effects. 


He pretended to be excuſed, by virtue of the 


King's commiſſion, whereby he was ap- 
pointed his Majeſty's agent; but there was 


ſo little regard paid to this excuſe, that 
he 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


he was threatened upon longer delay, with 


unhinging the door of his houſe. He made 
great complaints. But it is to be regret- 
ted, that upon ſuch a ſingular incident he 
has not recorded what was the conſequence 
of it, or how far he ſucceeded. 

He was likewiſe much embarraſſed by 
the way and manner he took to manage 
and conduct the exerciſe of his office. As 


he was a favourite at court, he brought 


over with him a ſet of principles, both of 
church and ſtate, which did by no means 
quadrate with the ſentiments and profeſ- 
ſion of the merchants and factors. There 
aroſe likewiſe a quarrel between him and 
the miniſter (altho' of the epiſcopal per- 
ſuiſion, being ſettled at Campvere in the 
year 1690) about his prerogatives, extent 
of his juriſdiction, and other things; 
which are to be found recorded by his 
uder in the court regiſter; which I am 
_ perſuaded will convince an impartial read- 


er, that neither the one nor the other 


were overloaded with humility and pru- 


dence. However, upon Sir William's ap- 


Plication to Archbiſhop Sharp, Mr, Mow= 
11 bray, 


Conf. Rez, 
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bray the miniſter, was' tranſlated to a liv- 
ing in his own country. 

The miſunderſtanding between him and 
the factors encreaſed. At this time, the 
diſputes about preſbytery and epiſcopacy 
run high. However indifferent people may 
be now, about theſe principles and tenets, 


which diſtinguiſh the one eccleſiaſtical diſ- 
eipline from the other, and look upon 


them rather as clerical conteſts, than os 
any eſſential connexion with the invari— 
able principles of religion and morality, 
yet in theſe times, we mult allow that 


they were much more intereſting than at 
preſent we may be apt to think; conſider- 


ing they were looked upon not only as in- 


diſpenſibly connected with what was moſt 


ſacred, but as likewiſe including the funda- 
mental principles of civil liberty; and 
conſidering how much the former Conſer- 
vators, merchants, and factors, had en- 
gaged their credit, had taken the cove- 


nant, and openly profeſſed themſelves 


hearty and zealous preſbyterians, we need 
not be. much ſurpriſed, that the principles 


Sir William brought along with him, and 


endeayourcd 
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endeavoured upon all occaſions to incul- 


Scotch people ſettled at Campvere. And 
it muſt be owned, he did not take the moſt 
prudent meaſures to reconcile them to 
him. He became indifferent, and at length 
an enemy tO the {taple port; the conſe- 
quence of which was, that they in Zealand, 
and thoſe who retired to Rotterdam, and 
found a favourable and ſafe Aſylum a- 
gainſt the ſhocking and barbarous per- 
ſecution of the preſbyterians in Scot- 


that perſuaſion fled, and were kindly pro- 
tected, gave them daily a more unfavour- 
able opinion of the Conlervator. On this 
account he met with many contradictions ; 
and finding himſelf in that diſagreeable 
ſituation, he formed the reſolution of de- 
priving the Scotch merchants at Campvere 
of the benefit of their ſtaple trade altoge- 
ther. It is on this account, that theſe 
particulars relating to Sir William, are 


them by altogether ; but as they brought 
about one of the moſt remarkable changes 


cate, were extremely difagreeable to the 


land, where their friends, and many of 


mentioned, otherwiſe I ſhould have paſſed 


of 
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Vid. Rapin. 


2. 652. 


of the ſtaple port, I flatter myſelf EV 
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I have ſaid, upon the grounds and cauſes 
of this remarkable event, will not be 
eſteemed improper. 8 


The Conſervator therefore, formed a re- 


ſolution, of removing the ſtaple port from 
Zealand to another place, where he might 
meet with more encouragement and reſ- 


pet; wherefore, he very willingly a- 

greed to the offers made him from the 

town of Dort, in Holland. 
The two brothers, John and Cornelius 


De Witt, well known in the hiſtory of 


the Republick, exerted themſelves in this 
affair, as being perſuaded it would be 
both an honour and an advantage to their 
town, The treaty of Breda, the triple al- 
liance, and the peace at Aix la Chapelle, 


concluded the. 2d of May, this year, ſeem- 


ed to promiſe a long and uninterrupted 


friendſhip between the two countries. The 
King's conſent however behoved to be ob, 


tained, and deputies to be ſent with proper 
commiſſions from the royal burroughs. 
Sir William Daviſon, ſoon procured both, 


He wrcte to the court of London, to have 


the 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


the King's permiſſion and authority, to 
conclude this contract with the town of 
Dort, to which he had the following an- 
{wer from his majeſty: 


„ Charles Rex, 

Truſty and well beloved, we | greet 
you well; we have received a particular 
account of the articles agreed upon by 
you, with the town of Dort, concerning 


the ſettling of the Scotch ſtaple in that 


town; as alſo of theſe articles, which the 
' magiſtrates of Tervere are willing to grant 


for continuing the ſtaple there; and hav- 


ing conſidered them altogether for the rea- 
ſons you give, for ſettling it at Dort, 


and being willing to countenance the trade 
of our antient kingdom of Scotland, and 
to give our royal aſſent to what ſeems moſt 


advantageous for the ſame, therefore we 
do, by theſe preſents, authoriſe you to ſign 
theſe articles with the town of Dort, of 
which you ſent a copy to our ſecretary. 
By which you are to remove the Scottiſh 
ſtaple from Tervere to Dort, and to ſettle 
it there, and ſo we bid you heartily fare- 
well. 
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well. Given at our court at Bagſhot, the 


7th day of September 1668, and of our 
reign, the 2oth year, 
By his majeſty's command, 


(ſubſcribed) Lauderdale,” 


Altho' this contract is the largeſt and 
fulleſt of any made either before or ſince, 
wherein are many articles to be found 


the ſame with thoſe in former times, and 


theſe ſubſiſting at preſent, yet there being 
ſeverals peculiar to this contract, or diffe- 


rently expreſſed from theſe ſince concluded 
between the royal burroughs and Camp- 


vere, 1 have copied it from beginning to 


end; my view being to lay them all before 
the reader, that upon any renewing of 


the contract, thoſe particularly concerned, 


or who may be employed therein, may 


have an opportunity of comparing them 
together, and making a proper uſe of them, 


to the ad vantage of the ſtaple port. 


* To all perſons of what quality or 
condition ſoever, who ſhall ſee theſe pre- 


ſents, or hear them read, We burgomal- 


ters, and antient counſellors of the city 


ol 
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of Dort, make known and certify, that we 
by our deputy, the worſhipful John Hal- 
lings, ruling burgomaſter, Adrian van 
Bleyenbergh, L. of Naeltwyck, Jacob van 
Beveren, L. of Swyndraught, Cornelius 
de Witt, Ruart of the land of Putten, old 
burgomaſter, likewiſe L. Dirk Damert, 

Alwyn of Alwyn, John De Witt, John 
van Neurinburgh, Nicolas Stoop, Pom- 
peius Berk, Corn. Pompe, Van Neder- 
voort, L. of Hendrik, Iden Ambacht, 


Will. Langley, and Criſpin van Outgaer- 


den, of the old council. Together with 
the worſhipful Lords, Walter Chieſly, of 


Delry, Alexander Sandilands, Provoſt of 


Edinburgh, Patrick Threpland, Provoſt 


of Perth, deputy of the royal burroughs 


of Scotland, together with the worſhipful 
dir William Davidſon, Knight Baronet, 
&c. reſident of his majeſty of Great Bri- 
tain, and Lord Conſervator of. the privi- 


leges of the Scotch nation in the Nether- 


lands, furniſhed with ſpecial and full au- 
thority, by commiſſion granted by the ſaid 
royal burroughs, and to be corroborated 


by the approbation of his ſaid Royal Ma- 
Jeſty 
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jeſty of Great Britain, the contents 


' Whereof are hereto annexed word for 


word, concerning certain ordinances and 


ſtatutes, uſeful and neceſſary for the traf- 1 
fick, commerce, and reſidence of the 


Scotch ſtaple court within this city. And 


that we in conſequence thereof, are ab- 


ſolutely agreed, both in the manner and 
form of the following articles : and 


therefore we have granted, given, and pro- 
miſed to the faid Sc. St. ſubjects, of 
the kingdom of Great Britain, who now, 
or for the future, ſhall perſonally reſide 


__ 1 within this city, as follows: 
* Imprimis, It is mutually apreed, 


_r we the burgomaſters, and magiftrates 


of this city of Dort, do promiſe, that for 


the preſervation and ſecurity of a nearer 
alliance and friendſhip, which by the pro- 
vidence of God is now made betwixt his 
moſt ſacred Majeſty of Great Britain, and 


the high and mighty Lords of the States 
General of the United Netherlands, and 
the laſting fruition and enjoyment of the 


ſweet fruits of ſo happy a peace, We in 


all things, according to our power, upon 
yy : all 
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an lawful occaſions; (hall ſcriouſly give a 


valuable and real demonſtration of our 
true affection to his majeſty's royal perſon, 
authority, and government, and of our con- 


ſtant inclination to the welfare and. tran- 
quillity of his majeſty's kingdom and domi- 
nions, and a particular attention to the 
honour of his moſt antient kingdom of 


Scotland, the reputation and intereſt of all 
his majeſty's good ſubjects there, confor- 


mable to the articles of peace lately made 
and concluded: 

„ 2, We at all times beteattes: ſhall 
hinder and prohibit the buying and ſelling 


of all manner of ammunition of war, arms, 


offenſive and defenſive, to, or by, any fu- 
vitives; rebels, enemies, or others diffaffec- 


ted to his Royal Majeſty's intereſt, alſo 
the printing and publiſhing of all ſeditious 
books and pamphlets, to be tranſported 
from this city, or any place under its juriſ- 


diction, to any of his Majeſty's Kingdoms 


or dominions, and eſpecially to his Ma- 
jeſty's kingdom of Scotland. But to the 
contrary, after that the ſame ſhall be diſ- 
covered, by the Lord Conſervator and the 
K k faid 
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266%, faid lord ſhall have made it known unto 
. we ſhall hinder the ſame, and like- 
wiſe cauſe puniſh all ſuch perſons, who 

in manner aforeſaid. ſhall have tranſgreſſed 
within this city, or its juriſdiction, as oc- 

cafion ſhall require. And that all ſuch 

5 warlike amunition, offenſive or defenſive 
weapons, or ſedi:ious books, ſhall be con- 


en 


z. We promiſe to give and grant thoſe 
of the Sc. St. publick faith, Fe and 
protection, to be paſſed in due form, in 
behalf of the Lord Conſervator, and all 
others belonging to, or depending upon; 
the ſaid St. that they in perſon, with 
their reſpective families and goods may 
freely and ſecurely dwell, trade and traf- 
fick within this city and its juriſdictions, 
for ſo many years as ſhall be hereafter ſpe- 
cified. And in caſe any civil or forcign 
war (which God forbid) Mall happen, 
ſo that thoſe of the ſaid St. cannot prac- 
tiſe their trade and commerce with free- 
dom and ſecurity,. they in that caſe may 
freely tranſport their perſons, families and 
goods, to fuch places,. as they ſhall think 

fit; 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


fit; in accompliſhing whereof, we ſhall 
be bound to provide tor them at their rea- 


ſonable charge, ſhips, veſſels, boats, and 


ſuch other neceſſaries as ſhall be thought 
needful, for their quickeſt and eaſieſt tranſ- 
portation; and likewiſe that we in caſe of 
any ſuch war, ſhall give to all perſons, 


belonging to the ſaid St. fix months time 
after notice given before hand, to ſell their 


commodities or effects, to gather in their 
debts, and to pay what they may be in- 
debted or owing to the inhabitants of this 
place. 


#4. IC 5 granted to theſe of the 


{aid Scotch ſtaple court a convenient and 


well fituated church called for 


the exerciſe of the reformed Chriſtian reli- 


| gion therein, according to the doctrine, fer- 


vice and diſcipline, profeſſed, practiſed, 


and eſtabliſhed by law in the kingdom of 


Scotland ; which likewiſe ſhall be main- 
tained in due reparation without any 
charge to thoſe of the ſaid Sc. ſt. and to 
their ſatisfaction. Where we grant them 
alſo entire freedom of ſepulture and Chriſ- 
tian burial of their dead, at what time 

ſoever 
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ſoever they ſhall deſire to have the ſame; 
and that the ſaid church and church * 
ſhall not be employed in the ſervice of 
any other perſons, without conſent of the 
faid Conſervator firſt had and obtained. 


« 5, We conſent alſo by theſe preſents, 
that thoſe of the S. St. may take into ſer- 


vice, and make uſe of ſuch Doctor of phy- 


lic, ſurgeon and apothecary, Who dwell 
and legally practiſe within this city; and 
that all the phyſicians, ſurgeons, and apo- 
thecaries, within this city may be freely 


permitted to practiſe upon any of the 8. 


St. and nation as reſide therein. 


6. And whereas it will be needful that 
the ſaid S. St. court, be provided and ler- | 


ved by faithful and capable officers and ſer- 


vants, brokers, weighers and meters, we 


together with the ſaid Lord Conſervator, 
will procure for the fame ſervice, ſo many, 
and ſuch honeſt perſons, as well of the 
Scotch nation as of the inhabitants of this 
City, as ſhall be judged neceſſary, each of 
them duly making oath to this city and 
de! Lord Conſervator. 
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„7. We ſhall alſo provide a fitting 0. 3 


| dwelling houſe for the Lord Conſervator, 
with his deputy ; ; as alſo for the treaſurer, 
ſecretary and clerk, and alſo for the mi- 
niſter. In which houſes the Lord Conſer- 
vator or his deputy may when they pleaſe, 
call and hold aſlemblies and meetings (pro 
re nata) of merchants, factors, maſters of 
ſhips, mariners, officers, and all other 
perſons belonging to the ſaid court, with- 
out any hinderance or moleſtation ; which 
ald houſes, ſhall be inhabited without 


hire, and repaired at the charge of the 
city. 
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| 
*8. And to the intent that goods and 
merchandiſe be well laid up and preſerved, 
and that all merchants, factors, maſters, 
mariners, collectors, and others above- 
mentioned, under officers and perſons be- 
longing to the ſaid St. may enjoy good 
accommodation for that purpoſe, we ſhall 
provide fit lodgings, ſtorehouſes, cellars, 
lofts, and packhouſes, at reaſonable prices, 
and in caſe any citizens, or inhabitants de- 
mand an unreaſonable price, we ſhall mo- 
erate the ſame, 


* 
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needful, as a Concierg. Houſe for thoſe 


perſons, with meat, drink, or lodg- | 


withſtanding, the citizens and inhabitants 


Ceive ſuch perſons, as frequent the St. into 
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9 — 9. We have promiſed likewiſe, one 


handſome and large houſe, or more if 


of the Scotch ſtaple, being of the ſame na. 
tion, may repair to eat, drink, or lodge; 
providing that no member of the Scotch 


ſtaple ſhall be permitted to furniſh ſuch 


ing, without leave or conſent obtained 
from the Lord Conſervator; but not— 


of this city, ſhall have permiſſion to re- 


their houſes, and provide them with meat, 
drink, or other neceſſaries. 
10. We promiſe alſo, to ſeparate for 
che uſe of thoſe of the 8. St. a ſaſe and 
large Haven and port for their ſhips, with 
keys, and cranes, for loading and unload- 
ing their goods; and that they may be well 
provided therewath, we ſhall give the ha- 
ven maſters, orders that their ſbips or 
boats, and lighters, (eſpecially in time of 
froſt) when ſhips cannot come to the town, 
a proper number of ledges, carts and la- 
bourers, for timely loading and unloading. 


of 
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of their ſhips and goods, whoſe wages 4668. 
ſhall be regulated by us and the Lord 
Conſervator jointly; and in caſe any of 
theſe labouring men, give uncivil or ill 
language to any merchants, factors, maſ- 
ters, Or Mariners or others belonging to the 
St. we ſhall cauſe them to be inſtantly pu- 
niſhed according to their demerits. | 

«11. We ſhall alſo provide a bank, to 
be preſently erected or eſtabliſhed within 
this city, for circulating money, and (hall 
provide the merchants and factors of the 
faid ſtaple, with as much money as they 
ſhall have occaſion for, upon ſecurity of 
tneir goods, until their goods can be ſold.; 
paying mean while the reaſonable intereſt 
of one per cent, per month, the days, 
weeks, and months, to be reckoned up 
according to the time PR 

* 12. Thoſe of the Sc. ſt. may when. 
they pleaſe, frequent and uſe the ex- 
change, which we have cauſed to be erec- 
00 at the Martfield within this city. 

FTE We promiſe likewiſe for the uſe 
of the 8. St to ſet apart and appropriate, a 
Place of recreation, within or near this 
ei 
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city, for their bodily exerciſe; paſtime arid 


pleaſure, and alſo a fit place for the mer. 


chants to air and dry their ſheep ſkins 
and hides, or- other wares which are in 
danger of damage by water, or otherwiſe, 

* 14. We alſo promiſe and conſent, to 


cauſe ſufficient watch and ward to be kept 


in the night, upon the ſtreets, and eſpecially 


where the greateſt part of the ſtore houſes 
of the ſaid St. court do ſtand ; and alſo; 
to provide that the citizens and others, be- 


have peaceably, and friendly to the mem- 
bers of the St. court. 

15. Moreover we promiſe to thoſe of 
the S. St. court, that we thall make and 
keep the balance and weight within this 
city, according to the form and cuſtom of 
the balance and meaſure of the city of 
Amſterdam ; and that the duty and price for 


weighing goods and merchandiſe, and for 


the uſe of the cranes, ſhall be eſtabliſhed 


and ordered, according to a liſt to be made 
up, with the advice of the Lord Conſer- 


vator, within one month after the ſaid 8. 


St. ſhall be ſettled 1 in this place. 
*6 2302 Every 


# 


is the NEetHERLANDS. 


© 16, Every merchant or factor Hall 


have the liberty of taking a freeman or la- 


bouret according to their own deſire. 

1. The merchants or factors of the 

| faid ſtaple ſhall not fell within this city, 
otherwiſe than by wholeſale, and ſhall not 


ſell cloths, bayes, ſer ges and other com- 


modities by the ell or retail. 


4 18. We promiſe 1 to our 


power, to uſe our beſt endeavour, with 
the St. of Holland and W. Frieſland, and 
the St. General, that the St. goods of Scot- 
land, imported and arriving here, be whol- 


ly free from the payment of convoy or 


cuſtom, in the ſame manner as the goods 

conſigned to the merchants of the Enliſh 
nation here, fo that the Scotch ſtaple and 
the Engliſh company here, be of one and 


the ſame nature: and we promiſe accord- 


ing to our power, to prevent and hinder 
any new charges or impoſitions, under 


what name ſoever, to be put upon the 
ow goods in time to come. 


__ © 19. We promiſe to uſe our endeavour 
for the utter aboliſhing of the duties of 


tonnage and ſale-money, and the impoſi- 
LI tions 


257 


166%; 


— 


— — — 


— ee ect _ — - - —— — — — —— —— ‚  — p ů — 

— 2 * - "Ir * — u— — 
— PERS INNER ES ——_—_— —— — cs _ · I 
— — — —— — > 6 Sam an — 
- aka — - _ —— 
” = — - a n 2 * On * * ” * 2» = —— * — — 2. 2 — — — 
- — 2 — 3 — TI a. = 2 
— — - . 


— ſH— 5 — I DI IE — 
2 == >= — 
— - 


— 
— 


[ 
i, 
? 
* 
4 
97 
SH 
7 lf 
ny 
N 
; 1 
r 
j | 
f +3 
Fo } 
FT 4.4 
1 
[ 
N } 
24 


— 


. —  — . ²˙ 


1668. 


Of the Scoren TRADE 


tions and charges upon the importing of 


. coal, and Scotch white ſalt. 


20. We have granted and do grant 
5 theſe preſents, that the Lord Conſerva- 


tor as upper magiſtrate, his deputy, trea- 
ſurer, ſecretary and clerk, the miniſter, 


leſſer church officers, the Concierg. houſe, 


one or more if requiſite, the Conſervator's 
collector, his ſerjeants and ſworn ſervants, 
and all others the members of the 8. St: 
during their abode in this city, with their 


reſpective families, ſhall be declared free, 
and kept free of all taxes, contributions, 
exciſes, impoſitions, impotts, and all o- 


ther publick charges whatſoever, already 
impoſed and exacted by this city or that 


may be impoſed, demanded: or exacted for 


the fature ; and likewiſe from paying for 


entering in, or going out of the gates of 


this city in the evening, from paying the 
city watchmen, from bearing arms, or 
quartering of ſoldiers in their houſes; which 
privileges abovementioned, ſhall be enjoyed 


by the widows of the ſaid perſons, ſo long 


as they continue widows, 
£21. We 


iu the N ETHERLANDS. 


< 21. We likewiſe grant liberty to the 
Lord Conſervator, his deputy, officers and 


merchants, to fiſh, ſhoot, hunt and hawk 
in all places under the juriſdiction of this 


city. ws 
«92. Weconſent that the Lord Conſerva- 
tor or his Deputy, make uſe of the priſon 


of this city at their pleaſure, being pro- 


vided with all requiſite neceſſaries, where- 


in the ſaid Lord Conſervator or his Deputy i 


may cauſe to be impriſoned, all debtors 


and malefactors of the Scotch nation of the 


ſtaple; and he may again ſet them at li- 


berty, as he thinks fit, without the hind- 
rance of any perſon whatſoever ; and the 


town officer with his ſerjeant ſhall be 
bound to give all requiſite afſiſtance, as 


often as the ſaid Lord Conſervator or his | 


Deputy ſhall defire. 

«c 23. We alſo promiſe by theſe preſents, 
to provide and take care, that knowing and 
experienced Pilots, ſhall always in their turns 


be in readineſs, to help the ſhips belonging 


to the ſtaple, going out or coming in, in 
ſtormy, foggy, ordark weather; and alſo thro 


the Kill , whoſe hire or wages by the conſent 
5 ET and 
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and advice of us and the Lord Conſervator, 
{hall be regulated and put up in a frame, 
that payment may be made according 
thereto, as often as the ſaid pilot ſhall 
have ſerv'd any ſhip belonging to the ſta- 
ple, at the requeſt or conſent, of the mer- 


chants, factors, or maſters, in helping the 


ſhips | in, or out; and in caſe any ſhip or 


| ſhips may be unexpectedly in danger of 


being loſt near this town, we in that 


caſe ſhall cauſe. all ſpeedy and poſſible help 


to be made at a reaſonable charge, for the 
ſafety and preſervation of their ſhips. 
24. If it ſhould happen, that any goods 
of wreck'd ſhips lawfully belonging to the 
merchants or factors of the ſtaple, be 
ſaved by any indwellers of this city, we 
ſhall order a ſearch to be made, and being 


found in what place, or by whomſcever, to be 


reſtored to the lawful owner, on condition of 
their paying for the ſame a reaſonable ſal- 


vage; and if any ſuch goods as aforeſaid be, 


by any native inhabitant, or other perſons un- 
der the juriſdiction of this city; hidden, or 
kept up fraudulently, or with a bad intention, 


or clandefiinely made away, we mall force 


and 


in the NETHERLANDS. - 


and conftrain all ſuch perfons to make 
reſtitution of ſach goods, or the value 
5 thereof, to the lawful owners, or proprie- 
tors; and cauſe ſuch tranſgreſſors to be 
ſeverely puniſhed . to their de- 
merits. 


4 25, And when it may happen that 


any ſhip or hips coming from Scotland 


with ſtaple goods, going ſo deep that they | 


can't enter the harbour, without being 
lightened of ſome part of their cargo, We 
ſhall in that caſe, at our own proper charge, 
cauſe them to be ſo far lightened, that they 


may paſs ſuch ſhallow places which lie 
But that it may not be 


in their way. 
pretended without neceſſity, we ſhall not 


be bound thereto unleſs we be advertiſed 


thereof, and that the Lord Conſervator, or 


his deputy, judge it requiſite and Ray 


to be done. 


26. If any ſhips by contrary winds 


be detained in the Kill, that they poſſibly 


can't get thro”, without drawing horſes, 
we in that caſe, and not otherwiſe, under- 
"ie to provide horſes for them. 

27. If any an or wares ſuffer da- 


mage 


fer. 
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. mage or Ioſs by the careleſſneſs, unwilling. 


neſs or neglect of the K. maſter, or their 
ſubſtitutes, or any other perſons by him 
made uſe of, in loading or unloading of 
ſhips, the K. maſter ſhall be liable and 
bound to make good ſuch loſs, and da- 
mage on that occaſion; and in. caſe of 
refuſal, we ſhall force them to make ſar 
tisfaction. 1 
% 28. We promiſe alſo at all times, at 
the requeſt of the Lord Conſervator, or his 
Deputy, to uſe all poſſible influence and en- 
deavours with the admiralty of the Maeſe, 
that a man of war be freely and gratui- 
touſly provided and fitted to convoy the 
ſhips of the ſaid ſtaple, which ſhall depart 
and fail to any place whatſoever within 
the river of Forth, or any other part with- 
in the kingdom of Scotland, and there to 
wait the ſpace of fourteen days, for ſhips, 
to conduct them in ſafety to this place. 
29. We likewiſe promiſe to uſe our 
good endeavours with the St. Gen. that 
the goods of thoſe of the Scotch ſt. may 
not be ſeized nor confiſcated, al tho they 


by miſunderſtanding or neglect, either in 
reſpec 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


teſpect of quantity Or quality, be not duly 
entered. But that in ſuch caſes, the 
tranſgreſſor ſhall be only puniſhed in the 


forfeiture of twice as much as fhall be 


found to be not entered, over and above 
fuch a pecuniary forfeiture as the Lord 
Conſervator ſhall judye fit, according to 
8 youny of the tranſgreſſion. 


* 20. If any veſſel or veſſels, ſhould be 


bes, or taken at ſea, by any inhabi- 
tants, or any other under the juriſdiction 
of this city, we ſhall be bound according 


to our power, to endeavour the reſtitution 


of ſuch veſſels, with the whole loading 


thereof, or chan full ſatisfaction be made 
according, to the real. value of the ſame, 
and cauſe the tranſgreſſors to be puniſhed 


as they deſerve. But if the tranſgreſſors 


| be under another juriſdiction, we ſhall by 
our penſionary, ſolicite the reſtitution, at 


the che of this city. 

* 31. We ſhall likewiſe upon all occa- 
bons, wherein any of the S. St. have any 
cauſe before the court of admiralty, or 
fall into any law ſuit, belonging to, or 
depending upon the ſaid court, uſe all 


poſſible 


1 
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22668, poſſible means and endeavours, to the end 


that the faid court of admiralty, give them 


ſhort and good expedition of juſtice. 

% 32. Further, the Lord Conſervator 
or his deputy, ſhall freely and fully enjoy 
all ſuch exemptions, immunities, privi- 


leges, and prerogatives, as either lawfully 
or by cuſtom, do belong to the office of 


conſervator, in ſuch an abſolute form and 
manner, as any former Lord Conſervator 
ever had or enjoyed, in all cafes and occa- 
. ſo far as concerns this city. 


33. Likewiſe, we have at the requeſt of 
whe faid Sc. St. agreed, that the Lord Con- 
 fſervator, without hinderance or moleſta- 
tion, may exerciſe juriſdictions in all cauſes 
civil and criminal, over the perſons and 


goods of all thoſe that appertain to the Sc. 


St. providing that the ſaid civil cauſes be 
between two Scotch perſons, who depend 


upon the ſaid ſtaple. And that in crimi- 


nal cauſes, the crime be perpetrated by 
one Scotch perſon againſt another, alſo 
belonging to the ſaid ſtaple; and that nei- 


ther we, nor any other judge of this city, 


ſhall middle or take cogniſance of the fad 
cauſe 


* 


— 
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cauſe civil or criminal, which may happen 1663. 
at any time, between any of the Scotch 
nation, but that the ſaid cauſes ſhall be 

tried, pleaded, and judged, and by defini- 
tive ſentence, determined by the court of the 
| faid Lord Conſervator, and that without 

any contradiction or appeal; and in caſe of 
diſobedience, contumacy, oppoſition or re- 
ſiſtance, we ſhall aſſiſt, and help the Lord 

Conſervator, or his deputy, in bringing 
of the malefactors to obedience, or deſerv- 
ed puniſhment; but reſerving always the 

conſent of the States of Holland, and Weſt 
Frieſland, and providing the contents of 
os article be firſt by them approved. 

34. Moreover, it is concluded and 
agreed, that in caſe any of our citizens or 
inhabitants, or a ſtranger, being no Scotch 
man, have any civil matter againſt any of 
the Sc. St. or any depending thereon, that 
1t ſhall be lawful for them, to commence 
and proſecute their action, either before 
us, or the court of the Lord Conſervator, 
and no where elſe, at the firſt inſtance, 
unleſs the bills, or bonds, contain proro- 
gation of juriſdiction, or that the com- 
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plainers were privileged perſons; and if 
the complainer will commence his ſuit 


before us, and that both plaintiff and 


_ defendant, ſhall be fubje& to the laws of 
this city. But in caſe the plaintiff make 
choice of the Lord Conſervator's court, 
and commences his action there, he ſhall 


alſo proſecute his cauſe there, and ſubmit 
to the ſentence which ſhall be there pro- 


nounced, and be contented therewith: 
but on the other hand, as often as a Scotch 


man proſecutes his cauſe againſt any of 
our citizens, inhabitants, or ſubjects, or 
any ſtranger, who is no Scotch man, nor 
belonging to the faid ſtaple, he ſhall be 
bound to proſecute before us, and both 
parties ſhall hold valid, and ſuſtain what 


ſhall be pronounced by us, if there is no 


appeal from the definitive ſentence. And 

furthermore, for the better accommodati- 
on of the ſaid Sc. St. and its dependents, 
and the greater expedition of their ſuits 
and cauſes, which may come before us, 
there ſhall be kept an extraordinary en- 


rollment or regiſter of all cauſes and law 


ſuits, depending between any of the faid 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


St. and other perſons, to the intent the 268. 
ſame may be determined before any other 
cauſe or ſuit. Wherefore, we alſo promiſe 

the ſaid St. that all ſuits, deeds, and acti- 
ons, ſhall be determinied within 14 days, 
after the furniſhment of evidence, or pro- 
ducing their complaint. 

35. And in caſe it ſhall happen | 
(which it is hoped ſhall not) that any of 
the Sc. St. fail or become inſolvent, by 
whom any of our inhabitants may ſuffer 
loſs, or is creditor, we in that caſe, to- 
other with the Lord Conſervator, ſhall 
conſtitute a curator for each of us, who. 
ſhall jointly take care, and diſpoſe to the 

| beſt advantage, the inſolvent's goods or 
effects ad opus jus habentium. 

36. We have alſo granted, to theſe 
of the Sc. St. that all deeds, ordinances, 

ſentences, and decrees, paſled in the court 
of the Lord Conſervator, likewiſe all cer- 
tificates and depoſitions, paſſed or granted 
in the court of the Lord Conſervator, or | 
his deputy and ſecretary, with the ſeal of n i 
the office annexed thereto, ſhall be hold. il | 
en and eſteemed to be as legal, authentick, Wit | 
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and valid, to all intents and purpoſes, in 


all cauſes civil and criminal, as any other 


given or granted by us, or any judge with- 


in this city, Theſe cauſes being always 
conſiſtent with his knowledge, and belong- 
ing to his court. 

„ 437, That no native, citizen, or any 
ſtranger reſiding within this city, or its 
juriſdictions, may trade in any goods or 
merchandiſe, which are already declared 


or ſhall be hereafter declared ſtaple goods, 


on the penalty of confiſcation of the faid 
goods by us, and puniſhing the ſaid perſons, 
according to their treſpaſs. 

38. No perſon of the Scotch nation, 
ſhall be made a free citizen of this city, 
without the knowledge and conſent of the 


Lord Conſervator, or his deputy. 


39. We alſo conſent, that none of 


the Sc. St. within this city or juriſdiRion, 
ſhall he arreſted in his perſon, for debt or 


any other civil cauſe whatſoever ; and that 
no ſentence ſhall be pronounced without 


the previous knowlege and conſent of the 


Lord Conſervator or his deputy, and unleſs 
he be fugitive, or reaſonably ſuſpected of 
flight 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


flight and inſolvency. In which caſe, inti- 09% 


mation thereof to the Lord Conſervator, 
or his deputy, ſhall be made; but if the 
perſon can find no caution, either of a 
merchant of the ſaid ſtaple, or of any ci- 
tizen, or inhabitant of this city, or offer 
no ſyfficient ſecurity otherwiſe, he ſhall 
be arreſted, impriſoned, and treated as our 
own citizens and inhabitants, unleſs he 
doth content his creditor or creditors, And 
if a warrant is obtained from court, againſt 
| the perſon of any one of the faid ſtaple, he 
ſhall in ſuch a caſe, have the ſame juſtice 
and equity done him, as is done to the ci- 
tizens of this city in like caſes. 
„ 40. If it ſhall happen (which God 
forbid) that any of the ſaid St. or their 
_ adherents, within this city or juriſdiction, 
ſhould commit a crime or action, for which 
he ought ta be capitally or bodily puniſh- 
ed, his goods notwithſtanding, ſhall 
not be forfeited or canfiſcated, unleſs it be 
in criming leſe majeſtatis ; but they ſhall 
be freely delivered to his heirs. Neither 
ſhall the goods of his maſters or friends, 
being found in his, or any others cuſtody, 
be 
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be confiſcated for any crime, or action by 
him commited, even if it was crimen laf. 
majeſtatis; but left free to his maſters or 
the true proprietors of the ſame : likewiſe 
no innocent perſon ſhall in any manner of 
way, be moleſted, or arreſted, in perſon 
or goods, for the crime or treſpaſs of ano- 
ther, 'or further moleſted, than what every 
one's own crime or treſpaſs deſerves and 


requires, unleſs he be guilty of the ſaid 


crime, or as ſurety and bail, hath bound 
his perſon and goods for another. All this 


| noteieftantiogs: to depend upon the ſame 


conſent and approbation, as 1s mentioned in 


the 433d article. 


& 41. If any of the ſaid ſtaple be 
apprehended for any criminal cauſe, not 
ex Officio, or formal accuſation of our 
officer of juſtice, but by information or 
accuſation of another; in that caſe, the 


officer ſhall be bound at the requeſt of the 


detained, likewiſe to apprehend him, at 
' whoſe requeſt the other was taken up, and 


to keep him in cuſtody, until clear proof 
be made of the crime alledged: or in de- 
fault thereof, the firſt apprehended, ſhall 
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he preſently releaſed, and ſet at liberty, at 
the charge of the accuſer, who ſhall like- 
_ wiſe be bound to make ſatisfaction to the 
| other for all damages, coſt, or injury, as 
the caſe ſhall require. 

% 42. We promiſe and engage not to 
orant to any perſon, either citizen, inha- 
bitant, or ſtranger, who is indebted to any 


of the {aid St. or burthened with a great 
deal of debt, any ſafeguard, protection, or 


letters of reſpite, delay or ceſſion, in their 
favour; but that the ſame if given, ſhall 
ceaſe, be void, and of no effect, with re- 
gard to the debt due to any of the ſaid 
ſtaple. 2 

* 4. We: promiſe to the ſaid ſtaple, 
that in caſe it ſhall be afterwards found 
needful, to enlarge or augment theſe ar- 
ticles; and we being tnereto deſired, ſhall 
grant ſuch enlargements or additions as 
may in juſtice be found requiſite. 

* 44: We promiſe on a certain day 
every year, to cauſe aſſemble in a proper 


place, all ſuch officers and publick per- 


ſons, as theſe of the faid St. may have 
daily buſineſs with ; as the crane maſter, 


weighers, 
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weighers, keepers of the priſon, carters, 
waggoners, metſters, ſledgemen, and the 
like z and cauſe to read to them publickly, 


all and ſingular priviledges belonging to 


the ſaid St. the duties of the ſaid officers, 
and others, that they may know how to 


regulate themſelves; and give due obſer- 
- vance to whatever concerns their ſervice, 


45. And in caſe any perſon, citizen, 


inhabitant of this city, or any of the ſaid 


St. or depending thereon, of what quality 
or condition ſoever, ſhould be found to 
act, or do any thing againſt this agree- 
ment, or any article or clauſe of the ſame; 


the ſaid agreement ſhall not on that ac- 
count, be holden as violate or broken; 
but the violator ſhall be reſpectively pu- 


niſhed by us, or the Lord Conſervator, or 
his deputy, according. to the ordinances 


or ſtatutes. 


* 46. We moreover conſent and agree, 


that any one of the members of the ſaid 
Sc. St. court, dying inteſtate, without hav- 


ing diſpoſed of their goods, or ab intęſtato; 
in that caſe their goods or effects, ſhall 
devolve, or fall under the adminiſtration 


of 
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of the Lord Conſervator's court; and that 
neither they, nor the orphans chamber. of 
this city, ſhall have any thing to do with 
the (aid goods or effects, or uſe any autho- 
rity over the ſame, wherefore neither we, 
nor the hoſpitals, or directors of the poor 
of this city, ſhall be charged with the 
maintenance, or alimentation of the chil- 
dren of the above, who may not be ſuffi- 
ciently provided or enabled to maintain 
bs fame a 
| 47. Alſo neither we, nor our hoſpi- 
a or poor-houſes, ſhall be charged with 
the maintenance of diſabled perſons, in 
the ſaid St. or thoſe who by misfartune 
are fallen into poverty, or want of means, 
ether as to their own perſons, or their 
children, but that all diſabled or decayed . 
perions, either in minotity, youth, or old 
age, uncapable of maintaining themſelves, 
ſhall remain upon the charge of the ſaid 
dt, e 
„ it: is further agreed, and con- 
cluded, betwixt ue, and the faid deputies 
of the ſaid Sc. St. above named, that 
the reſidence of the ſaid court, ſhall be 
Nn ſettled 
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ſettled, eſtabliſhed, and continued in this 


city by proviſion, for the time and ſpace 


of twenty one years, firſt and next enſuing; 
And parties on both fides, ſhall be bound 


to give notice, fix months before the ex- 


piration of the ſaid time, whether their 
9 ſhall continue longer or not. 


* 49. And finally, we promiſe to uſe 


all endeavours, that this agreement made; 


be confirmed, and ratified, by the Lords; 


the States of Holland, and likewiſe by 


the Lords, the States General of the United 
Netherlands. 


. 20; We promiſe in 1 to 


grant. theſe of the Scotch nation ſucil 


exemptions, immunities, freedoms or pri 
vileges, as they have at any time had, 
and enjoyed from the Emperor Charles 
V. Philip II. King of Spain, the Dukes 


of Burgundy, Dukes and Earls of Bra- 


bant, and as fully as thoſe of the Engliſh 
nation do enjoy in this city, or: hereafter 
may enjoy in this city and the juriſdiction 
thereof.“ 
This contract was formally ratified bh 
the town of Dort, and ſigned the t 
October, 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


OC ober, 1668, by Johan Halling, D. Dam- 


mert, Jo. Neurinberg, Nicholas Stoop, 


Nicolas Vivien, C. De Witt, Johan De 


Witt, Criſpian van Outgarden, Mays 1 van 
Holy. 5 

The articles above, which are either 
peculiar to this contract, or differently 


expreſſed from the preſent, are, the 18, 
22, 33, and 40. By the fourth article a 
church is allowed, according to the ſer- 
vice and diſcipline eſtabliſhed by law in 


Scotland, which was epiſcopacy; but was 


not the moſt proper mean to engage the 
Scotch merchants and factors in Zealand 
and Holland, to remove and ſettle there, 
conſidering the temper of theſe times with 
regard to that ſubject. 


It was to continue twenty one years; 
but it may be obſerved that there is no 


particular liſt of ſtaple goods ſpecified in 
any article; they were poſſibly reckoned 


to the ſame extent with thoſe from Eng- 


land, or to be the fame which had been 
agreed upon by former treaties and con- 


tracts of this kind. 


Although 
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1670. 


Although ſeveral of the moſt wealthy 
Conf, Reg, and creditable merchants went and lived 
at Rotterdam, which reduced the Scotch 
trade in Campvere, almoſt to nothing; 
yet the Scotch church was ſtill continued 
there. During this interval, Mr. Snype | 
was called to ſucceed Mr. Mowbray, in 
1664, who continued Miniſter of the ſaid 
Church to his death, in 1686. 
There was indeed, an order from the 
Commiſſioners of the royal burroughs, 
dated, 13th July, 1670, to carry all ſtaple 
goods after the 1ſt of Auguſt following, to 
Dort, on the penalty of 20 per cent. of the 
value. But this had little effect: The 
Conſervator found-himſelf mortified in all 
his attempts to enlarge his juriſdiction, or 
promote his intereſt.” As to the firſt, he 
appointed an agent or depute for him in 
Oſtend and Nieuport; but that was not 
much minded ; he had 500 J. ſettled on 


him; got his ſon to be his colleague and 
decade but ſtill unhappy ; ; he com- 
plained even that he was in hazard of 
life and fortune, in lieu of the advantages 
he expected to have reaped from his offices 
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At length he and his ſon refigned them, 7e. 
and by their letter, dated 22d May, 1671, 

to the King, they ſurrendered the offices pas 
of Conſervator, Reſident and Agent, to his 
Majeſty, to be diſpoſed of as he thought 


I have mentioned theſe particulars as 
connected with the conſequences of ſet- 
tling the ſtaple trade at Dort, which had 
many favourable ſigns of future laſting 
proſperity, ſo that both the Conſervator 
and contracting parties might flatter them- 
ſelves, that it was firmly eſtabliſhed. But 
war ſoon after declared againſt the Re- 
public, or United Provinces, with all the 
misfortunes they were reduced to, and 
their deliverance at laſt, from the brink of 
deſtruction, are too well known, to be 
mentioned here, was it even a proper place 
for them. 

From Sir William Daviſon, and his ſon's 1675. 

refignation, until the year 1675, the office 
of Conſervator, ſeems to have been vacant, 
owing no doubt, to the confuſions of 
theſe times. When publick affairs began 
to be better ſettled, there was a trial made 


of: 
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of bringing the ſtaple trade back to 
Campvere, and a contract was agreed to, 
owing in a great meaſure to the Prince of 
Orange, their Marquis, and now proclaim- 
ed Statholder. This is dated at the Hague, 
12th April, 167 5, but was not ratified by 
the King, until the year following; it 
was to continue twenty one years, that is, 
until the year 1696. It was impoſſible to 


forſee what revolution was to happen be⸗ 


fore that time was expired. 

During the reign of Charles II. Rotter- 
dam had been the ſafeſt place of retreat, as 
I already obſerved, to the Scots, both 
clergy and laity, who were obliged to fly 


from a barbarity and perſecution againſt 


the Preſbyterians, carried on with the 


outmoſt fury, and againſt all the principles 


of juſtice and humanity : many mercantile 
people and others came and ſettled there, 


where they were not only ſafe, but receiv- 


ed with much friendſhip, charity, and 1 


chriſtian love, which endears that city to 


many of their poſterity to this day. 
Beſides, in this interval there fell out, 


very unluckily for Cam pvere, a diſpute be- 
tween 
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tween one of the burgomaſters and Sir 26%. 

Henry Wilkie, the Conſervator, concern- 

ing the appointing one to be maſter of the 

Scotch houſe, or as it is called the Concier- 

gerie houfe. The latter complained of a 

breach of the articles of the Contract, 'and 
made ſome very ſevere and heavy com- 
plaints of the former, which may be 
found in the court regiſter. Diſputes of 1 
this kind were not only unſeaſonable then, v. 137. 

but at any time can do very little ſervice 
either to the trade or quiet of the place. 

Matters were not much mended by Sir 

James Kennedy being appointed Conſer- 
vator, in place of Sir Henry Wilkie. He 
was of the King's religion, and probably 
it was owing to his zeal, to promote po- 

pery that he obtained his Commiſſion. He 
wanted to bring in a miniſter to the Scotch 
church, who was a Roman Catholick, 
which was both ill-timed, and ill-judged ; 
he might have been convinced, that no- 
thing could be more diſagreeable to the mer- 
chants, factors, or other Scotch people fre- 
quenting Campvere ; or that they could be 
either perſuaded or compelled to hear maſs 

in 
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in the Scotch church. Hence aroſe a 


diſpute between him and them about the 
calling of a miniſter of their own perſwa- 


ſion. He proteſted againſt their proceed- 


ing, but they without minding it went 


on, and made choice of Mr. Charles Gor- 
don to be their miniſter. This is the 


fame, who was like to be brought to 


trouble, becauſe, when at Edinburgh, he 
had looked at the archbiſhop of Glaſgow, 


coming out of the council houſe in his 
biſhop's robes, without taking off his hat; 


ſuch an ill-timed neglect, gave occaſion to 
the lords of the treaſury, to examine or in- 
terrogate him upon ſomething more ſeri- 


ous than the trifles of outward ceremony. 
The circumſtance of this ſingular ſtory may 
be ſeen in the book cited in the margin, 
and is not Oy of the reader's per- 


uſal. 


caution to take his ſeat amongſt them, 
under 


— m—— FLY 


Mr. Gordon was examined by, or paſſed 

his trials, as they are called, before the 
dclaſſis of Walcheren or Midleburgh, 
where he was received as a member of 


that claſſis or preſbytery ; but had the pre- 


Lab 
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under proteſtation, that this ſhould not in- 
fringe his privileges, as a miniſter of the 
church of Scotland ; he was the firſt mi- 
niſter of the Scotch church in Campvere, 


who was made a member of the Preſbytery 


of Edinburgh, which is continued to the 
preſent time; the conſiſtory have the privi- 


lege annually to chooſe two members to the 
general aſſembly, their miniſter and a ruling 


elder ; the regulations thereanent, and the 
liberty of bringing any cauſes concerning 
the Scotch church, to the commiſſion of 
the general aſſembly, may be ſeen in the 


acts of the general aſſembly 1704. I ſhall 


only add, that the miniſter and his elder 
are likewiſe members of the ſynod of Lo- 
thian and T wedale. 

After the revolution, when William 
and Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 


by acts of Parliament, and to the ſatisfac- | 


tion of all, who either underſtood, or had 
a due ſenſe and feeling of civil and religi- 
ous liberty, were made King and Queen of 
England, Scotland and Ireland, and when 
the publick affairs of . theſe kingdoms, 
which demanded the firſt and chief atten- 
Oo. tion, 
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tention, were prethy well ſettled and com- 
poſed, the town of Campvere was not 
forgot by his Majeſty, as appears from 
his letters to the States of Zealand and 
the magiſtrates of his town, whereof he 
was marquis. There was indeed a con- 
tract ſtill ſubſiſting, which had ſome few 
years to run, although the trade was 
much upon the decline, and indeed al- 
moſt reduced to nothing. In order to re- 
vive it, a commiſſion was given to Sir 
Andrew Kennedy of Cloburn, the date 
whereof, is the 28th January 1690. His 
| Majeſty by his letters the year following, 
1 recommended him to their High Mighti- 
| neſs, which were anſwered much to his 
ſatisfaction. 5 
This new Conſervator of the ſame name, 
6 but of very different principles from the 
B . be. former, both as to church and tate, | 
being a hearty friend to the Revolution, 
became a favourite at court. His uſual re- 
i ſidence at Rotterdam, near the Hague, was 
FS | Judged more uſeful to the King's bufinehs, 
being his reſident and agent, in that cii- 
tical and tickliſh time. It was for theſe 
| political 
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political reaſons, that his living at Camp- 
vere was diſpenſed with. He kept his 
courts at Rotterdam from 1691 to 1698. 
The ſtaple contract however ſtill ſubſiſted, 


and before it expired, care was taken that 


it ſhould be prolonged. The royal bur- 
roughs appointed deputies to go to Zea- 
land, where being joined with commiſ- 


boners from the magiſtrates of Campvere, 
the premier noble, repreſenting the Prince 


of Orange, and likewiſe in name of his 
Majeſty, together with the Conſervator, 
Kennedy, drew up the contract as it now 


ſtands, confiſling of 39 articles, figned 


and ſealed in proper form; to continue 
for the ſpace of twenty one years after its 
date, which is 25th December 1697. TI 
ſhall give a copy of it hereafter, together 
with the additions and ampliations made 
to it ſince that time; that the whole may 
be taken in at one view, without being 
interrupted with any events intervenin g. 


I ſhall ſay little more at preſent with 


reſpect to the hiſtory of the above-men- 


tioned period of this contract. Some dif- 


ferences hetween the magiſtrates of Camp- 
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_ vere and the Conſervator, about the be- 


ginning of the 18th century, were com- 


poſed by a deputation from Scotland, and 


the ſtaple contract continued until it was 
near its period, in the year 1718, when 
the renewal of it was much owing to the 
indefatigable pains and application of the 


Reverend Mr. John Chalmers, miniſter of 


the Scotch church. The members of the 
conſiſtory, that is, the factors and mer- 
chants, and others in the Scotch court, 
were very ſenſible that the prolongation of 
it would meet with difficulty from the 
royal burroughs, if due endeavours were 


not uſed to make a juſt repreſentation of 


things to them, and render them diſpoſed 
to hearken to it; that it was therefore not 
only convenient but neceſſary that com- 
miſſioners ſhould be ſent to the next aſ- 
ſembly, who ſhould uſe their beſt endea- 
vours both there and at the meeting of the | 


royal burroughs, for the continuance of it 


another term of years, for the ſupport, 
both of the church and the ſociety of the | 
Scotch nation in Campvere. They were 
fully convinced that the magiſtrates of the 
town, 
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town were much inclined to have it done, 


being convinced that upon the ſucceſs of 


the ſtaple trade, the intereſt of their inha- 
bitants had a very viſible dependence. The 
conſiſtory excuſed themſelves on account 

of their private affairs from going to Scot- 
land, which would indeed require a very 
long abſence, as the aſſembly met in May 
and the convention of the royal burroughs 
in july; but they begged of the miniſter he 
would undertake this affair, promiſing not 
only the payment of all his charges, but 
their grateful acknowledgments for the 
trouble and fatigue he would be obliged to 


undergo. Accordingly in the month of Ja- 


nuary he undertook this commiſſion, and 
went timeouſly to Scotland, that he might 
have a fuller opportunity of ſpeaking, both 
with the members of the aſſembly and the 
royal burroughs, when the one or the 
other ſhould meet at Edinburgh. 1 

J ſhall obſerve by the way, that this 
was the firſt time it was propoſed to renew 
the contract after the union of the two 
kingdoms, in the year 1707. It is like- 
Fo TT wiſe 


1718, 
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wiſe well known that there had been lately 
a rebellion in Scotland, and another was 


daily expected, which fell out the follow- 


ing year, by what was called the Spaniſh 
landing or invaſion in the Weſt country ; 
being the third attempt in the courle of 


eleven years in favours of the pretender, 


To which I may add, that the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Scotch ſtaple trade in Camp- 
yere, was by no means agreeable to the 
Scotch merchants in Rotterdam, and other 
towns of the republick, where they were 


| ſeitled ;- fo that it was not improbable, that 


partly from one of theſe, and partly from 


another, or from them taken together, 


it might e very juſtly apprehended, 
that the renewing of the contract in its 


fall extent, might meet with many diffi- 


culties. 
Upon Mr. Chalmers' return in the 
month of Avguſt, he gave an account of 


the way and manner in which he had ma- 
naged this affair committed to him; 


« That he had in time of the aſſembly, 
ſpoke to ſeveral members of the conven- 
tion, and that both before and after, he 


had 
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| Jad gone himſelf to ſeveral of the chief of 
the burroughs, for promoting of this de- 
ſign; that he returned to Edinburgh be- 
fore their meeting, to wait upon their 
fitting, and finding that many of the 
members were much ſtrangers to the affair 


of the ſtaple, he had” drawn up and. 


printed a paper of reaſons containing the 


advantages and privileges the nation and 


Scotch congregations have had by the 


ſtaple contract, which he had put into the 


hands of the members at their convention, 
and other perſons who were of influence, 
&c. one copy of which he preſented to 


the eonſiſtory. He added, that the thing at 


length was brought to; a defirable iſſue, and 


the prolongation of the Scotch ſtaple con- 
tract for 21 years, being voted and unani- 


mouſly reſolved, (one diſſenting voice ex- 
cepted) by the general convention, where 


he was preſent, on Wedneſday the gth of 
July, O. S. after it had paſſed in the con- 
vention on the Monday before, and that 
a commiſſion was given to Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Eſq; Conlervator to ſign, in name 
of the burroughs, the foreſaid prolonga- 

tion 
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171. tion with the town of Campvere, with 
ſome amplifications and en of 
the ſaid contract.“ 

For which report, and the ſucceſs which 
had attended his undertaking, he received 
their hearty thanks; his expences were 
chearfully defrayed, and the printed paper 
of reaſons preſented by him to the royal 
burroughs, was ordered to be kept amongſt 

the papers belonging to the church, ſeeing 
it might be of uſe in a like caſe afterwards. 
It is to be regreted that this printed paper 
is not to be found. 

In the mean time, care was taken to 

procure a letter from his Majeſty King 

„ George the I. to their High Mightineſles, 

in favour of the Conſervator, which I ſhall 
here give a copy of, with the tranſlation. 
It is addreſſed: | 
A hauts * puiſſants ſeigneurs les 
i etats generaux des provinces unites des 
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paix bas, nos bons amis alliez & confede- 

rez. | 
|| Hauts et puiſſants ſeigneurs, nos bons 
= amis alliez et confederez, Etants bien in- 
— informes 
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form$s du merite et de la capacitè, de ſieur 
Andrew Kennedy, et de ſon zele pour 
notre ſervice; nous V avons choiſi, pour 
ager auprez de vous en qualité de notre 
reſident, dans les affaires concernant, cette 


partié de notre royaume, de la Grande 


Britagne, qui eſt nommce Ecofle, et de 
Conſervateur, dans les pais bas, des droits, 
des marchands natiſs, ou habitants de la 
dite partie, de notte dite royaume. C'eſt 
pourquoy, nous vous prions, de le rece= 
voir, et de le reconnoitre en cette qualité 
de le proteger, et I aſſiſter, dans la funct- 


on de ſes emplois, et de le conſiderer, 


comme une perſonne qui nous es timons, 


et en qui nous avons confiance. Ceſt 
ce que nous eſperons de votre amitie; et 


que reſte, nous prions Dieu, quit vous 


ait. Hauts et puiſſants ſeigneurs. Nos bons 


amis, alliez et confedere z, en fa ſainte et 


digne garde. Ecrit en notre cour de 


Kinfington, le vint premier jour de Jouil- 
let! an. 1718, et de notre regne le quatri- 
eme. Votre bon ami, 


GEORGE REX. 
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* To the high and mighty Lords, the 


States General of the United Provinces, of 


the Low Countries, our good friends, al- 
lies, and confederates. | | 

High and mighty lords, our good 
friends, allies, and confederates, being, 
well informed of the merit and capacity of 
Mr. Andrew Kennedy, and his zeal for 
our ſervice, we have made choice of him, 
to tranſact with you, in quality of our re- 


ſident, concerning the affairs of that part 


of our Kingdom of Great Britain,. called 
Scotland, and of Conſer vator of the pri- 


vileges of merchants, natives, or inhabi- 


tants of the ſaid part of our ſaid kingdom, 


in the Low Countries. Wherefore, we 


intreat you, to receive and to acknowlge 
him, in the faid quality, to protect and 


aſſiſt him, in the function of his offices, 


and to regard him as a perſon in whom 
we confide, which we expect: from your 
friendſhip. It remains only that we pray 
God to take you, high and mighty 
lords, our good friends, allies, and con- 
federates, under his holy and powerful 
protection. Written at our ccurt at Ken- 
ſington, 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


ſington, the 21ſt day of July, 1718 years, 
and the fourth year of our reign. 
VPVour ſincere good friend, 
8. R.“ 


The contract was accordingly renewed 
and prolonged, the 24th December fol- 
lowing. I muſt remark, that in the com- 
miſſion to the Conſervator, being the firſt 
fince the union of the two kingdoms, 


there was a clauſe inſerted, to confine the 
exerciſe of his office to thoſe only of the 
| Scotch nation, (owing perhaps to what J 
have hinted above) as diſtinguiſhed from 
the Engliſh; to prevent any uncertainty, 
or any diſpute which might ariſe as to 


the meaning and extent of it, which is in 


theſe words: Proviſo ſemper quod dictus 


(Conſervator) in hac commiſſione fungen- 
da, nullo modo, cum commercio ſubdi- 
torum noſtrorum Angliæ, ſe immiſceat. 
i. e. Providing always, that the Conſer- 
vator foreſaid, in the exerciſe of his office, 
ſhall in no manner of way whatſoever, 


intermedle with the trade of our Engliſh 


ſubjects.“ 
The 
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The above contract was renewed and 
prolonged tor 21 years; but three years 
before it was to elapſe, it was in the year 


1736 extended 21 years more, which 
carried it to the year 1760. But before 
this period arrived, there was an oppor- 
tunity taken from the Revolution, equally 
ſurpriſing, ſudden, and important, of the 


civil and military government of the 
United Provinces, in fayour of the Prince | 
of Orange, in the year 1747. In the 


year following, the royal burroughs judg- 


ed it neceſſary to have the contract con- 
firmed in every form and particular which 


might ſtill ſeem to be wanting, eſpecially 


to have it ratified and confirmed, by his 
ſerene highneſs and the States of Zealand, 
and likewiſe prolonged for ſuch a ſpace of 
time as ſhould be deſired by the magiſ⸗ 
trates of Campvere, or thought fit and 


convenient by the Prince, as Marquis of 
the town ; therefore, for promoting ſo 


good purpoſes, and confirming the privi- 
leges of the royal burroughs, being well 


| ſatisfied, of the abilities of the Right 


Honourable George Drummond, Eſq; 
85 Lord 


EF 


in the NETHERLANDS» 


Lord Provoſt of the city of Edinburgh, 
and the Honourable Archibald Macaulay, 
Eſq; Lord Conſervator of the Scotch pri- 
vileges of the Netherlands, with the con- 
currence of the very honourable the ma- 
giſtrates of Campvere, to wait upon his 
ſerene highneſe, the Prince of Orange, 
Marquis of Campvere, and after repre- 
ſenting the great joy and ſatisfaction the 
royal burroughs have, of his having at- 
tained the rank and dignity of Stadholder 
of the Republic of Holland, ſo gloriouſly 
maintained by his illuſtrious predeceſſors, 
for the honour of the ſtate ! in which he 
preſides, and the liberties of the neigh- 
bouring nations; to uſe their endeavours 
in conjunction with the magiſtrates of 
Campvere, to obtain from his ſerene high= 


nels, a ratification of the preſent ſubſiſting 
contract, and a further prolongation of 


the fame. in ſach terms, and for ſuch a 


ſpace of years, as ſhall be agreed upon be- 


tween the honourable magiſtrates of Camp- 
vere, and the commiſſioners above men- 
tioned. Dated at Edinburgh, 5th July, 
1748. Eng 
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Nothing could give theſe Gentlemen 


greater joy, than to be commiſſioned to 
congratulate the Prince of Orange upon 


his advancement to the offices of Stathol- 
der, Admiral and Captain General of all 


the United Provinces, as their attachment 


to the principles which brought about the 
revolution in Great Britain, by the | great | 


King William, and their hearty love and 


affection for the family of Orange, were 
well known. They were however, de- 
tained ſometime in Scotland, being the 


month of November, before they arrived 


at Campvere; who, together with the 
deputies from the town, went to the 


Hague, where they were received in the 


moſt gracious and engaging manner, by 


his Serene Highneſs. Mr. Drummond, in 


a publick audience, made a ſpeech to 


the Prince in Engliſh, which he under- 
ſtood and ſpoke very well; this was tran- 


lated into Dutch and French, printed in 
the Gazettes at the Hague, in both lan- 
guages, was read univerſally, and gained 
him great applauſe, 


The 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


The contract was again prolonged for 


twenty one years, after the term of the 
then. preſent running, that is, from the 


twenty fifth December, 1760, to the twenty 


fifth December, 1781. | 

Before I conclude this account of whe 
Scotch trade, and of the ſtaple port in 
Campvere, I muſt mention an event which is 
naturally connected with it, and I preſume 
will be thought of ſuch conſequence that 
it ought not to be omitted; leaving the uſe 
of it to future contingencies. 


The late Prince of Orange, 3 


other proofs of his zeal and unwearied ap- 


plication for the intereſt of the Republick, 


was extremely anxious to promote its trade 


and commerce, which he was perſuaded, 
were much upon the decay. In order to 


recover it to its ancient luſture and pro- 


ſperity, at leaſt to put it on a better foot- 


ing than he apprehended it was at preſent, 


he preſented a memorial to their High 


Mightineſſes on the 21ſt of Auguſt, 1751, 
containing a propoſal for lowering, or tak- 
ing off altogether, the outward, inward, 

and tranſit duties upon merchant goods; 


which 
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which for that reaſon was called a memo- 
rial containing a project to make or intro- 
duce into the Republick a limited: porto 
franco, which chiefly confifted in theſe | 
four following articles : 

* 1. That all goods imported from 
foreign countries, and to be exported a- 
gain, ſhould have a tranſit free of any 
oy" or cuſtom. 

22. That the rates of goods, eſpecially 
of ſuch as were moſt commonly exported; 


according to the liſt of the year 1725, 
- ſhould be made lower than they are at 


preſent. 

* 3. That there ſhould be a general 
porto franco, but at the ſame time, the laſt 
money or tonnage, ſhould be augmented, 
ſo that the ſuitable income or revenue of 
the admiralty ſhould be maintained. 


*4. . 0d principle article, conſiſted in 
the regulations or limits of the porto franco, 


whereby ſome goods ſhould be abſolutely 


exempted from all outward and inward 


| duty, and other S ſhould pay upon impor 4 | 


tation ; but upon exportation the merchant 
ſhould 


in the NR TUrRLAUDS. 


ſhould have the duty repaid, in imitation 
of the Engliſh draw back. 14 

Moſt part of people, of all dalla and 

conditions, in theſe ſeveral provinces, were 


much intereſted in this ſcheme, one way 
or another, and accordingly put ſuch 


conſtructions upon, and drew ſuch infe- 


rences from it, as their different views, 


civil offices, places or employments, led 
them. Several printed papers appeared in 


its favour, and ſeveral were publiſhed 


againſt it; the admiralty of Holland was 


diſpoſed to make a trial of it for a limited 


time; but the admiralty of Zealand, did 
not incline to approve of it, but were 
willing at laſt, to accept of it on ſeveral 


conditions. The fixth of which was, that 


the Scotch ſtaple at Campvere, ſhould not 
ſuffer any damage by it. What ſucceſs 
might have attended this propoſal, is un- 
certain, but the fears and hopes awakened 
by it, were ſoon over, by the unexpected, 
and univerſally lamented death, of that 
moſt amiable Prince, on the 22d of Octo- 
ber following. 
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This melancholly event put an end to 
all converſation about it, and the project 
ſeemed to lie dormant, until the begin- 
ning of the year 1753, when it was again 


_ revived with great appearances of its be- 


ing ſoon carried into a law. None had 


more reaſon to be attentive to the recepti- 
on or oppoſition the ſcheme of the porto 
frünco might meet with, than the magiſ- 


trates and inhabitants of the town of 
Campvere, conſidering that the beſt and 


moſt conſiderable branch of their intereſt, 


depends upon the Scotch trade; which if 


they ſhould be deprived of, every perſon 


who has any acquaintance with the ſtaple 


port, is convinced that the conſequences 


of it would be very quickly and Rady 


felt. | 
About the end of April 1754, the 
burgomaſter of Campvere, Mr. William 
Scherer, (who is at preſent Raad's Heer, 


or counſellor, or conſtituent member of | 
the States of Zealand) informed the Scotch 
factors in Campvere, that porto franco 


was again in agitation, and her Royal High- 
| nels; 


in the NETHERLANDS. 1 


neſs the Princeſs of Orange, was reſolved 1783. 
to uſe all her intereſt to have it brought 
about; but at the ſame time, ſhe had the- 
intereſt of that town much at heart, and 
wanted to do ſomething in its favour 
upon this occaſion. In conſequence 
whereof, he was impowered from the 
Hague, to let the factors know, that their 
opinion with regard to the ſtaple port, 
and the beſt means they could think of to 
preſerve their own intereſt, if put into 
_ vriting, and commited to tim, ſhould be 
duly taken care of, and ſent to her Highneſs, 
which might poſſibly have a good effect. 
much the more he thought they were en- 
couraged to do ſo, that her Royal High- 
nels was much diſpoſed to give her con- 
ſent to any reaſonable propoſal which 
might be offered, for making up the loſs 
the town ſhould ſuſtain, by being deprived. 
of the ſtaple trade, or that the merchants. 
and factors concerned in it might ſuffer ; 
at the ſame time he told them, that if any 
thing of this kind could be done, there 
was no time to loſe; and therefore he 


hoped 
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hoped they would make 8 convenient 
diſpatch. 
They had amel meetings acevtdingly, 
the clerk or ſecretary of the town of Camp- 
vere (having at this time a commiſſion on 


the deputy's abſence at London on ac- 
count of his health) met with them, but 


underſtanding very little Engliſh, | conſi- 


dering likewiſe his office, told them, it 


was very inconvenient for him to attend 


their meetings, and therefore they were 
not to expect him; that even without him, 


they would have more freedom to conſult 
together in their own language; wiſhing 
them ſucceſs in any reſolutions they ſhould 


agree upon, in an affair of ſo much con- 


ſequence to the town, and the ſtaple trade, 
and to their own particular intereſt; being 


indeed, a perſon of a very good character, 


and a ſincere well-wiſher to the proſperity 
of the town and the ſtaple port, 


Upon this emergency, they unanimouſly 


applied to me, defiring my aſſiſtance, in 


drawing up their memorial to her Royal 


Highneſs, from ſuch information as they 
would afford from their books, and the pre- 


ſent 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


ſent ſtate of their trade ; and likewiſe to 


write to the Conſervator at Edinburgh, to 


requeſt the royal burroughs to write to her 
Royal Highneſs, and the magiſtrates of 


Campvere, and do what we might think. 
would be the moſt adviſeable and effectual 


means for preſerving the preſent advanta- 
ges of the ſtaple port, which would be- 


come uſeleſs, and even hurtful to the 


Scotch trade, if it ſhould be deprived of 
its privileges, by the porto franco being eſta- 
bliſhed. This deſire was readily com- 


plied with; and accordingly the factors, 
gave me ſuch reports or extracts from their 


books, as proper materials for the memo- 


rial. It was drawn up, and tranſlated into 


Dutch, dated the 18th, and delivered next 
day to the burgomaſter, who promiſed to 


tranſmit-it to her Royal Highneſs, It would 
enlarge this performance too much to in- 


ſert it here, ſuch as it is. There is a copy 
of it ſtill by me, numbered as in che 
| margin, 

Mean while, the Conſervator being ac- 
quainted of the imminent danger the 
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ſtaple trade might be in, if ſomething was 


not done as ſpeedily as poſſible to prevent 


it. Without delay he wrote to her royal 
Highneſs, and likewiſe to the magiſtrates 


of Campvere, both of which, came to 


hand on the laſt day of May, and were de- 
livered to the burgomaſter, the one to be 
forewarded to the Hague, and the other 


to be laid before the town council; who | 


deſired that the Conſervator ſhould know 
what ſteps had been taken already, or 


might be taken from time to time, that 
he might have the advice of his friends, 


and eſpecially the aſſiſtance of the royal 
burroughs, upon an affair which demand- 
ed the moſt ſerious deliberation, which 


Was accordingly done, and he repreſented 5 
what meaſures had been followed for the 


ſecurity and intereſt of the Scotch 
trade. 

This affair, which as I have faid, was 
the ſubject of general converſation, by 
degrees fell from that ſerious attention 
which the novelty of it at firſt awaken- 
cd. No more publick reſolutions being 

| taken 
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taken about it, they imagined, as it uſu- 


ally happens in ſuch caſes, that it would 
drop altogether; but a few months 
thereafter, they were convinced that the 
ſcheme was far from being either forgot 


or laid aſide. The States of Holland, were 


in the mean time applying themſelves with 
great zeal to ſet it forward, which appear- 
ed by their advice, as it is called, or plan 


32 
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of a porto franco, dated September 28, and seie as. 


printed, conſiſting of about forty ſheets of 
paper in folio, where there is a liſt of goods 


annexed, differing in ſeveral particulars 
from that of the Prince of Orange's plank 
in Auguſt 1751. + 
This awakened the concern of the ma- 
giſtrates, inhabitants, factors, and mer- 
chants in Campvere once more. Our con- 
verſations began again, and many confe- 
rences were held with the burgomaſter 
Schorer,, about the Scotch trade; what 


could be done to preferve it, and confine 


the ſtaple goods to Campvere, with their 
preſent privileges; and if the advice of the 
states of Holland ſhould be approved 
and adopted by the other provinces of the 

Republick. 
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Republick. He deſired a full liſt of the 
Scotch goods, of the charges upon them 
to Rotterdam, and that a letter might be 
wrote the Conſervator at Edinburgh, ac- 
quainting him with what had been reſolved 


on by the States of Holland, and to aſk his 


advice as to what he thought proper ſhould 
be done, as it might prove very ferious 
to all intereſted in it. Accordingly I wrote 
him an account how the affair ſtood. 

A few days thereafter, the factors were 
informed, that the magiſtrates wanted | 


their obſervations on the States of Hol- 


land's printed liſt, to be laid before the 


States of Zealand, who were to meet on 


the 7th of November; and that another 


letter might be wrote the Conſervator; 
having ſtill time enough to ſuggeſt any 
thing new, for the freedom and advantage 
of the ſtaple, as it was probable, their 
Noble Mightineſſes, the States of Zealand, 
would not come to a reſolution. ſo ſud- 
denly, which accordingly was done. 

On the ziſt, there was a conference 
with the magiſtrates and factors, in pre- 


ſence of one of the members s Of the coun- 
cil 


in the Nemiten LANDS. 
ell of State (the late Graaf or Earl Vetelſt) 


vrhere I was deſired to attend. We endea- 
voured at that time; to lay before him tlie 
ſufferings-of the /tawn, and othets, if the 
ſcheme ſucceeded. He feplied, that her 


Royal Hightieſs was much diſpoſet to en- 
courage the Scotch trade, f and protect: the 


tovrn of Campvere; the intereſt of which, 


ſue had much at heart; being at the ſame 
time convinced, that the: preſent ſcheme 
was for the benefit of the Republick j in 


general; and was much inclined to en- 
courage it. However, it was propaſed and 
agreed to, that a writing ſhould-be drawn 
up by the magiſtrates; contaihing ther fac - 
tors remarks on the the porto franco in 


general, and its effects upon the ſtaple 


port. in particular; which they promiſed 
to make uſe of, for the intereſt of the 
Scotch trade, and their own town; which 


they were convinced behoved to ſtan! or 
fall together. 


AK fpaper fübſeribe by all the faffors, 1 
preſented to the burgomaſter, accompa- 


nied with a liſt from them, of the ſtaple 
goods and charges upon them. 


Rr The 


Novr. Sth. 


No. 6, 


Novr, roth. | 


Novr. 25th, 


Deer. 1. 
No. 7. 


The magiſtrates made a very good ufe 
of theſe materials furniſhed them, and 


likewiſe entered very heartily into a cauſe, 
which they could, not but look upon of 
the higheſt. moment and importance to 
themſelves and the inhabitants. They 


agreed to a paper dated the 1oth Novem- 


ber, called their advice, and ordered it to 
be preſented to the States of Zealand, 
which was done on the 1 th following 
which I tranſlated, together with: a letter 
to the Conſervator, and another. to the 
royal burroughs, from the. town, which 


were ſent to Edinburgh. 
In this advice, the magiſtrates expreſs, 2 


very ſenſible feeling for the inhabitants 
and all concerned in the ſtaple trade of 4 
their town: © they can do no leſs,” fay 
they, " than: to lay their. matureſt thoughts 
and conſiderations, in confequence of the 
- moſt ſacred engagements, they are under 
before your noble mightineſs the States of 
Zealand, to ſhew thats their fears are far 
from being groundleſs, and that they are 


perſwaded, if their aſſiſtance and aid does 
not come from an higher hand, there is 2 
2 2 Phe 
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cloud n over their heads, which 


will burſt at laſt: but that it is their duty 
likewiſe, to uſe all precautions to prevent 
this dreadful ſtorm, at leaſt to break it in 


ſome meaſure, that they may not entirely 
periſh f in it.“ 


They obſerve likewiſe, that as her Royal 


Highneſs had declared her great anxiety a- 


bout this important affair, deſiring all con- 
cerned to make their remarks upon it, 
that from all theſe taken together, one 
general ſcheme may be formed, in order 


to redreſs the commerce ſo much decayed : 
after which they proceed to lay before 


their noble mightineſſes the reaſons of their 
_ apprehenſion , and. fear, if the advice of 


Holland ſhould paſs into a law; as it will 


affect the Scotch Trade, which has always 


been carried on in their town, without 


paying any inward duty, from ſeveral con- 
ſiderations; ſuch as, the connexion of the 


town with the ſtaple trade; its preſent 


decayed ſtate; the deſtructive conſequences 
of the porto franco to its inhabitants, that 
not only Campvere, but even the Pr. 
of Zealand reap many advantages from it; 


they 
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they propoſe remedies for preſerving the 
ſame, ſuppoſing't the plan ſhould be execute, 
witll the ways and means of preventing 
frauds and abuſes, and the inconvenien- 


cies arifing thereftom; they lay before 


them the ſolemn obligations and* engage» 


| ments they are under, by their contract 


with the royal burroughs; not only with 
the knowledge, but with the approbation 
and ratification of their Noble Mi ghtineſſes 


as ſovereigns of the province, and: of the 


Stadholder as ; their Marquis; they ſhew 


likewiſe the loſſes tlie Scotch nation would 


ſaffer if the contract ſhould be rendered 
void and: uſeleſs, and the complaints they 
might juſtly make, not only of them, but 
off the States likewiſe, both being under- 
ſtood! to be contracting parties. TTY 
All: theſe particulars arg regularly. ſtated, 


and infiſted on at great lengtli, with ; 


many arguments zealouſſy and warmly 
urged, with a particular ſtrength and ener- 
oye of expreſſion, to ſupport a cauſe they 
were by ſo many ties engaged to maintain. 
In their letter which accompanied this 


memo: 


in the NE TRI RLANDS” 


memorial, ſent to the royal burrouglis, 
they. conclude with theſes words: We 
wiſh our endeavours, Right Honourable and” 
Honourable, may be attended with ſucceſs; 


and that the good underſtanding, and 


friendly correſpondence, which have ſub 
ſiſted fo many years between the royal bur- 
roughs and us, may yet long continue to 
out mutual ſatisfaction, and tlie proſperity 


of the merchants wy ſubjets' in both 
countries.“ e 


The committee of the royal dd 
u rote a letter (2 th November,) to the 
the town, ſubſcribed: by the Conſervator; 
exprefling their great confidence in the 
States of Zealand keeping to their treaty, 


and in the countenance of her Royal 


Highneſs, in whatever concerns the in- 
tereſt of the Scotch trade. 


All probable meaſures were taken by 


the ſeveral parties, to bring the porto 

franco to a bearing, or to oppoſe and put 
A ſtop to it altogether. I ſhall only take 
notice on this occaſion, of what: relates to 


me Scotch court, as perhaps it may be of 


Fervies to it, in caſe a project of this 
kind 


\ 
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kind ſhould be offered in time coming 3. 6. 
it was acknowledged by. all, that many 
articles in the advice of Holland, required 


2 ſerious attention, relating to the inward 


— a 1141 


and. tranſit duties; which was owned, at the 


3 1 0 


ſame time might be done, and yet the pri- 


3A 


vileges and advantages of the ſtaple might 


be continued a and kept intire. 2 


5 43 44 


The Committee of che St. of Zealand, 
gidered. their advice. to be priuted, contain- 


ing 32 pages in folio, which was ſent by 


the burgomaſter to me, that I might de- 
Hre, the factors to make their remarks, 


ſince there Was ſtill an opportunity, as the 


Rates had not yet taken their final reſolu- 


tion, nor fixed any time for diſpatching 
their deputies to the Hague; which was 


done. I ſhall quote a few. paſſages from 


this advice, to prove how,much the inter- 


eſt of the Scutch court was regarded, and 
its privileges made uſe of as an argument 
againſt taking off the duty of the nn. 
goods. 
In heir introduction they ho notice if | 
an advice from the town of Midleburgh, 
che the 6th Dec. the advice of the Admiralty 
of 
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of Zealand. dated 17th Nov. and a writ- 


ten propoſal, 1;th Nov. preſented: by the 


town of Campvere. After examining the 


articles in the liſt of the advice of Holland, 
and taking the ſcheme in general under 
their conſideration, they expreſs themſelyes 
in the following manner : | 

© Before we proceed to racks . 
remarks upon the plan of the porto franc, 
accompanied with the reſolution of the St. 
of Holland and W. Frieſland, their No- 


ble Mightineſſes muſt firſt of all declare, 


that in all events, it muſt be expreſſly 


conſented; agreed to, and underſtood, that 


the town of Campvere ſhall continue to 
enjoy their ſtaple contract in allits privi- 
leges with reſpect to the Scotch goods; 


and that the contract ſuffer no manner of 


injury, either directly or indirectly, by 


any new law (Placaat) that may be pub- 


liſhed. And further, the ſtaple goods of 
the Scotch court, ſhall continue to pay the 
fame duty as they do at preſent : any pro- 
poſal to diminiſh or take away the ſame 
in the new liſt notwithſtanding. 

| 2 Their 
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1780. « Their Noble Mightinelles expect id 

oppoſition will be made to this demand F 

_ conſidering, that the .Sevtch court hath 
ſubſiſted with conſent and agreement of 
ihe ſovereigns of this country, long before 
duties upon goods outward and inward, 
were brought under the direction and go- 
wernment of the St. General. And when 
theſe duties were given up :to-be regulated 
by them, it can never be ſuppoſed, that 

any province or particular town, being 
members of the ſtate, have tenounced-any 
of: their privileges, which they were legal- 
ly poſſeſſed of before, or that they had 
ſubmitted, or yielded to the taking of them 
away in prejudice of their on intereſt; 

fat leſs can it be done withaut cheir con- 
ſent. 4+ 

4 Tt is 3 chat! the 3 court 

fan 14. never can have ſtood upon any other foot- 
yi. ing in this country, oonſidering that it not 
only bath been allowed to ſubſiſt for many 
years, but likewiſe is acknowledged by 

the States General themſelves: beſides, in 

a reſolution of their High Mightineſſes, 


14th April 1674, whereby the — 
_ 
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ind privilege of ſtaple goods was to be 
taken away altogether. In this reſolution 


there is only mention made of Engliſh 


goods; undoubtedly for this reaſon, that 
they were well acquainted with, and fully 


convinced of the legal privileges belonging 


to the Scotch ſtaple goods. And in the 
fame manner have theſe privileges been 
preſerved to them ſince that time; and 
upon that account, his Majeſty King 
William of glorious memory, found no 
difficulty to agree to, and ratify with his 
ſpecial conſent; the continuation of the 
foreſaid Scotch court, in the year 1698. 
We ſhall not inſiſt juſt now, at great 
er length upon the legal privileges of the 
town of Campvere, but only take notice, 
that their High Mightineſſes, by their own 
reſolution, Nov. 21ſt, 1725, have not in 
the leaſt called in queſtion the legal eſta- 
bliſhment of the above-mentioned court. 


But all they do is only ſuggeſting, that 


under the pretext or name of ſtaple goods, 
a great many frauds were committed; and 


Rat the publick intereſt requires, that 
6 — theſe 
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theſe frauds ſhould be prevented: in ſo 
much, that their High Mightineſſes have 

clared, that they are willing the ſaid court 
1 continue, providing that proper pre- 


cautions were taken to put a ſtop to the 


ſaid frauds. 

„ Whereupon their N. M. ſhall only 
Ge that it cannot be reconciled with 
the principles of common equity and juſ- 
tice, that the town of Campvere, becauſe 
of any pretended inconveniencies to the 
publick,. and. by the commiſſion of ſome 
frauds alledged to ariſe from their fore- 


_ aid privileges; that therefore they muſt. 
be deprived of all their rights: and liber- 


ties, and totally. ruined. For beſides theſe, 
there are ſeveral. other cuſtoms, and ſtaple. 


duties, that muſt- be conſidered as no leſs 


hurtful to the common good, but they 
muſt, notwithſtanding, be preſerved, and 


ſuſtained as the privileges or prerogatives 


of reſpective provinces or towns; never- 
theleſs their Noble Mightineſſes are wil- 
ling to concur with their High Mighti- 
neſſes, to which the Magiſtrates of Camp 


vere have very heartily conſented, and of- 


exe 


in the NETHERLANDS. 
fered their aſſiſtance, to put in practice 
ſuch means as may be judged moſt need- 
ful and effectual, to prevent theſe frauds 


ſo much dreaded.” 
There was likewiſe a printed paper, en- 


titled a miſſive from the Deputies of the 


Admiralty to their Noble Mightineſſes the 
States of Zealand, 23d January, contain- 


ing a great many amendments upon the. 


liſt approved by Holland, that they might 
be prepared for a meeting of the Depu- 


ties of the reſpe&tive Admiralties, with 


their High Mightineſſes at the Hague, on 
the 14th of February enſuing: what con- 
cerned the ſtaple goods was extracted from 

it. 5 


It was now generally thought that all 


oppoſition to the porto franco would be 
overcome; which engaged the Magiſtrates 


and the factors to exert themſelves to the 
utmoſt, that the Scotch Court ſhould ſuf- 


fer as little as poſſible by it. What- 


ever amendments were propoſed, were 


tranſmitted to the States of Zealand, In- 


ſtructions were delivered to their deputies, 
dated February 1th, expreſſing their ar- 
dent 
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dent defire to preſerye the ſtaple with al 
its privileges. 


They: are inſtructed to conform themſelves 
to the contents of the report and advice 


of the admiralty, in ſo far only as they 


are conſiſtent with the privileges of the 
ſtaple port, inſiſting, e That goods of the 
ſame ſpecies, with the ſtaple, muſt con- 
tinue charged with the ſame duties, other- 


wiſe the Scotch nation would have no 
manner of reaſon to bind themſelves by a 


ſpecial contract, to tranſport their good; ; 


through this town, w which muſt coſt them 
a conſiderable charge, and therefore would 


ſend them directly to Holland, the place 
of conſumpt, that they might have the 


ſame advantages with other nations; and 


it is certain, that if the contract is to con- 
tinue, then all goods of the ſame deno- 
mination, muſt likewiſe continue upon the 
former footing. If this had not been in 
view, then the liſt of the year 1725, 
would haye made reſtrictions, but there 
is none.” They obviate an objection, which 
was thought by many to be very plauſible, 
VIZ. That the town would make its ad- 

vantage 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


vantage by goods of the ſame ſpecies com- 
ing from other places directly to Camp- 
vere, to diſcharge their loading, and tranſ- 
port them to Holland, being free of in- 
ward duty, under the pretext of ſtaple 
_ commodities. But they obviate all ob- 
jections of this kind, by ſhewing that it 
would be very abſurd to imagine, that the 
Engliſh, or other nations, would ſend 
their goods to Scotland, from thence to 
be tranſported to their town, as the freight 
firſt to Scotland, and then to Campvere, 
would be more chargeable, than if they 
ſhould ſend them directly to Holland; 


whereby any exemptions of duty they 
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might expect, would be far overbalanced 


by the charges of tranſporting them. Nor 
was it to be preſumed they would coun- 


tenance any ſuch underhand dealing. They 


inſiſt upon having the clauſe concerning 
goods of the ſame ſpecies inſerted (not to 


mention how advantageous the Scotch ſtaple 


trade was to the whole province, and con- 
ſequently ought to be maintained by the 
province,. not only on that account, but 
likewiſe being ratified by it) hoping there 
will 
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27:4 will be no difficulty found with the province, 
to co-oporate with the Magiſtrates in con. 
formity with their own advice and reſolu- 

tion. 

NEE They conclude, after making ſome re- 
marks upon ſeveral articles of goods, ** that 
they are of opinion, that the Lords of the 
Admiralty of Zealand; ſhould be requeſted . | 

to give their countenance and aſſiſtance to 

their Deputies at the conferences in the 
Hague, to manage this important affair 

to the beſt advantage, and to urge it in 

the moſt preſſing terms; that a limited porto 

franco may be introduced, agreeably to the 

amendments made by this province; and 

that a ſerious reflection be made upon, and 

ſuch a juſt attention given to it, as is re- 

| _ quiſite to the ſmall remains of a provincial, 

decayed and languiſhing trade; and the 

3 preſervation of the legal privileges of the 
i Scotch ſtaple, as they the Deputies ſhall | 


0, from their judgment, knowledge and ex- 

| perience be convinced are neceſſary.” . 
3 Before the Deputies ſet out for the 1 
Hague, the Magiſtrates gave the ſtrongeſt i 
| and moit undeniable proof, how far they | 


| in- 
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intended to carry their oppoſition, if the 77, 
ſcheme had at this time met with the 
ſucceſs which in all probability it would, 
not only by oppoſing it openly, but, if it 
ſhould be carried againſt their expectation, 7g 
formally to proteſt againſt it. 8 
The town's deputies hk ſet out for- 
the Hague, the 24th, arrived the 29th, 
ſaid there till the 6th of April, and re- 
turned on the 8th. This is taken notice 
of, becauſe a few days thereafter, there 
was a conference with burgomaſter Scho- 
ter, concerning the articles of the ſtaple 
goods which were of the greateſt conſe- 
quence, ſuppoſing ſome others might be 
given up. But, as it may eaſily be believed, 
the anſwer to this was, that the factors 
had no authority to make any compo- 
fition of this kind; beſides, ſome of 
theſe of leſs conſequence at preſent, in 
the courſe of trade might become more 
valuable and conſiderable; but the Con- 
fervator ſhould be informed of this pro- 
poſal, that the royal burroughs might 
take it under their deliberation, and con- 
ſult with the magiſtrates, as they were the 
contracting 
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contracting parties, and the befl judges; 
what conceſſion or alterations might be 
made in the liſt of ſtaple goods * this 


occaſion. 
The deputies preſented to the ainght 


trates of the town, a narrative of their 


tranſactions at the Hague, where they 
preſented a memorial to her Royal High- 
neſs the governante, That ſhe might 
have a more full and circumſtantial view 
of their requeſt, for preſerving and main- 
taining their legal privileges, in the conti- 
namen of the Scotch trade, within their 
town.” 


Her Royal Highneſs was | pleaſed to 
expreſs herſelf in the moſt obliging man- 
ner, declaring ** that the deputation to her 
was perfectly agreeable; that it would 
give her the greateſt concern, if a neceſ- 
fity of redreſſing the general trade of the 
country, ſhould be attended with any par- 
ticular prejudice to the town of Campvere; 


that the obligations ſhe lay under to the 
magiſtrates and inhabitants of it, were too 


great, not to be remembered and ac- 
knowledged upon all occaſions; and that 
for 
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for her part, ſhe would do all i in her pow 


er, and uſe all proper means to prevent 


its loſs or ruin; and would endeavour to 
preſerve theſe privileges belonging to the 
town, which ſhe was perſonally bound 
and engaged to maintain. But upon the 
other hand, ſhe was not only fully con- 
vinced of the abſolute neceſſity of redreſ- 
ſing the decayed trade of the Republick, 
but ſhe looked upon herſelf as bound to 
proſecute that affair, with all rhanner of 


5 diligence, and bring it to a ſpeedy con- 


cluſion; being likewiſe an affair, which 
was moſt ſerioully and earneſtly recom- 


mended by her illuſtrious conſort, a ſhort 


time before his death.“ 


The deputies el no pains to dif- 
charge their commiſſion, and accompliſh 
the deſign of their conſtituents, in ſend- 


ing them to the Hague, where they had 


many conferences with the deputies of the 
other provinces, and depended much upon 
the countenance and favour of her Royal 


Highneſs, who had expreſſed herſelf ſo 
affectionately for their town. And on the 
4th of April, they preſented to her, an 

Tt addreſs 
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addreſs | in the moſt elegant and pathetick 
language: a few expreſſions of which I 
mall tranſcribe, tho” the whole of it de- 


: ſerves to be inſerted. 


The deliberations, of ſay they, con- 


cerning the redreſs of the decayed trade 
upon the plan of your illuſtrious conſort, 
of immortal memory, being now brought 


to that maturity and ripenels, by the re- 


i ſpective provinces, admiralties, and parti- 
eular towns, fo that in a ſhort time their 
feveral advices will be win to to be laid be- 


+ FIGP & V+ 


Helpeftive conſtituent Wader. may finiſh 


that important work, according to your 
Royal Highneſs's good intention: our 


conſtituents foreſeeing certain unhappy 


and fatal conſequences that muſt follow, 


in caſe the town of Campvere ſhould not 
be maintained in their privileges, with 
reſpect to the Scotch court, to demonſtrate 
which in the cleareſt manner, they thought 


themſelves obliged to appoint a ſpecial 
commiſſion to your Royal Highneſs, which 


we flatter ourſelves, will not be diſagree- 


able 
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able to your Royal Highneſs—as they are 


under oath to maintain thele privileges, 
to which they have fo ſolemnly ſworn | 
an oath, no magiſtrate i is at liberty to re- 
nounce, eſpecially when the ſacrificing 
theſe prerogatives would neceſſarily tend 


to the deſtruction of their town and inha- 
bitants; not to mention, that your Royal 
Highneſs behoved to ſuſtain in your own 
property, a conſiderable | loſs—There is 
one reflexion to be made, which we hope 
will merit your Royal Highneſs's ſpecial 
attention That hitherto, we the depu- 
ties from Campvere, are poſitive, that 


none of the members of the Republick, in 


any of their advices or memorials, have 


undertaken to prove, that the privileges 
of the Scotch court, ſuppoſing they ſhould 


be maintained, could do any harm to the 
general trade, or that they would be any 


impediment to the ſucceſs of it. How is 


it poſſible, that ſixteen or ſeventeen arti- 
cles of different kinds, which is all that 


is permitted by the ſtaple contract, can be 


any argument againſt the redreſs pro- 


poſed, of the languiſhing ſtate of com- 
| | merce 
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merce in this country; when it is certain, 


that the Scotch ſtaple ſubſiſted, while the 


trade of this Republick was in the moſt 


flouriſhing condition. It ſhall never be 
thought, that the illuſtrious houſe of 
Orange, eſpecially as now cloathed with 
a high: and ſovereign character, ſhould 


ſtand in the way of theſe antient privi- 
leges, which has conſented to, and rati- 


fied this contract at preſent ſubſiſting 
The only means, illuſtrious Princeſs, 


whereby this poor town of Campvere, | 


and its dejected inhabitants, can ſubſiſt, 


is in the continuance and protection of the 


Scotch ſtaple, which is to be done no 
other way, than by continuing the ſame 
daties upon all goods of the ſame kind 
and denomination, that were laid upon 


them, according to the liſt (book of rates) 
of the year 1725—If the cauſe of the ad- 


vantages of theſe privileges be taken away, 


all the conſequences and effects of them 


muſt fall in courſe It is impoſſible to 
think upon theſe melancholly events, 


without being deeply moved; and how 


can jt be otherwiſe, when we repreſent 
5 1 to 
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to ourſelves, that the town, the object of 175 
our care, ſhould be reduced to a ſituation, 
no better, but even worſe, than a few 
fiſhers hamlets ; which in conſequence, in 
every reſpect, muſt become inſignificant 
in itſelf, uſeleſs to the province, and a 
burthen to the Republick. For theſe 
reaſons, we the commiſſioners, in the 
diſcharge of theſe inſtructions we have re- 
ceived, implore in the moſt earneſt man- 
her, your Highneſs's kind protection ; at 
the ſame time laying at your Highneſs's 
feet, either the well- being, or abſolute 
ruin of our town, and its inhabitants. 
This protection we implore in their name, 
and in name of the royal burroughs of 
| Scotland ; giving your Royal Highneſs 
the moſt perfect aſſurance of the continu- 
ance of that zeal and affection, to which 
our town is ſo ſtrictly bound and engaged, 
and that in no event, is ever to be diſſolv- 
ed, &c.” rs 
The Princeſs gave a very favourable 
anſwer to this elegant addreſs, declaring 
ſhe would do every thing that was practi- 
cable, for preventing the ruin and irrepa- 
rable 
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rable loſs of the town, and would think 


upon ſome meaſures for its good, if not 


SY. + S.% + © 


; prejudicial to the intereſt of the trade of 


the Republick : at the ſame time defired 


the deputy to take the porto franco under 


their further confideration, that ſhe 4 


5 


e 


momentuous affair ſhould be brought to a © 


concluſion, by the conferences of the re- 
ſpective admiralties, and ſhould be ſent to 
the ſeveral members of the Republick, to 
have their laſt and final approbation. 
The deputies, after preſenting their 
memorial to the Princeſs, had not much 


reaſon to promiſe themſelves any great 
encouragement from the meetings they | 


had with the ſecretary, and others at the 
Hague; they perſiſted however in their 


reſolution, to maintain their contract, and | 


protect the Scotch privileges, fo neceſſary 


to the well-being and Fefe of their 


town . 


This narrative, of a akin length, | 


| tranſlated without loſs of time, and ſent 
it 
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it to che Coiſervator. Soon after this, I 
went to Edinburgh, and carried a letter 
from bu  rgomaſter Schoter, 'to'the Conſer- 
vator. The affair was ' become ſo feriots, 
that theſe who were 'beſt acquainted, and 
me ed to encourage the ſtaple poft, 


thought the \moſt proper and "expeditions | 


« «© 4 


meaſure would be, to ſend a commiſſioner 


from the Toyal bürroù hs, to the Hague, 


as of more weight and influence, than any 
memorials or letters WII ritten by them to 


the perſons concerned, and Who were tec- 


koned either | friends or enemies toit in 
Holland; Which Was to be laid before them 


"at their next meering, or general conven- 


tion, in the month of Joly. "Meanwhile, 
the Conſctvator deſired 1 would take a 
deputation from him, confidering the pre- 
ſent critical circutfiſtances and frtuation 
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of the intereſt of the "ſtaple port; which 


on that account, being accepted of, he 
wrote likewiſe a letter to the burgomaſter, 
acquainting him with it; and the com- 
miſſion on my arrival being delivered to 
the magiſtrates, was inſerted in the regiſ- 
ters of the town. 

At 


May. 
No. 14. 


May. 


june 26th, 


June 29th, 


o. 15. 
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25% n At the convention of the royal bur= 
dere.  roughs, upon application from the con- 
ſervator and preſident (the Lord Provoſt of 

Edinburgh) there was a letter ſigned 
by him, in their name, and by their ap- 
pointment, to her Royal Highneſs, en- 
treating her countenance and influence, 
in order to preſerve their privileges, and 
the benefits of the Scotch trade, what- 
ever alterations her Highneſs and the 
States may in their great wiſdom think 
propęr to make in the general courſe of 
trade, in the United Provinces.— Theſe 
privileges being of no ſmall value to their 
_ country, and of the utmoſt conſequence to 
her loyal and affectionate town of Camp- 
vere; which they urge from a concern 
and an attention due from them to the 
; product and navigation of Scotland, their 
fidelity, to the ſtaple contract, their re- 
gard to the parties intereſted in it, the an- 
tiquity of the ſame, ſo frequently renewed 
and ratified by the Princes of Orange, 
and ſo lately ratified by her illuſtrious con- 


| fort, of immortal memory. : 
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A letter of the ſame date, ſubſcribed in Ne 


their name and by their appointment, by 
the preſident, was likewiſe wrote to the 
magiſtrates of Campvere, © acknowledg- 


ing the receipt of ſeveral memorials and 


inſtructions relating to the plan of the porto 
franco; approving of their zeal and dili- 
gence in attending to the intereſt of their 
town, and the privileges of the ſtaple 


contract; that they entered heartily into 
theſe meaſures they had propeſed, to pre- 


ſerve their town from that ruin which 
threatens it; and that the royal burroughs 
may continue in poſſeſſion of theſe advan- 


tages, which Scotland enjoys by it, and 


_ conſequently that the goods of the ſame 


ſpecies, mentioned in the contract, ſhall 


continue to pay the preſent inward duties, 
otherwiſe they would be deprived of what 
the laws of Scotland, and the royal bur- 
roughs have always had in view, by obli- 
ging all their product and manufactures, 


denominated ſtaple, and exported for the 
Low Countries, to. be landed in Camp- 


vere.“ 


7 " * 
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As it had been propoſed by the magi- 
ſtrates, to give up ſome of the articles of 
the ſtaple liſt, as mentioned above, with 


the reaſon why that could not be yielded 1 


by the factors and merchants in Campvere, 
the ſame propoſal being made to the royal 
burroughs; they in this letter, acquaint 
the magiſtrates, That if they find any 
difficulty with reſpect to the article of 


wool, a great deal of which the Rebublick 


is obliged to import for the uſe of their 
manufactures ; the exportation of which, 
by the laws of this country is expreſsly 
prohibited ; therefore they allow this ar- 
ticle to be excepted from paying of the 
inward duty, providing it be agreeable 
to them and the parties concerned, ſo long 


as the laws prohibiting the exportation of | 


wool ſhall continue.“ 
The tranſactions concerning this affair 
were ſtill carrying on, and continued the 


whole ſummer, but people Were kept in = 


doubt what would be the iſſue of i it at laſt. 


It is faid in a letter from the burgomaſter : 
to the Conſervator, © That as to what 


concerns the ſucceſs of the plan, little 


can 
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can be ſaid with any certainty, ſince the 
admiralties and others concerned, are by 
no means of one opinion about it. 
Several meetings were held, in Camp- 
vere, with a view to prevent the Scotch 
court ſuffering by the ſcheme, as much as 
poſſible; and when it was believed that this 
long depending cauſe would be very ſoon 
brought to a concluſion, the factors were 
conſulted as to the form or manner of 
wording the law about their free briefs, 
or paſſports; they defired, if it was prac- 
ticable, that the law ſhould continue as it 
was appointed in the year 1725, as they 


' apprehended, any alteration made would 


be to the prejudice of the ſtaple trade. 
The general opinion hitherto prevailed, 
that this plan, ſo long the object of atten- 
tion of perſons in every rank and ſtation, 
and which had produced ſuch a number of 


advices, remonſtrances, and memorials, 


would ſoon be publiſhed by authority, and 
become the law and regulation of the in- 
ward, otward, and tranſit duties on mer- 


chant gods. But during the courſe of 


the winter following, the converſation be- 


Came 
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came leſs frequent, and it was entirely 
dropt, 


From the above narrative; which I have, 


conſiſtently with its connexion, abridged 


as much as poſſible; it will appear, that 
this affair was looked upon to be of un- 


common moment and importance : : the vi- 
gilence of the factors for their intereſt and 
that of their conſtituents, was exerted as it 


might juſtly and naturally be expected. 


The regard paid to the Scotch court by 


the admiralty and ſtates of Zealand; the 


tender concern of the magiſtrates of Camp- 


vere, for the inhabitants of their town, 
(who have reaſon never to forget the un- 
wearied and indefatigable application of 
burgomaſter Schorer, who ſpared no fa- 
tigue to make himſelf maſter of the ſubject) 
are clearly ſhewn from what is related. 
The Conſervator and the royal burroughs 


manifeſted how much they eſteemed them- 
felves intereſted in the cauſe :- from the 
methods they took by their letters above- 
mentioned, it is abundantly evident, that 


they earneſtly defired to maintain their en- 
gagements, to guard and protect the Scotch 


pri- 
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privileges, ſo fully and ſolemnly ſecured | 


by the ſta ple contract. 


If any ſervice can be derived from the 


account I have given, or the papers which 
I drew up, and tranſlated at that time, to 
our native country, my labour 1s ſuffici- 
ently rewarded. 

If a ſcheme of this kind ſhould be 
brought upon the carpet again, the Scotch 
court, and all who encourage it, will find 


a precedent from what has already been 
done in the years 1753 and 1754; and 
perhaps will not be intirely uſeleſs in time 


to come. 


Article, 


Oe 
2 5 | 
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Articles of the Beagle Contract, with the 
Ampliations and Additions, at preſent © 
ſubffting. 


Art. I. I Mprimis. That for keeping and preſerving the 

ſtrict alliance and friendſhip, which (by God's 
providence) is made between bis moſt ſacred Majeſty of 
Great Britain and the Lords the States General of the U- 
nited Netherlands, and for the long enjoyment of ſo happy 
a peace, the Magiſtrates of this city, in all things according 


to their power, upon all occaſions, ſhall ſeriouſly give a juſt 


and reaſonable demonſtration of their true affection to his 
Majeſty's royal perſon, authority and government, and of : 
their conſtant inclination to the welfare and tranquillity of 


his Majeſty s kingdoms and dominions, and particularly of 
his Majeſty's kingdom of Scotland. And to wake the ſamen 
manifeſt, the ſaid Magiſtrates ſhall, as far as in their power, 


obſtru and hinder the buying or ſelling all manner of am- 


munition of war, weapons offenſive and defenſive, by, or to 

the behoof of any fugitives, rebels, enemies, or others, diſ- 
affected to his Majeſty's roya! perſon and government. As 
allo, fo far as in them lies, to hinder the printing and pnb- 
liſhing of all ſeditivus books and pamphlets within their ju- 
riſdiction: and allo, the tranſporting of them to any of his 


Majeſty's dominionz. And if at time hereafter, the ſame 7 


ſhall be diſcovered by the Conſervator, or his depute, and 
information given to the ſaid Magiſtrates thereof, they ſuall 


cauſe puniſh ſpeedily, the perſons ſo offending (being found 


within their juriſdiction) according to their demerits. 
II. That there ſhall be a firm correſpondence and agree 


ment betwixt the Royal Burroughs of the kingdom of Scot- 


land 
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land and the Magiſtrates of the town of Campvere, with ap- 
probation of his royal Majeſty as Marquis of Campvere, or 
his Commiſſioners for the eſtabliſhment of the Scotch. Staple 
Court within the faid town of Campvere, for the ſpace of 
twenty-one years after the date hereof fixt, and after the 
expiration. of the ſame, for ſo much longer as ſhall hereafter 
be agreed upon by the Royal Burroughs and Town of 
Campvere. But the contract ſhall take its effect with the 


1 


concluding and ſubſcribing of the ſame, by the Commiſſion- 


ers on both ſides; and there to enjoy the privileges and 
immunities mentioned in the following Articles, with all o- 
ther privileges formerly granted by this town by antient 
contracts, eſpecially that of the year 1612, (except in ſo far 


as it may be innovate by this agreement, or by what may 


5 5 
>»? 


be agreed upon hereafter) for the further encouragement of 
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- the ſaid intercourſe of trade; and that the. Magiſtrates of . 
the ſaid town of e mall give publick aſſurance, 38 
that during the whole time of this agreement, the ſaid Con- = 
ſervator, and all others having dependence upon the fad . tn 
ſtaple court, may have a free and ſafe conduct and protecti- WM _ 
on witbin this town, and that they, with their families and te 
goods may peaceably dwell and negotiate there, and in the | 4 

Juriſdiction thereof. | * 
III. In regard that all fraple commeticie that come from MI l 
the kingdom of Scotland, are the natural product of that - 
country, molt part of them unmanufactured, by which mean iv 
the town of Campvere, and other towns of the provinces, | Ing 
bare the conveniency and advantage of reducing the ſaid } a 
commodities into ſeveral manufactures fit for uſe, whereby | * 
they reap a greater bepeſit than the people of the Scotch 4 
nation : Therefore it is by this article agreed, that all the 5 
21d ſtaple commodities may be freely imported to this town 11 5 


without 


without paying any toll or cuſtom, as is here called, incom- 


ing, convoy, licent-money, vylgelt-money, and laſt- gelt - 


money, upon any of the Scotch ſhips er other veſſels what- 


ſoever belonging to them, and from all other impoſitions 
preſent and future. And that all reſidenters belonging, or 
any way depending upon the ſtaple court, may be free to 


enjoy all the privileges and freedoms that the burghers 


themſelves do enjoy within the town and juriſdiction there- 


of, And by this article it is agreed, that the goods follows 
ing are and ſhall be repute ſtaple goods, and no others, viz. 
all ſorts of wool, woollen and linen yarn, all woollen and 


linen manufactures, hides and ſkins of all ſorts, plaiding, 
kerſeys, Scotch cloths, ſtockings, ſalmon, tallow, oil, and 


all ſorts of barrel fleſh, pork, butter, and leather dreſſed and | 


undreſſed : as alto, in reſpect that ſalmon is ſuch a tender and 
periſhable commodity, it is hereby declared, that ſuch quan- 


tities thereof as come from Scotland to Campvere after the 
firſt of October yearly; the ſamen ſhall not ly longer there 


than to the firſt of November next following : and.in caſe ſal- 


mon come after the firſt of November, that the owners, af= 
ter unloading of the ſame ſalmon (being put in packhouſes or 


cellars) after making due and publick. ſale within Campvere, 
mall have freedom to go with the ſame ſalmon where they 
pleaſe, and to tranſport the fame where they may have beſt 


ſale thereof, without paying any other thing but the Conſer- 
vator's dues. And ſicklike it is hereby declared, that ſtock- 


ings being a eoniinolity that is not frequently vended at the. 


ſtaple port, it ſhall be leiſome to the merchant, owner there 
of, (in caſe there be no opportunity to ſell the ſame, after 
that firſt an offer of ſale is made duly and publickly, with- 
in two months after importing the ſame to Campvere) to 


tranſport the lame to any other port, where they may have 
XX | beſt 


4 : * be - 
— —y— —— — — —j— ne. | 5 


i. 


338 


Of the Score TRADE 


beſt ale thereof, and that without payment of any impoſta, 
except the Conſervator's dues allenarly. 

IV. That the Lord Conlervator, without let, hind+ 
rance, or moleſtation, may exerciſe juriſdiction in all caſey, 


civil and criminal, over the perſons and goods. of all thoſe 


who belong to the Scotch ſtaple; as alſo over all others 


of the Scotch nation already dwelling, or which ſhall here- 


after dwell, remain. or lodge within the town of Campvere, 


or freedom thereof; ſo that no magiſtrate or judge of this 


town, ſhall have power to determine in, or upon, any queſ- 
tion or difference, civil or criminal, at any. time happening, 
between two of the Scotch nation: But the caſe ſhall be 


only pleaded, adjudged, and by definitive ſentence, deter- 
mined by the court of the Conſervator, and that without 


contradiction or apeal, And, in caſe of ingjvility, conteny 
tion, oppoſition or,reſutanca, the ſaid magiſtrates of Camp, 


vere, ſhall afford the Conſervator, or his Deputy, all help 


and aſſiſtance to. bring the offender to uſual and deſerved 
puniſhment, And that all acts, ordinances, ſentences and 


decrees made and given in the Conſervator's court, as alſo 


all certiſicates and letters teſtimonial, given, acknowleged, 
and granted under the hand of the Conſeryator, or his Dez 
pute and Secretary, with the Office: Seal thereto affixed 


or appended, ſhall be holden and eſteemed, iu all caſes ei- a 


ther civil or criminal, as obliging, legal, and authentick, 
ro all intents and purpoſes, as any other given and 
granted, by the magiſtrates or judges. of this town, in caſes 
belonging to their juriſdiction. And a liſt ſhall be given 


within ſix weeks, after the approbation of this contract, of 


loch perſons as lire under the Scotch court, or, thereafter 
ſhall come to live from time to time. 


e 
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V. If any queſtion, or action civil ſhall fall out, be- 


tween any of the Scotch nation, and apy, of the inhabitants 
of this town of Campveve, either native or ſtranger, in 


that caſe the . plaintiff, or firſt complainer, he being a 
Seotchman, hall be obliged firſt of all, to apply himſelf to 


the Conſervator, or his Depute, and being a Dutchman to 


the Magiſtrates, that there may be arbitrators nominate 
over the buſineſs in queſtion ; ' and the ſaid Conſervator to- 


gether with the magiſtrates, ſhall upon either fide yearly, 
name three arbitrators, the preſent to include the abſent, | 
that may freely cognoſce, arbitrate and determine, upon 


the ſaid differences; and the ſentence and decreets to paſs 
by them, upon the agreement or willing ſubmiſſion of the 
parties, ſhall be holden as valid to all intents and purpo- 


ſes, as if the ſame were paſſed in judgment before the Ma- 
piſtrates of this town, or Conſervator's court. And that 


all ſuch decreets and ſentences arbitral ſo given, ſhall with 


all expediton, according to the privileges of this town, and 
laws of the country, be put in execution, But in caſe the 


kid arbiters be equal in their voice one againſt another, the 


eaſe being referred. to their determination, then the ſaid arbi- 
trators ſhall chuſe an umpire, . that may pronounce the ar- 


bitral ſentence; and if the ſaid parties ſhall not agree, then 


the caſe may be brought before the judges of this town, to 


be determinediin preſence and with the advice of the Con- 


ſervator, or his Deputy, within fourteen days after that 


full probation is made of the cauſe: and if- it ſhall ſo hap- 


pen, that any of the Scotch nation, ſhall have to do be- 


fore the lords, ſtates or council of Zealand, the lords of 
a dmiralty, or town council of Midleburgh, whether it be 


for ſtaying of their ſhips, conſiſcating of their merchandiſe, or 


any other cauſe whatſoever, in that caſe, the magiſtrates of 


th 
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the town of Campvere ſhall be obliged, to cauſe aſſiſt them 


by their penſionary, or ſome other of their council, to the 
end that thoſe of the Scotch nation, may be well uſed and 
as much favoured as any of their own burghers. And the 
mapiſtrates of Campvere are obliged on all occaſions to give 
all dutiful aſſiſtance to thoſe of the Scotch nation, even and 


in the ſame manner as their honours are ns a to do to 


their own burgeſſes and indwellers. 


| VI. To the end, that the people of the Scotch nati-. 
on ſhall not be fruſtrate of the word-of God and exerciſe 


of the reformed religion in their own proper language, the 


_ magiſtrates of the town of Campvere, ſhall hereby be o. 


bliged, within a year after ſubſcribing hereof, to take care 


that the old burnt church be rebuilt, or otherways, within 


two months, to accommodate the Scotch nation, with'a fit 
place wherein to exerciſe their religion, and to furniſh the 
fame with all neceſſaries requifite to the due order, and right 


_ adminiſtration of God's ſervice, and exerciſe thereof, ace 
cording to the doctrine, ſervice and diſelpline, acknowleged, 


practiſed, and by law eſtabliſhed within the kingdom of 


Seotland: as alſo a fitting church- yard, where the dead of 
that nation and none other (without the conſent of the 


Conſervator or his Deputy, firſt obtained) may be burried, 
together with ſuch place in the church, as by the Conſer- 
vator or his Depute, ſhall be thought fit. The ſaid church 


or place, and church- yard to be kept in due reparation, at 


the charges of the town, and to be exempted from any 


ground right, which may be pretended to be paid for bury- 
ing within, or without the church; and to have the liberty 
to bury their dead at any time of the day or night, at their 


pleaſure, without paying any fine for the ſame. And where- 
as thoſe of the Scotch nation hare (ſince the time their 
| church 
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church was burnt) employed, for exertifing God's ſervice,” 
. houſe belonging to the Scotch poor, ſtanding in the 
Winegaert- Street; and it was the duty of the mayiſtrates' 
to have provided them of a church, yet it is hereby agreed, | 
that for che rent of the ſaĩd houſe, and reparation done there- 
to, nothing ſhall be pretended, the ſame being hereby diſ. 
charged. But in lieu thereof the magiſtrates of 'Camprere 
undertake, and promiſe to pay the yearly: ſtent impoſtd 
upon the ſaid houſe and tenement, and that for the ſpace of 
the enſuing - twenty-one years, which” is the time of this 
contract. And in like manner, the ſtents of all years that 
are paſſed, ſince the burning of the foreſaid church, till the 
date of the ratification of this contract; and moreover, that 
the obligations belonging to the Scotch poor, and at pre- 
ſent in the cuſtody of the town of Campvere, ſhall fortli- 
with: be delivered over to the lord Conſervator, and to 
Mr. Thomas Hogg preſent miniſter of the Scotch nation, 
with payment of all the intereſt that has been received, 
ſince the very ſirſt time, that theſe obligations came into 
the hands of the honourable magiſtrates. Which delivery 
of the ſaid obligations, and bygone intereſt, the magiſtrates 
of Campvere have performed to the foreſaid lord Conſerva- 
tor, and miniſter of the Scotch nation, conform to the ac- 
compt current of the lame, and wherefore the ſaid Conſer- 


vator and miniſter have given acquittance. As alſo to have 


a miniſter, precenter and clerk, for the ſervice of the ſaid 

ſtaple church, according to their reſpective callings. - And 

the ſaid miniſter being duly admitted, the town ſhall pro- 
vide, that the miniſter ſhall receive his yearly fallary and 

maintenance, in the ſame manner as it is now paid. And 

that they ſhall uſe their - utmoſt! endeavours; - to obtain for;' 

and cauſe to 'be paid, a fit- ſallary to the precenter and; 

clerk, 
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clerk. . And if it ſhall ſo happen that the foreſaid congre · 
gation ſhall fo increaſe, that it ſhould be found neceſſary to 
have a ſecond miniſter for adliſtance, his maintenance ſhall 
| be at the charge of the Scotch nation. 


VII. For the better preventing and eviting of all. 


perils and dangers that may be in the incoming to this 
port, . tho magiſtrates are hereby. obliged, to entertain con- 
tinually the marks, beacons, tuns and buoys at the entry 


of, and within the channel - leading to this town, in all 


places where it ſhall be found needful. And alſo, that know - n 
ing and experienced pilots and pinkmen, be appointed to 


bring in, and out, the ſhips belonging to the Scotch ſtaple 


(at the charge of the employers) in ſtormy, miſty and dark 
weather: and as oft as the ſaid pilots ſhall: be employed, 
and made uſe of, but not otherwiſe in any fort, their ſala · 
ries ſhall be paid, conform to the regulation in ordinary 
occaſions, made by the magiſtrates, together with the Con⸗ 


ſervator or his Depute. And if thro' tempeſt or ſtormy 


weather, any ſhip of the Scotch nation be in danger, and 
for their ſafty the ſkipper be compelled, or neceſſitate "EY 
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promiſe to the pilots any exorbitant pilotage, by them re- 


quired, for inbringing of the ſaid ſhips, in that caſe the 
ſkipper when arrived, ſhall not be obliged to pay all that 
was promiſed, but the magiſtrates of this town . ſhall , mo- 
derate the ſame, conform to equity. and reaſon, whereby 


all extortion in ſuch caſes may be prexented. 


VIII. To the intent the ſhips of the n e 
coming to the ſaid town of Campvere, may be well accom · 
modated with a large and ſpaciqus haven and key, for the 


keeping, lying, and livering of the ſaid ſhips and goods. 
The magiſtrates are hereby obliged, to appoint for them 


the whole key, where with the Scotch ſhips have been ſerved 


2. 
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in time time bygone, from the great bridge, till oppoſite. 
to the houſe of the Heer Bailliew de Kenink, formerly the 
Houſe called the Oliphant ; and that the ſame be kept free, 
only for the uſe of thoſe of the Scotch nation, provided with 
pales or poſts, eranes, good help and affiſtance of boats, due 
boats, and lighters, eſpecially i in time of froſt; and when 
ftips cannot come to the Haven, that there be appointed a 
good number of ſledges, waggons and labourers, for the 
timely loading and unloading of their ſhips and goods ; which 
labourers hire ſhall be regulated by the Conſervator and 
magiſtrates of this town. And if it ſhall ſo happen, that 
the Haven-fo providcd by the magiſtrates, be not ſufficient 
to contain all the number of the Scotch ſhips that nan 
happen to come; in that caſe the magiſtrates ſhall cauſe 
accommodate them with fo much more place as ſhall be 
needful, by cauſing their Haven maſter remove all other 

tips from the ſhore, to the end, there may no controverſy 
fall out betwixt the mariners of the Scotch nation and 
thoſe of other nations. And the magiſtrates ſhall take 
ſuch order in this point, that thoſe of the Scotch nation may 
have no cauſe to complain: and the Haven maſter ſhall be 
ordained by the magiſtrates, to keep the aid Havens and 
keys, vold and clear; that the ſhips of the Scotch nation 
may commodiouſly load and unload, without hindrance and 
moleſtation. The Haven maſter ſhall likewiſe. take care 
that on all occaſions, when the Scotch ſhips are coming in, 
or going out, the Haven ſhall be patent and open to them, 
without any impediment, And if the ſhore maſters, or any 
in their name, at any time ſhall maliciouſly caſt, looſe, or cut 
any cable or rope, (upon the ſhore of any of the Scotch ſhips, he 
ſhall te puniſhed't erefore dy the magiſtrates, at the ſight of 
the Conſervatoreor- Depute, Anch if the magiſtrates or ore 
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maſter fail in any of this article, the-magiſtrates to be li. 
able for all loſs and ſkaith incurred thereby. 
IX. That the merchants of the Scotch nation, coming 


to this town, may in their negotiations, be well ſerved with | 
Pioneers, labourers and workmen, and with cellars, ware- 
| houſes, and lofts, at reaſonable prices, to be paid by the 
{aid perſons, and in caſe any burgher, or other inhabitant, 


ſhall demand of the ſaid merchants unreaſonable hire, the 
Magiſtrates of the city ſhall moderate the ſame, and the 
hire of the labourers and workmen, ſhall be paid according 
to the rates that. ſhall be agreed on by the Magiſtrates, and 
Conſervator, whereof a liſt for that end ſhall be made and 


publiſhed, viz. for the ſledges, waggons, and workmen, alſo 
of the ſkippers of {hips and ſcouts, that ſhall go with any 


goods from the town to Midleburgh, or any other place 
within the ſeventeen provinces ; which the {kippers, labour- 
ers and workmen, ſhall be holden inviolably to obſerve, 
and keep, conform to the tenor of the ſame. And the 
{kippers of the ſhips. and ſcouts, to be liable for any damage 
ſuſtained, betwixt Midleburgh, or any other place and Camp- 


vere, occaſioned by their default ; and all merchandiſe, and 


goods livered out of the ſaid ſhips, ſhall be carried and 


tranſported off the ſhore, in winter, before three hours af- 


ternoon. And if any of the ſaid labourers, or workmen, 


ſhall commit any incivility by word or deed, to any mer- 
chants, factors, ſkippers, mariners, or other perſons, belong · 


ing to the Scotch ſtaple, the Magiſtrates ſhall forthwith, 
cauſe ſuch to be puniſhed, according to the demerit of the 


fact. And in caſe any of the goods or wares belonging to 
the ſaid merchgats, comes to ſuſtain any damage or loſs, by. 
the inadvertency, wilfulneſ and delay of the crane maſter, | 
his ſybſtitutes or his ern by him employed, for loading 


and 
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| and unloading of ſlips; the crane maſter ſhall be obliged 
to make good the ſaid damage and loſs ſo occaſioned ; and 
in caſe of refuſal, ſhall be thereunto compelled by the ma- | 
giſtrates: as alſo, the workmen and ſſedgemen ſhall be obli- 
ged and conſtrained to make good the damages occaſioned by 
them. 


X. For the better accommodation of thoſe of the Scotch 
nation within this city, there ſhall be provided for, and 
f given to them for tbeir uſe, a good, large and wholeſome 
“pböouſe, fit for a conciergery, which houſe ſhall be free of all 
exciſe, and impoſts upon all ſorts of wine and beer, and the 
houſe- rent and reparation of the ſamen houſe, ſhall be at the 
charge and expence of the town of Campvere, and the magi- 
ftrates ſhall ſufficiently repair, and dreſs the houſe that 
formerly, to the date hereof, has been employed and 
made uſe of for thoſe of the Scotch nation, and which 
now is in a bad condition. And in caſe that houſe, after the 
reparation that ſnall be made, will not be found fit for a 
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conciergery, the Magiſtrates ſhall be obliged to provide 


and give another and more fit houſe for a conciergery, and ; = 
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to enlarge, and accommodate thoſe houſes, till they be ſuf- f 
ficient and great enough. And if it ſhall be found neceſſary N 


1 

. Prey 
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to ſet up another conciergery, the lame ſnall enjoy like pri- Li 
vileges with the firſt concier gery; ; only that the rent of | 
that houſe ſhall be at the charge of the nation. And what | | 
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is through wilfulneſs or negligence, broken within the houſe, 

ſhall be to the charge of the conciergery. E 
Xl. IF it ſhould happen (which God forbid). that any 
of the Scotch nation, belonging to the Scotch ſtaple court, 


or having dependence thereon, ſhould in this town or juriſ- 
diction thereof, commit ſuch a crime, or fault, for which he 

- ought to be -poniſhed capitally, by the loss of life or limb; ; 
Yy in 
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in that caſe it is by this article agreed unto, (notwithſtand\ 


ing of the foreſaid crime) that his goods ſhall not in any 


ſort be liable to forfeiture or confiſcation, bur the ſame ſhall 
remain free to his heirs or executors, only paying ten pounds 
Flemiſh, according to the privileges granted to the inhabi- 
tants of this town, on ſuch like occaſions, by the Earls of 
Zealand; and in like manner all the goods that ſhall be 
found in his cuſtody, belonging to any merchant, principal 
or friend, ſhall not be liable to any confiſcation, for any of. 


fence by him committed, although it were in crimine læſæ 


Majeſtatis, of whatſoever kind the fame may be; but the 


ſame goods ſhall be holden free, and ſhall be delivered to 


the right heirs and proprietors thereof. And alſo, no per- 
ſon who may be guiltleſs, and innocent, ſhall for the offence, 
guilt, or fault, of any other, be in anywiſe arreſted or 
moleſted, in his perſon or goods, except he ſhall be found 
bound and obliped, either in perſon or goods for another. 

XII. That no arreſt on any of the Scotch ſtaple, in 


perſon or goods ſhall be granted, within this town, or ju- 


riſdiction thereof, except after a ſentence given, or that there 
be good ground de fuga, or that he is to abſent himſelf; 
and no ſentence being declared, the Magiſtrates ſhall not 
give order for arreſtment, but after, that firſt knowledge there- 
ol is given to the Lord Conſervator or his depute, being in the 
town: and in caſe the debt be denied, caution ſhall be given 
Before his departure, till that upon knowledge of xd matter 
the proceſs may be determined. 1 
XIII. That no native, or ſtranger, burpher, 4 the fore · 
ſaid city, or indweller therein, or juriſdiction thereof, ſhall 


have power, or be permitted to trade, deal or traffick in 


Scotland, in any goods or merchandiſe, which are already 
declared ſtaple commodities, or ſtall hereafter be declared 
ſuch, 
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ſoch, by bringing them over themſelves, or cauſing others 
bring them, upon the penalty of having the ſaid goods 
confiſcated, toties quoties, by the Magiſtrates of the town: 
and if any perſon of the Scotch nation {hall be found, in 
their name, to cover, conceal, or negotiate, for the above 
ſaid perſons, they ſhall be puniſhed by the Conſervator, or 
his depute, according to the laws and cuſtoms of the ſtaple 
court. And it is by this article further agreed, that no per- 
ſon of the Scotch nation may be made free'burgher of this 
town without knowledge and conſent of the Conſervator or 
his depute. And theſe who are already burghers, ſhall in no 
manner of way be favoured to trade in ſtaple goods, until 
ſuch time as they have quitted their right of burgherſhip, 
and thereafter be legally admitted and declared by the Con- 
ſervator or his depute, as members of the Scotch ſtaple court, | 
vpon the penalty above expreſſed. Neither ſhall any in- 
| dweller in this town be admitted, under the ſtaple court, 
without the knowledge and conſent of the Magiſtrates. 
XIV. And for the better encouragement of the naviga- 
tion and trade of the Scotch nation, it is by this article a- 
greed, that in caſe any ſhip or ſhips, belonging to them, be 
robbed, ſpoiled, or taken at ſea, by any inhabitant or o- 
thers, holding themſelves under the juriſdiction of Zealand; 
the Magiſtrates of the foreſaid city, ſhall hereby be obliged 
to endeavour, according to their power, that all ſuch ſhips 
or goods be again reſtored, with their entire loading, or 
what ſhall be robbed or taken; or elle cauſe full ſatisfaction 
to be given to the perfon or perſons ſo wronged, proportio- 
nally to the right value thereof, and ſhall cauſe the delin- 
quents to be puniſhed according to tlie nature of the offence. 
But if ſo be, that the offender ſhall dwell under another 
— then the eine gal be obliged, by their 
penſionary 
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penſionary or others, to require the reſtitution and ſatisfac- 
tion for the ſaid damage, and that at the coſt and charge of 
the town, And further, that all goods of ſhips caſt away, 
belonging to the merchants and factors of the Scotch ſtaple, 
that ſhall be ſaved by any inhabitant, or other perſon hold- 


Ing themſelves under the juriſdiction of this town, or any 


way concealed or made away by them in any fort, then the 
Magiſtrates are hereby obliged to uſe their power and au- 
thority, to the end the ſaid goods, or the value thereof may 
be forthcoming to the right owner ; and the perſon or per- 


ſons ſo offending to be ſeverely puniſhed for ſuch their con- 


cealment and unjuſt detention. And alſo, in caſe the ſaid 
goods ſhall happen to be taken up, concealed or embezzled, 
by any perfon or perſons living without the juriſuiction of 
this town, the Magiſtrates ſhall uſe their beſt endeavour to 
get the (aid goods, or their value, again reſtored to their 
ripht owners. And in caſe any ſhip or ſhips ſhall be in dan- 


ger to be caſt away in the paſſage leading to the town, 
that then ail poſſible and ſpeedy help ſhall be employed, at 


the coſt of the owner of the ſame, for their preſervation. 
XV. In caſe any of the inhabitants here being addebted 

to any of the ſtaple, ſhall come to obtain letters of reſpite 

of time, or ſurety du corps, or ceſſio bonorum; thoſe of 


the Scotch nation ſhall. be favoured and uſed in the ſame 


; . * 1 * . on 
manner as any other creditors, indwellers in this town, 


And if it ſhall happen that any of the ſtaple come to fail, 
or otherwiſe, that there be need to appoint a curator over 
his goods, then ſhall the magiſtrates, together with the 
Conſervator, chuſe a curator, ad opus habentium. 


XVI. For the better ſecuring of the means of any of the 


Scotch nation, that ſhall happen to die in this town, the 


magiſtrates are by this article holden to grant, and agree 


undo 
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unto thoſe of the Scotch ſtaple court, that if any of their 
members happening to die, or departe this life inteſtate, or 
without making his laſt will and teſtament ; that then and in 
that caſe, their goods and eſtate ſhall, and muſt fall under 
| the adminiſtration of the court of the Conſervator, inſomuch 
chat neither the magiſtrates nor the orphan's court in this 
place ſhall have any thing to do with the ſaid goods or 
eſtates of the perſons ſo dying, or exerciſe any authority 
thereupon. 
XVII. The magiſtrates do by this article, promiſe and 
conſent, that the Conſervator and his depute may and can 
uſe the priſun of this town, at their pleaſure, furniſhed 
with all neceſſaries thereto belonging: in which the Con. 


ſervator or his depute, may cauſe to be impriſoned, all 


ſuch debtors, offenders, and evil-doers of the Scotch nation, | 


which he, the ſaid Conſervator or his depute ſhall impriſon, 


and again ſet at liberty out of the ſame, at his or their 


plealure, without contradiction, or being obliged to give 
any information thereof to the town magiſtrates ; and 
that the maſter or keeper of the priſon houſe, or his ofh- 
cers, be obliged to give all dutiful aſſiſtanc e to the foreſaid 
Conſervator or his depute, as often as he or they ſhall be 
thereunto required. | 

XVIII. And for the better ſecuring the trade of the 
Scotch nation, it is hereby agreed, that the magiſtrates, 


upon all convenient and fitting occaſions, in time of war and 


danger, ſhall procure from the Court of Admiralty in Zea- 
land, two well furniſhed ſhips of war, not mounted under 
thirty guns a piece, that may freely attend in Convoy, upon 
the ſhips belonging to the Scotch nation, to any place or 


places within the river of Forth, or any other place in the 


kingdom of Scotland, the firſt of April yearly, and the firſt 
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of October thereafter, old ſtile, to be the fixt time for the 
ſzid Convoy to attend, unleſs upon ſome emergencies falling 


out; that the Conſervator or his depute, acquaint the magj- 


Rrates of Campvere, to ſend the ſaid Convoy ſooner, or 
later ; which they ſhall be hereby obliged to agree to. 
And the ſaid Convoy ſhips ſhall wait and ſtay there, four- 
teen or at fartheſt twenty days, for to bring and convoy 
kack, the ſaids or any other ſhips, to this town and place. 
And the Scotch ſhips being here, the magiſtrates ſhall uſe 
Al endeavours (as they have heretofore done) that they ſhall 
again return with good Convoys. 
XIX. It is by this article agreed, ſicklike, the magiſtrates 
of this town promiſe and condeſcend to cauſe good and ſuffi- 
cient watch to be kept on the ſtreets in the night-time, eſ- 
pecially in thoſe places where the greateſt part of the ware- 
boufes of the ſaid ſtaple court are; and ſhall alſo take care 
that the inhabitants, and burghers of this town, ſhall carry 


. 


and demean themſelves peaceably, and in a friendly manner, 
to all the members of the ſaid ſtaple court: and further, the 
id magiſtrates conſent, by theſe preſents, that thoſe of 
the Scotch ſtaple, may take into their ſervice ſuch a doctor 
ef phyſick, chirurgeon, barber and apcthecary, as they 
ſhall think fit, without any contradiction, who ſhall enjoy 
all ſuch immunitzes and privileges, as by right and cuſtom, 
belongs to the doQors, chirurgeons and apothecaries of 
this town ; and all other doctors, chirurgeons, and apo- 
thecaries dwelling in this town, ſhall alſo be freely per- 


mitted, to pradtiſe among all ſuch of the Scotch nation as 
reſide here. As allo, the magiſtrates do promif: to the 


chirurgeon3 of the Scotch nation, a fit and free dwelling. 
Abe magiſtrates are by this article obliged to provide, and 
$ppragriete to the uſe of tboſe of the Scotch ſtaple, a con- 


venient 
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venient place for their merchants and pears wherein to 
air and dry their ſheeps ſkins, hides, or other goods, 


which may be in danger to be damnified by water or other- 


wiſe: as alſo to afford thoſe of the Scotch nation a conve- 
nient place, within or near this town, whereunto they may 
reſort for their bodily recreation. And likewiſe liberty and 
freedom to the Conſervator, his depute, court officers, mer- 


chants and factors, to fiſh, ſhoot, hunt and hawk, in all 


places under the juriſdiction of this town, without let, hin- 
drance or moleſtation, with the ſame freedom the mag 
ftrates themſelves enjoy. 


XX. And in caſe (as God forbid) that by reaſon of any 


inteſtine war or plague, the people of the Scotch nation 


may not with ſecurity and ſafety to themſelves, frequent 


this town, then it ſhall be lawful to them to tranſport. 


themſelves with their goods and merchandiſe freely to any 
other town and place they ſhall think fit ; provided al- 


ways they pay before their departure, what they ſhall 


be juſtly addebted to any inhabitant within this town. 
And the magiſtrates ſhall by this article, be obliged to help 


and aſſiſt the ſaid nation with ſhips, ſcouts, and all other 


things neceſſary for their tranſportation, upon their rea- 


ſonable charges. And in like manner the magiſtrates are by 


this article holden and obliged, that if in cafe (which God 
prevent) any difference ſhonld ariſe, betwixt the King of 
Great Britain, and theſe United Provinces, whereupon hof- 
tility and war may enfue, in that cafe, they are to give 
ſafe and ſure protection, to all perſons of the Scotch nation, 


for fix months time, after the publication of the ſaid war 


according to the 32d article of the general treaty betwixt 
the King of Great Britain and the States General ; to the 
end, that thoſe of the Scotch nation may recover and get m 


the 


351 


352 


Of the Scorch TRADE 


the debts due to them, and alſo pay what they may be 


owing to any of the inhabitants here, and thereafter with- 
draw themſelves to any other place they ſhall fink fit: 

the magiſtrates affording them the fame aſſiſtance men- 
tioned in the foregoing part of this article; and when the 


peſtilence or war is over, fhall be W 2.6 to bring che 


ſtaple again to this place. 
XXI. If any of the Scotch nation ſhall happen to marry 


with any woman in the Netherlands, or within the town 


of Campvere, and after the ſaid marriage reſide here, un- 


der the ſtaple court, the ſaid woman ſhall be holden to 
be under the government of the laws of Scotland, and 


that ſhe neither ſhall, nor may, by contract of marriage, | 


or otherwiſe, detam, keep, or diſpoſe of her huſband's goods, 


to the prejudice of his lawful creditors ; but concerning 


that, ſhe muſt be regulated conform to the foreſaid laws of 
the kingdom of Scotland. And likewiſe, that no perſon, 


whether man or woman, depending upon the foreſaid 
ſtaple, be permitted to diſpone of their goods by teſta- 


ment, or otherwiſe, contrary to the ſaid laws of Scotland, 


and ſtaple court. And all tutors, and curators, and 
children in minority, ſhall alfo be regulate, conform to 
the ſaid laws. 

XXII. And whereas the trade and commerce of the 


Scotch nation, doth conſiſt not only in the importation, 


but alſo in the exportation of goods and merchandiſe, from 
the provinces, in which alſo, the town of Midleburgh 


may be concerned; It is agreed on that account, that the 


magiſtra tes of this town ſhall make the ſame known to the 


magiltrates of Midleburgh, to the end the Conſervator 


and others belonging to the ſtaple court, may be treated, 
and uſed in that town with all kindneſs, and friendly re- 
ſpe, 
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ſpe, and with the ſame freedom and immunities that any 
free burgher here may enjoy there. 
XXIII. And for the better obſervance of the ſtaple 

port, it is by the royal burroughs agreed to, and in all 

ſincerity promiſed, likeas they hereby promiſe : that no 
ſtaple goods contained in the liſt made thereof, ſpecified 

above, in the third article, ſhill be brought to, or ſold, 

in any harbour or place of the United Provinces, but to the : 
ſtaple port, under the pain of confiſcation of all their goods F 
and that the Conſervator ſhall be holden and obliged, ri- 2 
gorouſly to proſecute and - puniſh, and cauſe proſecute and 
puniſh the tranſgreſſors, or (if need be) their cautioners, 
without any connivance, diſſimulation, or delay, accord- 
ing to the laws of the ſtaple court. And it is by this ar- 
ticle condeſeended on, that the magiſtrates of the town 
| ſhall, in the moſt efficacious manner, make a ſuitable 
' addreſs to his Majeſty, the King of Great Britain, as Stad- 

holder of Holland, for interpoſing his authority, that in 

caſe any of the Scotch nation, ſhall import any ſtaple 
goods, to any other town or place of the provinces, be- 
ſides the ſtaple port, that the reſpective magiſtrates of 
thoſe towns or places may, by his ſaid Majeſty, be obli- 
ged to aſſiſt the Conſervator, his depute, and other officers, 
for bringing thoſe of the Scotch nation to conding puniſh- 
ment, according to the nature of the offence. And in caſe 
| Juſtice cannot be obtained in theſe towns or places, in 
thoſe provinces of the Netherlands, then the Conſervator, 
ſhall profecute, and cauſe puniſh the ſaid perſons ſo tranſ- 
greſling in Scotland, according to the ordinances of the 
royal burroughs, and acts of parliament of that kingdom, 
ſtatute and ordained for that eſſect. mw 

| Z z E XXIV. Be- 
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XXIV. Beſides the ſpecies of wine and beer, which 
heretofore have been free of exciſe and other impoſts, fv 
alſo, all the ſalt bought here, by any of the Scotch na- 
tion, ſhall be free of the ſaid duty, in regard it much 


concerns merchandiſe : and for the avoiding of fraud and de- 


ceit that may happen thereanent, a billet muſt be taken 
from the pachters, under the pain enjoyned to the inbabi- 
tants, by the publick placaarts of this land, and the ſaid 
wine and beer to be carried, by the GREY wine and beer 
workmen. a | 
XXV. Likewiſe it is agreed; that the . do 


appoint an anchor, with a buoy thereon, to be laid out 


in the road before the haven, whereby ſhips belonging to 


'the Scotch nation, may the more ſafely come into the 
road, in caſe of eaſterly and northerly winde. c 
XXVI. As alfo, when any of the Scotch ſhips, can 


Help or accommodate one another, with the ballaſt from 


their ſhips, the Scoutmen fhall not be permitted to object 


againſt the ſame, and they ſhall only demand payment 


for ſuch quantity of ballaſt as they ſhall be ordered to 
bring aboard, and not more, providing that j it be no leſs 
than ſix laſt at one time. | : 
XXVII. And that all ſkippers and maſters of ſhips, as 
well as the reſidenters of the Scotch nation, are hereby hol- 
den to be free of the exciſe of the wine, beer and falt, and 
to have conſtantly billets given them without paying wy 
thing for the ſame. | 
XXVIII. That the magiſtrates ſhall every year, in Janu- 
ary) cauſe aſſemble the crane- maſters, weighers, meaſurers, 
. workmen, and other perſons with whom thoſe of the Scotch 
= ſhall have to do, and ſhall cauſe to read and publiſh 
before them, all and every the tables that ſhall be agreed 


upoly 
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upon for the hire and ſalaries that may be demanded by the 
ſaid perſons. And alſo to cauſe read any part of thoſe arti- 
cles wherein the above mentioned perſons may be concerned, 
to the end they may the better know how to regulate them- 


ſelves therein, and give all ready obedience thereto : And 


in caſe any perſon ſhall contraveen the ſame, they are to be 
puniſhed by the Magiſtrates according to the demerit of the 
offence. . 

XXIX. And whereas. it will be neceſſary, that the ſaid 


Scotch ſtaple court fhould be provided and furniſhed with 


faithful and fitting meſſengers, officers and ſervants, and alſo 
with brokers, weighers, and meaſurers, that therefore the 


Magiſtrates of this town, with the knowledge of, and friend- 


ly deliberation with the Lord Conſervator, ſhall chuſe and 
place ſo many good, honeſt and knowing perſons, as may be 
requiſite for theſe offices; and they fhall be choſen as well 
out of the Scotch nation as inhabitants of this city. All 
which perſons ſo admitted, are to give the oath of fidelity 


before the Magiſtrates of this town, and alſo before the Con- 


ſervator, for doing right both to buyer and ſeller. The Ma- 


giſtrates are likewiſe obliged to have in their weigh · houſe 5 
balance, iron weiglit that may be conform to the weights of 


Amſterdam. 


KXX. The Conſervator and his depute may fully and 


freely enjoy all ſuch exemptions, immunities, ' privileges and 
- prerogatives, as by law and cuſtom belong to the Conſerva- 
torſhip, in as ample manner and form as ever any former 
Conſervator had and enjoyed on all occaſions. And alſo the 
Scotch nation ſhall enjoy freedom and exemption from exciſe 
and impoſt upon wine, beer, and all other ſorts of drink, fo 
as the foreſaid nation has enjoyed, conform to old contracts: 
and particularly it is agreed on, that every maſter of a fa- 


mihy 
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mily of the Scotch nation, living under the ſtaple court, viz, 
the Miniſter, the Factors, the Members of the court, ſuch as 
the clerk, fiſcal and officer, the doctor, chirurgeon and apo- 
thecary, the Broker, Metſter, Precenter and Clerk, &c. ſhall 
have the freedom and exemption from payment of exciſe, 


and other impoſts upon wheat, turf, wood, coals and ſoap, : 


ſo as they formerly have had. And the Conciergery houſe, 


| ſhall be free of exciſe and impoſt on all wines and firing, and 
all that is above written. Likewiſe, the ſaid nation ſhall not 

be obliged to pay any thing for going out and coming in at 
the town ports by evening; nor either to go to watch, nor 


training, nor to pay any money for the freedom thereof, whe-. 
ther by compoſition or otherwiſe. Likewiſe, the ſaid nation 
ſhall be free from quartering or lodging of ſoldiers in their 


| houſes. And it is expreſly agreed on, that the foreſaid free- 
doms, rights, and privileges, ſhall be enjoyed by the widows 


of the aboreſaid perſons ſo long as they continue widows and 
unmarried. And if any of the above perſons have occaſion, 


as their conveniency require, to kill one or more beaſts, for 
their uſe, they may freely do the ſame, making it known ta 


ſome of the Magiſtrates, or their pachter of the ſlaughter 
money, without paying any thing for the ſame. 
XXXI. Further, it is mutually agreed and condeſcended 
on, that if at any time hereafter, it ſhall be found convenient 
by the magiſtrates of the town, or the Conſervator, with 
conſent of the royal burroughs, to amplify and explain any 
of the foreſaid articles, or to add to the ſame any other points 


or articles which ſhall be found neceſſary for the further be · 


nefit and advantage of the Scotch ſtaple and this town, be- 
ſides theſe articles which ſtand ſpecified in this agreement ; 
in that caſe the magiſtrates and the royal burroughs, with the 
will and conſent of both ſides, ſhall awplify and explain, or 
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add to theſe articles, as ſhall be found equitable ;- and the . 


ſame to be holden as if they were inſert in this contract. 
XXXII. It is alſo mutually agreed, that for the better 


encouragement of the commerce of the Scotch nation with- | 
in the town of Campvere, the magiſtrates are hereby bound 
and obliged to cauſe erect a bank of money within this to vn, 
within half a year after the ſettlement of the ſtaple port, 
whereby the merchants, factors, and others of the Scotch na- 


tion, may be furniſhed from time to time, with ſuch ſums of 


money as they may have occaſion for, upon ſecurity to them, 


by delivering the merchants goods to the factors, giving ſecu- 


rity to the bank, at the reaſonable rate of one half per cent. 
in the month, and pro rato for the days, weeks, months, and 
years, until the lame be again paid, It is hereby alſo provid- 
ed, that during the time of war, money being ſcarce, and at 
high rates in the intereſt, the ſaid merchants, factors and o- 


thers, ſhall be obliged to pay for ſuch money, as they ſhall 


make uſe of, at ſuch rates as the neceſlity of the times obli- 


geth others to repay. But ſo foen as the war is over, then. 


the forefaid agreement, at the rate of fix per cert. per an- 
uum, to be and continue in full force, according to the true 


meaning and intention of this article. 


XXXIII. And if any perſon, inhabitant or burgher of 
this town, or any depending upon the ſtaple court, of what-. 
ſoever quality or condition, ſhall be found to have acted or 
done any thing contrary to this agreement, or any point or 


clauſe therein contained, yet notwithſtanding the agreement 


mentioned i in theſe articles, ſhall not be underſtood to be bro- - 


ken or violated thereby ; but the perſons contraveening (be- 


ing Scotchmen) ſhall be puniſhed by the Conſervator, and (if 


2 | burgher or iohabitant of this towp). to be liable to the pu- 
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nifament of the magiſtrates, according to the quality of the 


offence, 18 
XXXIV. And it is hereby agreed, that if any diſpute 
ſhall happen to ariſe betwixt thefe of the Scotch nation, 


and the balance maſter, concerning the right of theſe goods 


that are to be ſubject to the balance, the balance maſter 
ſhall pretend no dues for any goods but for ſuch goods as 


ſhall be brought to the balance, and be by him weighed. 


And the merchant ſhall be free to fell theſe goods and mer. 
chandiſe by the piece, number or bulk, without being obli- 


ged to bring the ſame to the weigh-houſe, And in like 5 
manner, the crane maſter ſhall not demand, from any Scotch 
merchants and factors, dues for any goods, but allenarly for 
ſuch goods as he ſhall actually unload and liver with the ſaid 


crane: declaring hereby, and it is condeſcended to, that there 


be no more nor new officers ſet up, without the knowledge, 
friendly deliberation, and conſent of the Conſervator, or his 
depute. And that there be no comptroller of the balance in 


time coming; nor no new dues exacted on that account, ex- 


cept the ſame be deſired by the Conſervator and bis court 


as above. V 


XXXV. If any of the Scotch vation, mall chrough? 
miſunderſtanding, miſtake, negligence, or any other cauſe 
whatſoever, omit to make a right and true entry of their 
goods, to be by them imported or exported, whether in 
quantity or quality, the ſaid goods ſhall not be liable to 
any fine or conſiſcation; only the perſons ſo offending, : 
ſhall be obliged to pay the quadruple duty, for the goods 1 
wrong entered or concluded, and ſo the goods to be free. | 
And the | magiſtrates have undertaken further, to deſire, at 


the meeting of the Ststes of Zealand, that the foreſaid 
guadruple duty may be diminiſhed. 


XXXVI. In 
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XXXVI. In caſe any queſtion or difference illegally, 
againſt right and reaſon, happen to fall out betwixt any 
of the Scotch nation, and the licent maſter, cuſtomer, or 
other receiver of toll, or other dues, the faid licent maſter; 
euſtomer of' receiver, are hereby obliged to be heard before 

the baillies, burgomaſier, (chepens, and council of this town. 
To the end, the Conſervator or his depute, may have know- 
tedge thereof, and that ſuch good order may be ſettled 
therein, that thoſe of the Scotch nation may not be extos- 
tioned in the payment of the ſaid cuſtoms, and other duties, 
upon goods by them imported or exported, 5 
XXXVII. It is by this article mutually agreed; that 
whenſvever any Scotch ſhips or veſſels, fhall By ſtorm or 
otherwiſe, be neceſſitate to come to Campvere, having 
aboard ſtaple goods, but not of intention to liver within 
the ſeven United Provinces, in that caſe, they ſhall not be 
troubled nor - mojeſted ; but ſhall have liberty to go to 
| their intended port, without paying any dues. As allo, 
if any veſſel ceme to the ſtaple port, laden with ſtaple 
goods, or ether goods that are not ſtaple goods, being 
only intended to unload a part at the ſtaple, and is to go 
to another place without the ſeven United Provinces, with 
the remainder of the goods; then they are not to be 
troubled or moleſted, nor to pay any dues, for that which 
they do not liver. And the conſent of the admiralty of : 

Zealand thereto, maſt be firſt defired 15 thee en or 

merchant. Cog” 


XXXVIII. It is by this artictd Abl agreed, and 55 
declared, that the continuance of the Scotch ſtaple at 
Campvere, ſhall be for the fpace of twenty-one years, after 
the date hereof, fixed ; 3 and - -thereafter „ ſo much longer, 


as 
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as the royal burroughs, and the town of Camprere ſhall 
agree together. But this contract ſhall take its effect with 
the concluding, and ſubſcribing of the ſame, by the com- 
miſſioners on both ſides. And it is hereby alſo declared, 
that the magiſtrates of Camprere, ſhall be obliged to pro- 


cure from the States of Zealand, their ratification, appro- 
bation, and confirmation, of this preſent ſtaple contra@, 


with all the privileges, juriſdictions, and immunities, therein 
granted to the Scotch nation, in ſuch manner, and with 


the ſame freedom, in all reſpects, as the ſame is to be ra- 
; tified, approven, and confirmed, by the King of Great 


Britain. Wo 
XXXIX. Laſtly, in conſideration of all the foreſaid 


articles, the magiſtrates of the town of Campvere, with 
approbation above mentioned, promiſe to obſerve, without 


any the leaſt violation, and caufe to be obſerved, all the 
above mentioned articles, fo far as concerns them. Like- 
wiſe the ſtate of burroughs do promiſe to obſerve, and cauſe 
to be obſerved, without any the leaſt violation, all the 


above mentioned articles ſo far as concerns them. And 
olſo promiſe, that with all diligence and faithfulneſs, order 


ſhall be taken to inhibit, and diſcharge any ſhips of what 
bulk ſoever, without exception, which carry ſtaple goods, 


to come to, or to frequent any other port, or baven, 
within the ſeven United Provinces of the Netherlands, than 
the foreſaid town of Campvere; and that all perſons, that 


ſhall do in the contrary hereof, ſhall te nn, _ 


ed as contraveeners. 


All which being thus done and 1 the Heer, An- 5 
drew Kennedy, of Clowbufn, reſident of his Majeſty of 


Great Britain, for the kingdom of Scotland, in the ſeven- 
teen 
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teen provinces of the Netherlands, al Conſervator of the 
privileges of the Scotch nation there, as commilſſi oner of 
the royal burroughs of Scotland, anent the continuance of 
the Scotch ſtaple, in the town of Campvere, by virtue of 
his honour's commiſſion above inſerted; the Lord Wil- 
nam of Naſſau, Lord of Odyk, Sc. &c. &c. as commil. 
fioner of his Royal Majeſty of Great Britain, as Marquis 
of Campvere, &c. and the Heer, burgomaſter, Adrian 
Verelſt, as commiſſioner of the honourable magiſtrates of 


the foreſiid town of Campvere, a alſo by virtue of their re- 

ſpective commiſſions before inſert, in teſtimony of the truth, 

have ſubſcribed theſe preſents, with their uſual ſubſcriptions, 
1 and conſirmed the ſame with their honours' ſeals, at the 
2 Hague, 25th December, 1697. | 

Andrew Kenendy, W. de Naſſau. 
j A. Verelſt. 

And the heer councellor, Joan de Aurignault, and the penſi- 
onary Charles Zegers, both alſo as commiſſioners of the 
honourable magiſtrates of the town of Campvere, foreſaid. 
Likewiſe by virtue of their commiſſion, before inſert; have 


ſubſcribed theſe preſents, with their uſual ſubſcriptions, and 


confirmed the ſame with their ſeals, at Campvere, dated 
29th March, 1698. N. S. 
J. Maurignault, C. Zegers. 


Ampliation of the foregoing Staple Contract, 
conſiſting in theſe following / "mn Ar- 


ticles. 


I Whereas the noble aud mighty Lords of the council 


aud of the accompts of his royal Majclty of Great Britain's | 


„N | domains 
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domains at the Hague, by a certain marginal deciſion and 
diſpoſition, dated the 13th December, 1697, upon a pre- 
ſented petition, have been pleaſed to find good, and under- 
| ſtand, that during the new made Scotch ſtaple contract, a 
Scotchman ſhall be appointed, pachter and ſworn metſter, 
. of the foreſaid ſtaple goods, he being obliged yearly to pay, 
and perform, all that the former metſter did- pay and per · 
form; it is for the foreſaid reaſons, by this article agreed 
to, that during the above-mentioned ſtaple contract, a- 
Scotchman, in manner foreſaid, ſhall be pachter and inet · 
ſter; and that the magiſtrates (for ſo much as concerns. 
them), ſhall willingly permit, that the chuſing of him be 
left to the diſpoſition of the lord Conſervator. | 
II. It is alſo agreed, that the magiſtrates o- the town 
of Campvere, by a miſſive in the moſt powerful manner, 
ſhall deſire of his Majeſty of Great Britain, that by his high 
and very. great might, he may be pleaſed to bring to paſs, 
that the high and mighty Lords, the States General, ratify 
alfo- this ſtaple contract, ſo as the ſame, conform to the 
38th article of the foregoing contract, muſt-be ratified by 
the noble and mighty Lords, the States'of Zealand. 
III. Seeing the lord Conſervator does ſuppoſe, that after 
ſ alittle time, He may obtain the lead ore, coming from Scot» 
und, ſhall be ſent to the ſtaple port, provided that the | | 
ſame do enjoy the freedom and privileges as all ſtaple FF * 
goods : therefore, it is by theſe preſents agreed, that the 
foreſaid lead ore (which i in the third article of the foreſatd 
ſtaple contract, does not ſtand ſpecified- among the ſtaple 
goods therein · mentioned) ſo ſoon as the ſame ſhall be 
brought to the ſtaple port, ſhall enjoy in all reſpects, the 
freedoms, and' privileges as above. 
IV. The — of Campvere, have eds under» 
| taken 
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taken to write a miſſive to the royal burroughs, and there- 
by to ſay, that their honours, for ſo much as concerns them, 


ſhall maintain and preferve the juriſdiction of the Scotch 
nation, within their honour's town, during the time of the 
foreſaid ſtaple contract; in truſt and expectation, that the 
foreſaid royal burroughs on their ſide will alſo maintain and 


preſerve the ſaid Scotch Staple contract. 
V. It is agreed, that amongſt the lice enumerated i in 


the nineteenth and thirtieth articles of the foregoing ſtaple 
contract, there fhall alſo be holden, as ranked a notar, 


and that he ſhall enjoy all ſuch privileges and freedoms, ſo 
as by the abovementioned two articles {in relation to the 


Office therein ſpecified) is expreſſed. And therefore the 


foreſaid nineteenth and thirtieth articles, are hereby, for fo 
far amplified therewith. 


VI. And it is further found good, and agreed to, that- 
the lord Conſervator ſhall enjoy his Lordſhip's yearly gra- 


| tuity, or honorarium, lo as the ſame has been enjoyed by 
former Conſervators, his predeceſſors. 1 | 

VII. And laſtly. The parties contractors, on both ſides, 
kave hereby bound and obliged themſelves, to cauſe ratify 
and approve, ſo ſoon as poflible, the foreſaid ſtaple con- 


tract, with all theſe foregoing ſeparate articles, each for 


their own part, where the ſaid contract, with the foreſaid 
Separate articles, ought to be ratified and approved. 


Additional 
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ſides, ſhall continue for twenty one years, in all points in 


protonigagen and continuation, it ſhall be explained or al- 


the Scotch nation, and coming from Scotland here to 
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Additional Articles agreed upon when the 
Cyntract was renewed in the year 17 8, | 
Subſcribed at Canpuere, 24th Day of De- ; 


cember. 


I. That the reekent ſtaple contract, and articles of am- 
pliation thereof, of date 25th December, 1697, N. 8. made 
between: the royal burroughs of Scotland, and the magi- 


ſtrates of the town of Campvere, on the one and other 


its full force, without the leaſt alteration, according as it 


ſtands ſettled, except only i in fo far as, by theſe articies of 


tered, | \. 


II. That all Scotch ſhips, belonging allenarly to , thoſe of 


then ſtaple port, to liver, ſhall enjoy fredom and exemp- 
tion of the pacht of all vivers here, and at their departure. 
And with reſpe& to the town's laſt· money, the paying the 
ſame ſhall be regulated, in ſuch an eaſy manner; as thoſe 
of the Scotch nation ſhall bare reaſon to be contented 
with. Dev 0 ft, 
III. When it ſhall happen that any mmerchandiſ: be- 
longing to thoſe of the Scotch nation, tranſported from 
this to Holland, and there ſeized by a cuſtom-houſe, in 


that caſe the magiſtrates of the town of Campvere, oblige 


| themſelves, to uſe their utmoſt endeavours, and good offi- 


ces, to rcclaim the ſaid goods, and get them reſtored to 


their owners; in the ſame manner, as they would, or can 


do, for the inhabitants of their own town. 


IV. con- | 


_ 


in the NETHERLANDS. | 


IV. Concerning the allowing falt made in 1 Scotland, to be 
A ſtaple commodity, and enjoying the freedom of cuſtom, 
&c. in the ſame manner, as thoſe mentioned in the third 
article of the ſtaple contract do; the magiſtrates undertake 
to inform themſe]ves, if it is poſlible for them to allow it; 
and | in caſe it can be, then for the further encouragement 
of thoſe of the Scotch nation, it ſhall come to enjoy the 
fame privileges as other ſtaple commodities do, which 
ſhall be ſo ſettled, in a ſerarate article of ampliation after 
by itſelf. | | 

V. For the further encouragement of the commerce of 
thoſe of the Scotch nation, the magiſtrates of this town 
agree, that berring cured in Scotland, conform to law 
there, as alſo all other Lalted and dried fiſh, coming here to 
the ſtiple port, ſhall be reputed, and be, ſtaple commodi- 
ties, with the ſame exemptions and privileges, as the goods 
ſpecified | in the third article of the ſaid preſent ſtaple con- 
tract of the year 1697, providing it be in their power to. 
do it. And they oblige themſelves to do their utmoſt en- 
deavours, they are capable of, to obtain theſe goods to be 
N woes goods, and enjoy the privileges as ſuch. 

VI. It is agreed and concluded, that for the further ex- 
plaining of the 5th article of the ſtaple contract; khat 
when arbiters, with conſent of the parties contending, and 


an umpire, are choſen, and thereby not only renouncing 


any reduction of the arbitral ſentence, but likewiſe it ſhall 


be declared, that they ſhall be willing to ſubmit thereto, 
in the ſame manner as it were a ſentence of the Hoff van 
Holland. And that the ſentence of the arbitrators. and 


umpire, ſhall be final and deciſive, without being ſubject to 


be reverſed by any aria eee _ any pretence 
whatſoever, e F 


VII. The 
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VII. The magiſtrates of the ſaid town of Campvere oblige 
themſelves, that they ſhall make their utmoſt application 
to the ſtates of the province of Zealand, in the firſt meet- 
ing, that a ſalary be allowed and paid to the precenter 
and ſexton of the Scotch church here, at the ſtaple port of 
Campvere. | 
VIII. For the e aiefaftion to thaſe of the Scotch 
nation, it is by this article concluded and agreed, that for 
the better explaining of . the 23d article of the preſent ſta- 
ple contract, the penalty againſt tranſpreſſors of the ſtaple 
expreſſed in the faid article, ſhall be fo far limited and alter- 
X ed, that iu time to come, theſe carrying ſtaple goods by 
ehe ſtaple port, contrary to the expreſs agreement of the 
Naple contract, ſhall be liable to the confiſcation only of 
all their ſtaple goods, or the value of them, inſtead of all 
their goods, 1 75 

IX. It is agreed and concluded, that whenever any of 
the Scotch nation, through ignorance ſhould tranſgreſs the 
laws concerning the pacht of the goods, and in caſe ſuch 
goods be challenged, being of ſmall value, the magiſtrates 
oblige themſelves to protect thoſe of the Scotch nation, from 
any vexatious ſuits of the collectors af ſuch pachts; and in 
conformity to the meaning of the 27th article of the ſtaple 
Contract; there ſhall be no further demanded, from thoſe 
of the Scotch nation, for billets, or pacht briefs, as only 
two ſtivers for expedition. As alſo the magiſtrates of the 
aid town, oblige themſelves, to give the Scotch faQtors 
| here, toll briefs, in order to ſending their merchandiſe ſafer 
to Holland, without the ſaid factors being obliged to take 

any oaths cuſtomary on thoſe occaſions. 

X. Further it is found good and agreed, that the preſent 
| Conſervator ſhall enjoy his yearly traitment or Mauern 5 
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| rium, in the ſame manner as the Conſervators, his predeceſ- 


fors have done, and as the ſame ſtands extended in the om- 
plications of the ſtaple contract in 2697. 


XI. That the Conſervator ſhall not employ in any offices 


Jepending on his court, any of the burghers, or inhabitants 
of this town, without the previous knowledge and conſent 
of the magiſtrates of this town had thereto. But he ſhall 


be at freedom to employ, any other perſons that do not 
live in this town, ts ſuch are to enjoy all the W 


&c. that ſtand ſpec ified in the ſtaple contract to __— 
the Scotch nation. | 


XII. It is likewiſe, OO that the Scotch factors here, 
mall have liberty to hire and freight ſuch ſmall ſhips and 


ſcouts belonging to this town, as they pleaſe, without being 
bound to obſerve the ordinary terms, of beurts, or ſmack 
reyſon, and that there ſhall be a regulation made of their 


hires, And for that end, the magiſtrates of this town, to- 


gether with the Conſervator, ſhall make an EO re- 
gulating the hires to be paid ſuch ſkippers. 


XIII. The magiſtrates in this town promiſe to do their 
endeavours in this artiele, to the end that the letters from 


England, coming for merchants within this town, may 
come directly here in a packet apart by themſelves. 
XIV. It is by this article mutually agreed; concluded and 


declared, that the continuation and prolongation, of the 


Scotch ſtaple contract within this town of Campvere, ſhall 
be for twenty one years, firmly ſettled, after the expirati- 
on of the preſent contract, and to. continue ſo long after, 


as the royal burroughs and magiſtrates of this town. ſhall _ 
mutually agree together; and this contract of prolongation, 
and amplification, to take its effect, from the executing and 


ſigning thereof by the deputies on both ſides. 


And 
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Aud laſtly, we the commiſſioners and deputies of the fad 
royal burroughs and magiſtrates of the ſaid town, by vir- 


tue of our reſpedive powers before inſert, in their names, have 


cauſed make two original inftruments, and ſigned the fame 
with our ordinary Subſcriptions, and thereto afixed our 


ſeals, within the faid town of Camprere, upon the 24th | 


day of Deceinber, 1718 years. 


Andrew Kennedy. P. Haak Kirkman. 
G. De Mavrignault. A. Verelſt. 
J. De Maurignault. 1718. 


Additional Articles agreed upon when the 


Contract was renewed and prolonged, 24th 
Ofteber 57930 


I. That the preſent ſtaple contract, with the ſeparate ar- 
ticles thereof, both conluded on the 25th December 1697, 


N. S. betwixt the Burgomaſters and Counſellors of Camp- 


vere on the one ſide, and the Royal Burroughs of Scotland 


on the other ſide, ſhall continue in full force, and be obſerve 
im all its parts without alteration, except ſo far, and in ſuch 


reſpects as by this preſent new contract of prolongation, con- 
firmation, and amplification, and explication, any change or 
alteration ſuitable to the preſent time, may, by virtue of 


the 3 iſt and 38th articles of the ſaid contract, be made 


the contract of ampliſication, concluded the 2d Auguſt 
1702; and alſo the foreſaid contract of amplification and 
prolongation, of 24th December 1718; (excepting the 14yb 


article thereof, which contiaues in full force) being hereby 
called and annulled, in- ſo far as they are not in this renew» 
ed and continued. 2 


II. That 


r . wr oy 


roms 
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u. That for explication of the 5th article of the faid ſta- 
ple contract, anent the arbitrators, it is agreed, that in their 


meeting, one of the Dutch commiſſioners ſhall preſide, whe- 


ther the plaintiff be a Scotchman or a Dutchman: That the 
place of their meeting ſhall always be in the Stadhouſe : 


That the records of their proceedings ſhall always be in the 
Dutch language, and regiſtrate in a book to be kept in the - 


ſecretary's office of the city, that all whom if may concern 
may have acceſs to ſee, and have extracts of the ſame : That 


the officer of the Conſervator court ſhall ſummon the defen- 


dant, if he be a Scotchman (unleſs he ſhall be contumacious) 
and a town's meſſenger if he be a Dutchman : That the ſaid 


court ſhall not proceed, unleſs there be preſent at leaſt one 


arbitrator of each nation, unleſs it ſhali happen, that all the 

arbitrators of the one or the other nation continue to ab- 
ſent themſelves more than once, after being cited a ſecond 
time ; in which caſe, thoſe of the other nation may proceed. 
And finally, that the office of arbitrators, in any cauſe, ſhall 
not be underſtood to be ſet aſide; but after the ſecond ne- 


glect, in caſe both the contendiag parties ſhould be inclined | 


and reſolved abſolutely to adhere to the arbitral ſentence 


of the foreſaid arbitrators, in the matter in queſtion, and a- 
greeable thereto, having renounced right to reduction and 
appeal, and other remedies uſual in the law, inſtead of fol- 
lowing and proſecuting their cauſe or cauſes, in manner as is 
more fully expreſſed in the foreſaid firſt article of the ſaid | 


ſtaple contract: In that caſe, the ſaid arbitrators, ſhall, be 
bound and obtiped, if need be, to chooſe by majority of yoi- 
ces, and join to themſelves, an overſman, and together care- 
fully to examine the cauſe or cauſes in queſtion, and pro- 
nounce ſuch ſentence and decreet arbitral as they ſhall find 
agreeable to juſtice and equity, Which ſentence and decreet 

B b b 
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arbitral ſhall be final and deciſive, ſo that the parties con 
tending ſhall not have power to carry their cauſe before any 
other court or judge whatſoever, 

IH. Concerning the 5th article, it is underſtood en 
the Scotch kirk ſhall be left entirely for the uſe of thoſe of 
the Scotch nation; ſo that the magiſtrates, during the con- 
tract, may not diſpefe of ir without the conſent of the Scotch 
confiſtory, . That for the future, thoſe of that nation may 
Be exempted from the ſtamped warrant for burying their 


dead. And laſtly, the magiſtrates agree, that the obliga- 


tions belonging to the Scotch poor, ſhall always continue 
appropriated to them as long as there are here a Scotch 
church and poor, even tho” the wy ſhould be removed to 
another place: 

Iv. The royal burronghs ſhall ſtrictly diſcharge and for- 


bid all ſtaple factors, to have partnerſhip or companyſhip ia 


factory, with any houſe in Rotterdam, or any other place in 


the provinces, except the ſtaple port: and that they ſhall 


not at any other place by themſelves, or by their correſpon- 


dents, receive or ſell any ſtaple goods from Scotland, upon 


pain of forfeiture of five hundred guilders each time they ſhall 
be found to contraveen; for which effect, they ſhall give 2 
bond ſuitable, to the agent of the burroughs. 

V. Farther, the Lord Conſervator ſhall be diſcharged to 


Tecelve dues on ſtaple goods brought to any other pl 9 * 7 


Campvere, but ſhall: be obliged, as ſoon as he can get know- 


ledge thereof, to proſecute the tranſgreſſors before his court 


at the ſtaple port. 
Vl. For the ſtricter obſervation, elucidation, and execu- 
tion, of the 23d article of the ſtaple contract, it is hereby 


agreed and concluded, in the firſt place, that the agent of 


the — burroughs ſhall, as far as poſſible, _ endeavour to 
| procure 
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procure liſts of all. ſhip maſters and merchants that may pre- 


ſume to carry ſtaple goods from Scotland to any other place 
in the United provinces, than to the ſtaple port; of which 


liſt or liſts, an authentick copy (if required) ſhall be ſent to 
the magiſtrates of Campvere. a2zdly, If any ſhipmaſters or 
merchants ſhall come to the ſtaple port, within an half year 


after ſending of the above mentioned liſt, the Conſervator, 
or his depute, ſhall be obliged to proſecute them be- 


fore his court, to the end, that they may be conding- 


ly puniſhed for the contravention. | 3dly, After expira- 
tion of the foreſaid fix months, the Conſervator, or his de- 
pute, ſhall be obliged to ſend to the preſident of the 
royal burroughs, a liſt or liſts, of all ſuch contraveeners and 
tranſgreſſors, as have not received their juſt puniſhment at 


the ſtaple port, by reaſon of their not coming there, or o- 


therwiſe, te the end that they may be proſecuted by the a- 


gent of the royal -burroughs, before the proper courts in 
Scotland, and receive condign puniſhment, couform to the 


Jaws thereanent. Of all which proſecutions and ſentences, 
and executions following thereupon, either before the Con- 


ſervator's court, or the courts of Scotland, accounts ſhall be | 


regularly given every half year, to the burgomaſters and 
counſellors of Campvere. And further, the foreſaid ſhip- 
maſters, who have been guilty of breach of the ſtaple con- 
tract, ſhall be obliged to declare upon oath, for whoſe ac- 
count the ſtaple goods were loaded, which he carried to any 
other port in the Netherlands, what bills of loading, or pri- 
vate orders relating to them, be had, under hand from the 
freighters ; to the end, that thoſe who may be found, may 
be proceeded againſt in the manner above expreſſed. And 
to facilitate and forward the accompliſhment of this article, 
the Conſervator, or his depute, ſhall keep an exact regiſter 


of all Scotch ſhips which come to the ſtaple port, whether | 


with 
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with ſtaple goods or any other, with the names of the ſhip. 
maſters and merchants from whence they come. 

VII. For the further explication and clearing of the third 
article of the amplification, or ſeparate articles, of the year 
1697, upon the earneſt deſire and repeated inſtances of the 
preſent Lord Conſervator; it is hereby declared to be un- 

derſtood, that under Lead Ore, Bar Lead ſhall be like. 
wiſe comprehended, as being of the ſame ſubſtance and ba- 
ture, and only by miſtake omitted to be therein expreſſed, 
and therefore ſhall be reckoned among the ſtaple goods, 
mentioned in the third article of the ſtaple contract, and 
ſhall enjoy the ſame freedoms, and exemptions as Lead 
Ore, when it ſhall be brought to the ſtaple port. 

VIII. Concerning ſalt made in Scotland, that it may 
be reckoned amongſt the ſtaple goods, mentioned in the 
foreſaid third article of the ſtaple contract, with the ſame. 
exemption of duty, &c. as other ſtaple goods. It is apreed 
and reſolved, upon the preſſing inſtances of the preſent Lord 
Conſervator, that the burgomaſters and council of the foreſaid | 
city of Campvere ſhall with all earneſtneſs renew their deli- 
berations, whether it can in prudence be pranted; aud in 
caſe it may be, then for the further encouragment of thoſe 
of the Scotch nation, it ſnall be brought into the claſs of 
ſtaple goods by a ſecond and further mee or by a 
ſeparate article to be hereto ſubjoined. 

IX. In like manner the foreſaid burgomaſters and coun- 
cil of Camprere, upon the repeated inſtances, and preſſing 
repreſentations of the foreſaid Lord Conſervator, hall re- 
new and continue their deliberations, whether it can like- 
wiſe be agreed, for the further encouragement of the trade 
of the Scotch nation at the ſtaple port, That herrings cured 
according to law in Scotland, and all other forts of ſalted | 
and dried filh, may be looked upon as ſtaple goods amongſt 
thoſe mentioned and ſpecified in the third, article of the 

laid 
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ſaid preſent ſtaple contra of the year 1697. And in cafe 
it can by any means be allowed, with requiſite circumſperl- 
tion, the foreſaid burgomaſters and council ſhall willingly 
acknowledge the faid goods as ſuch, that they may enjoy 
the privileges and immunities of other ſtaple goods. 

X. The burgomaſters and council of Camprere, 3 in con- 
ſequence of, and for fulfilling the ſeventh article of the 
above mentioned contract of ampliation and prolongation 
of 24th December, 1718, having obtained from their no- 
ble mightineſſes the ſtates of Zealand, a proper ſallary for the 
preſent precenter and ſexton of the Scotch church here, at 
the ſtaple port ; they hereby further oblige themſelves, in caſs 
theſe offices ſhall fall vacant, to continue their utmoſt en- 

| deavours that the foreſaid fallary ſhall not only be continu- 
ed to the ſucceeding, precenter and ſexton, but if eollible, 
that it. ſhould be augmented and encreaſed. 

. For the further encouragement of the Scotch nati- 
on, it is by this article concluded, and agreed, that for 

the better explaining of the 23d article of the preſent 
ſtaple contract, the penalty agaiaſt trangteſſors of the ſtaple, 
expreſſed in the ſaid article, ſhall be lo. far limited, and al- 
tered, that in time coming, thoſe who carry their ſtaple 
goods to any other port, contrary to the exprels tenor. of 
the ſaid contract, inſtead of forfciting all their goods, ſhall 
forfeit only, their ſtaple goods, or the value of them. _ 
XII. If any of the Scotch nation, thro' ignorancs, 
ſhould tranſpreſs againſt the pachters, or farmers of the d- 
ty's or the publick reyenues, if in ſuch a caſe, any goods, 
being of ſmall value, ſhould be challenged, it is agreed 
that the burgomaſters and council of Campvere, ſhall pro- 
tect thoſe of the Scotch nation, from vexatious ſuits of fuck 
pachters, or their collectors. And further, take care that 
in 
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in conformity, and agreeably to the 27th article of 


the foreſaid ſtaple contract, no more than two ſtivers for 


expedition, ſhall be demanded from thoſe of the Scotch nati- 


an, for billets, or pacht-notes. As alſo it is agreed by the 


burgomaſters and council of Campvere, that Scotch factors 
ſhall be allowed toll - brieves, for lending their goods to 
Holland, without being obliged to take the uſual oaths. 
XIII. F 'urther, is found goed and agreed, that the Lord 
Confervator ſhall enjoy his yearly traitment, or honora- 
rium, in the ſame manner as the Conſervators, his predeceſ- 
ſors, have enjoyed it, and as it is expreſſed in the ampliſica- 
tions of the ſtaple contract, 1697. Y | 
XIV. The Conſervator ſhall not employ, in any offices or 


places depending on his Court, any of the burghers and in- 
Habitants of this town, without the previous knowledge 
and conſent” of the honourable burgomaſters and council 


of the ſame; but his lordſhip may freely employ, in ſuch 
offices, any other perſons, not living in this town, and ſuch 
fhall enjoy all the privileges, and immunities, ſtipulated by 
the flaple contract, for theſe of the Scotch nation. | 

XV. It is likewiſe agreed, that Scotch factors may hire 


and freight, as they think fit, any of the veſſels, called 


ſmall ſchecpen and ſchuyten, belonging to this town, with · 


out being obliged to obſerve the ordinary forms of voyages 


dy turns, or by tot, but always paying the hires to be ap- 
pointed ; for which purpoſe, a new regulation of the ſaid 
tires ſhall be made, by the honourable magiſtrates and 


| counci], with „ pad of the Lord Confervator or his 


depute. 

XVI. Laſtly, it is by this article mutually agreed and 
concluded, that the continuation and prolongation of the 
ſtaple of the Scotch uation, within this town of Campvere, 

2 Nhat 
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ſhall again be renewed and prolonged for the like ſpace of 
twenty-one years after the expiration of the preſent con- 
tract of prolongation and amplification of the year 1718; 
that is, aſter the 25th December 1739, and thereafter for 


ſuch'a number of years as the foreſaid royal burroughs and 


burgomaſte rs and council of Campvere, ſhall agree and 


think proper, before the expiration of the foreſaid enſuing 
twenty - one years. The foreſaid commiſſioners, promiſing, 
im name and behalf of their conſtituents on both ſides, 
ſtrietly to obſerve and hold firm and ſtable all the articles, 


and points contained, as well in the foreſaid ſtaple contract, 


of the year 1697, as in this new contract of prolongation, 
amplification, and continuation. That thereby the fore 


ſaid ſtaple eontract, and this amplification, may as far as 


poſſible, be made of laſting continuance. And this con- 

tract of prolongation and amplification, ſhall take full effect, 

upon concluding and ſigning thereof by the commiſſioners 
on both ſides. | 


XVII. The ratification on both fides ſhall be mutually 
exchanged, within twelve months after coneluding and 


ſigning this preſent contract of prolongation and amplification. 


All which being thus done, agreed, and concluded, we 
the commiſſioners of the foreſaid royal burroughs, and the 


burgomaſters and council of Campvere, by virtue of our 
reſpective powers, have in their names, caufed make two 
original inſtruments of the ſame tenor, and figned the ſame 


with our uſual ſubſcription, and thereto affixed our ſeals, 
within the faid town of e, on the 24th of October, 


1736. . 
Arch. Macaulay. Joan H. Huſſen. 
P. Haak Kirkman, | J. L. Verelſt. 


J. B. L. de Vaſlay. 
2 a 
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Additional Articles, when the Contract Was 
| ratified by his ſerene Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange, renewed and prolnged the 

7th December, 1748 . 


I. That the ſtaple contract, with the ſeparate articles 
thereof, both concluded upon the 25 th December 1697. 
N. S. betwixt the baillies, burgomaſters, ſchepens, and 
counſellors of the city of Campvere, on the one part, and 
the royal burroughs of Scotland on the other part, in fo 
far as it is not altered by the contract of prolongation and N 
ampliaion, concluded upon the 2z4th October 1936; as alfo 
the ſaid contract of the 24th October 1736, ſhall remain 
in their full power and force, without any alteration : and 
that therefore in all their parts and articles, they are to be 
performed and obſer ved. 3 

II. It is mutually agreed and declared; "a the conti- 
nuance of the Scotch ſtaple at Campvere, ſhall remain in 
Full force for the ſpace of twenty-one years, after the ex- 
piration of the preſent ſubſiſting contract of prolongation 
and ampliation, of the year 1736; which will be upon the 
25th December 1760: and thereafter, for as many years 
2s the ſaid royal burroughs, and the lords baillieu, burgo- 
maſters, ſchepens, and counſcllors of the faid city, may 
agree and think proper. And it is further undertaken by 
the magiſtrates of Campvere, that they will effectuate, 
that the foreſaid ſtaple contract of the year 1736, to- 
gether with this of prolongation, ſhall be approved and 
ratified by the States of Zealand; likeas it ſhall be ap- 
roved, and ratified by his Britannick Majeſty. . 


| Laſtly, 


N 
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Laftly. The foreſaid deputics, in name and behalf of the 
conſtituents on both ſides, promiſe regularly to obſerve and 
perform all the articles contained in the foreſaid ſtaple con- 
tract of the year 1697; and of the contract of ampliation, 
and prolongation of the year 1736; and of this contract 
of prolongation, in all their points and parts; that ſo the 
ſtaple contract, the ampliations and prolongations may, 


as much as poſſible, be made everlaſting. 


This being done, agreed and concluded, we the deputies 
of the royal burroughs, and we the deputies of the noble 
and worſhipful baillieu, burgomaſters, ſchepens and coun- 


ſellors of Campvere, by virtue of our reſpective full powers, 


and in their names, have hereof made two inſtruments of 
the ſame tenor, and figned them, with our uſual ſubſcrip- 
tion, and thereto put our ſeals; in the Hague _ the ** 
December 1 748. 5 
Geo. Drummond. D. H. Verelſt. 
Arch. MacAulay, J. Boreel de Maurignault. 
. Jacobus de Cliever 
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OBSERVATIONS 


oN THE 


Poregoing Account of the scoren TRADE | 
in the NETHERLANDS and the Scotch 


Staple Contract. 


Submit theſe following remarks upon 
the Scotch trade and ſtaple port, to the 


judgment and attention of thoſe who un- 


derſtand matters of commerce and mer- 


chandiſe much better than I can pretend 

Hints may ſometimes be uſeful, altho”- 
they are ſuggeſted by perſons who are not 
thoroughly verſed in the ſeveral branches 


of buſineſs, or incapable of preſenting them 
in their moſt ſtriking light, or with the 
peculiar advantages and diſſadvantages, 


which may be brought to view by thoſe 
whoſe employment and experience give 
them the beſt opportunities of being well 
acquainted with it. Upon the renewing 
of the contract in the year 1748, being 


deſired by the e from the royal bur- 


roughs, 


og 4 — 
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roughs, to come along with them fromm 


Scotland, and to attend them at the Hague, 


during that tranſaction; - and being applied 


to, by 1 the merchants and factors in Camp- 


vere about five years thereafter, to aſſiſt 
them in the affair of the porto franco, which 
obliged me to draw up a great many pa- 
pers, according to the beſt of my ability, 
(cho no doubt with many defects) and my 
endeavours to be of ſome uſe to the Scotch 
trade and ſtaple contract at that critical 
time, gave me more infight into the nature 
and genius of the contract, than in alt 


probability I ſhould ever have acquired, if 
theſe events had not happened. Therefore 


I beg what I am now to add, may be fa- 
vourably conſtructed, and may be regard- 


ed only as it deſerves. 


1. The prolonging of the contract 
beyond the time it has to run, to the 
year 1787, muſt undoubtedly depend up- 
on the parties on both ſides. From what is 
related above, it is certainly of a long 


ſtanding, renewed from time to time, for 


above two hundred years, with a formality 
and ſolemnity, ſo far as I know, peculiar 


to 


- 
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to itfelf. Agreed upon and concluded be- 


tween ſixty- ſeven royal burroughs, or the 


principal-and chief trading towns in the 


kingdom, and the magiſtrates of a city a- 
broad, ratified by the ſovereigns of both 
countries, gives it a dignity and luſtre, 
whereby it is remarkably diſtinguiſhed 


from other treaties of commerce. If the 


project of a porto franco, either before it 
expires, or after it ſhall be prolonged, 
fhould be again brought upon the carpet, 


what has been already faid upon that head 


will certainly merit ſome conſideration. 


Without making uſeleſs repetitions,” it is 
plain, if ſuch a ſcheme fhould be carried 


into a law in the United Provinces, the ſta- 
ple trade would be much affected, and re- 
markably ſuffer; and more ſo now, than 


in former times, becauſe ſuch goods now 


ſpecified in the contract were brought to 


Campvere and there ſold by publick auc- 


tion, when the charges of carrying them 


to the reſpective towns where they were to 


be brought, lay upon the buyer, whereby a 
great deal of time and expence were ſaved 
to the Scotch merchants. But as the mar- 

kets 
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kets are now ſituate, the ſtaple port is not 
the place of conſumpt, and the ſale very 
inconſiderable; but the concern the ſtates 
of Zealand, the magiſtrates of Campvere, 


the royal burroughs, and others intereſted 


in the trade, have already taken on that me- 


morable event, there is the ſtrongeſt rea- 


ſon to preſume, that even ſuppoſing the liſt 
contained in the reſolution of the ſtates of 
Holland, 28th September, 1753, where 


the inward and outward duties of the ſta- 


ple goods are either very low or taken off 
altogether, was to take place, yet it may 
be regulated by the wiſdom of the con- 


tracting parties, and the uſual ratifications 


of the contract, in ſuch a manner, as theſe 
would not be affected by it, and would 


therefore continue to be a conſiderable and 


very profitable branch of the merchandiſe 
and manufactures of Scotland ; which is 
ſo evidently ſhown above, that this argu- 


ment does not require to be any longer 


inſiſted on. | 
2. By the account J have attempted to 


give of the riſe, progreſs aud improvement 


of the Scotch trade in the Netherlands, it 
appears, 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


appears, in antient times to have been of 
more value and extent than is generally 
imagined, but the freedom of trade in for- 


mer ages, in foreign countries, was not . 


limited or encouraged by a mutual con- 


tract, according to the idea we have at 


preſent, of a ſtated agreement, and con- 


ſent of both parties, on certain terms and 
conditions, for a number of years, fixed 


to one place, excluſive of all others, in 
the dominions of that ſovereign where it 


was encouraged, with full permiſſion, and 


a ſtipulated allowance, that thoſe foreign 
Mercantile ſubjects ſhould in all reſpects 


be under the laws, and enjoy all ſuch 
legal privileges in every reſpect, as in their 
own country. But theſe patents are to 


beregarded rather as favours granted by the 


prince of one country, to the trading in- 
habitants of another, which he could 
withdraw, or continue, by his own will 


and pleaſure. Theſe unſettled times, when 
neither the freedom of trade, nor its value 


and conſequence, were ſo well underſtood, 


as they were afterwards found to deſerve, 


did not admit of ſtaple contracts, as they 


Are 
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are formed in following ages. Merchan- 


diſe could not be ſafely carried on without 
convoy, or ſpecial and formal protection 


to the traders of a diſtant country, to the 


ports where they were promiſed all man- 
ner of ſafety and ſecurity, and even theſe 
protections were frequently rendered in- 
effectual, by the unſettled ſtate of the ſe- 
veral kingdoms and countries in Europe, 
even where merchandiſe and commerce 


were in the greateſt reputation. The Ne- 


therlanders probably were the firſt in the 


5 north of Europe, who underſtood and ap- 


plied themſelves to trade and manufactures, 


and ſoon becoming ſenſible of their great 


intereſt and importance, uſed all poſſible 


means to draw to themſelves the advan- 


tages ariſing from their different branches, 


by inviting the merchants of their neigh- 
bouring, and even diſtant kingdoms, ſuch 


as Portugal, to come and traffick with 
them, where they ſhould meet 'with all 
kind of civility, and be under the ſureſt 


protection while they remained amongſt 
them, and be allowed to return home in 
peace and quiet; whatever they imported 


ſhould 


4 
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| ſhould be protected from violence and in- 
juſtice ; the merchants, ſhip-maſters, fail- 


ors, and others, ſhould be ſcreened from 


perſonal injury, have quick diſpatch in 
their buſineſs, and in caſe of any law ſuit, 
they ſhould have juſtice done them accord- 
ing to the laws of the country where they 
were. They were moreover bound to be- 
have peaceably, and pay the tolls, cuſtom- 


ary duties and taxes. The Engliſh trade 


in the Low Countries, was certainly. much 
earlier than the Scotch, and for that reaſon 


the latter are frequently promiſed the ſame 


encouragement, when they come to traf- 
fick amongſt them, that was given to * 
former. 

3. 1 acknowledge myſelf a very in- 


competent judge of the connexion of the 


ſeveral articles of the product and manu- 


factures of Scotland, commonly called 
ſtaple goods, with the real intereſt of the 


country: far leſs am J capable to make 
any ſtated calculation of the fame; the 
judicious merchant, the induſtrious ma- 


nufacturer, and others who are concerned, 
and intereſted therein, are the proper 


D d d judges 
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judges to decide an affair which muſt in- 

clude many particulars ; and I ſhall be a- 
ware of giving my opinion raſhly about 
the branches of trade, which thoſe may be 
apt to do who have no practical expert- 
ence of buſineſs. This puts me in mind 
of an aſſertion of the famous Dean Swift, 
as a proof he was not aware of the 
| ſpecial reſtrictions trade is generally, 
in all countries, laid under. © Ireland” 
fays. he, is the only kingdom I ever heard 
of, read of, either in ancient or modern 
ſtory, which. was denied the liberty of ex- 
porting their native commodities, and ma- 
nufactures, wherever they pleaſed, ex- 
cept the countries at war with their own 
prince or ſtate.” Every body knows that 
this aſſertion is liable to many exceptions: 
the courſe of trade, like other things in the 
world, is liable to many changes, and 
runs in very different channels, and may 
convey trade from one country to another, 
with greater or fewer advantages, at dif- 

ferent times and ſeaſons. We may eaſily 
believe, when the trading towns in Scot- 
land obliged themſelves to tranſport their 


product 
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product and manufactures to the Low 


Countries, fixed upon a particular port 
where they ſhould be diſcharged, and not 
ſuffered to be landed any where elſe; they 
were wiſe enough to conſult the intereſt 
of their country, eſpecially as in theſe 
times, this method of tranſport was at- 
tended with a ſecurity which they could 


not promiſe themſelves, had every mer- 


chant been left at liberty to carry their 


goods where they pleaſed: and even when 


trade became more extenſive, the danger of 


interruption leſs, the contract was ſtill con- 


tinued, finding it for the benefit of the 


merchant and manufacturer; ſo much the 


rather, as by the often rene wing of this 
commerical treaty, an opportunity was 


given, and an occaſion laid hold on, to 


augment the number of articles, in addi- 
tions and ampliations, according to the 
growth and increaſe of the product and 
manufactures of the country: which by 
being made uſe of, in after times, may ſtill 


be calculated to the real, the preſent, and Y 


laſting intereſt of Scotland. Theſe views 


will no doubt, be taken under the con- 
ſideration 
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ſideration of the contracting parties, and 
therefore are to be ſubmitted to their judg- 
ment, prudence, and experience. 

4. With ſubmiſſion, I would humbly 
ſuggeſt, when the contract ſhall be re- 


newed and prolonged, it may be found 
requiſite to draw it up in expreſſions more 
plain and leſs ambiguous, than it is at 
preſent; at leaſt to correct and explain ſe- 


veral articles, to make them more clear 


and explicit. The ampliations, as they 


are called, or additions, ought to be inſert- 
ed in their proper places, that one plain 


and diſtinct contract, may be made out of 


them altogether; in order to leave as little 
occaſion as poſſible, to miſunderſtanding, 
forced conſtruction, or partial interpreta- 
tion, by one party or other. At the 


ſame time I am ſenſible, that conſidering 


the various revolutions trade and merchan- 
diſe, with the laws and regulations about 
them for more than three centuries, have 


undergone, and the different circumſtances 


they have been in, even fince a fixed and 
ſtaple contract has been formed, it is no 
wonder that many expreſſions, ſo frequent- 


ly 


Wenn 


in the NETHERLANDS, 


ly tranſeribed, relating to the trade, or 
thoſe who are concerned to regulate them- 
ſelves by it, are become defeCtive, per- 


haps uſeleſs or obſolete. For that reaſon, 
the commiſſioners or deputies from the 
royal burroughs may think it proper to 


take ſufficient time to inform themſelves 


of what explication, amendments, or ad- 


ditions may be requiſite, to have the ſtate 
of trade, the judgment and opinion, the 

defires and requeſts of perſons on both 
ſides, laid before them; taking them de- 
liberately under their conſideration, and 
regulating themſelves, as they find theſe 
are beſt calculated for the common good. 


When the contract is renewed in 2 hur- 
ry, many requiſite corrections may be 


neglected, many inconveniencies after- 


wards arifing, not provided againit; and 


incidents may | happen, which may occa- 
ſion diſpute and altercation, which proba- 
bly might have been prevented, had 


more time been taken, 1n explaining ſuch 


particulars. 


5. It 
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F. It is propoſed, with that deference 
and regard which is due to thoſe princi- 


' pally concerned, as contracting parties, 


that the contract - ſhould not only be 
printed, but the inſtructions to the Con- 
ſervator, or his depute, ſhould be made 


publick likewiſe ; what regulations theſe 


intereſted in it are under, and the laws 


they are bound to obey; in what manner 


redreſs in caſe of injury or complaint 
may be heard, and if juſtly founded, re- 


dreſs may be obtained in peruſing the re- 
giſters of the Scotch court; tho they 


are very defective, yet many examples 
are to be found of quarrels and debates 
between the Conſervator, his deputy, and 
the factors, ſhipmaſters, and merchants 
in Campvere; which is not ſurpriſing, 
conſidering theſe records are of a long 
ſtanding. Without reflecting upon one 
party more than another, what I have juſt 
now propoſed, might be uſeful, and con- 
tribute not a little to the peace and pro- 
fit of all concerned. The Conſervator 
then, would be at no loſs to know how 
far bis authority or juriſdiction extended, 
. | what 
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what was legal for him to-do, and for 
them to obey ; which would not only be 


a great rehef both to judge and parties, but 
in many caſes, would diſcourage differences 
and complaints, promote concord and 


agreement amongſt them; and while it 


would give ſatisfaction, it would be the 


mutual ſafety and protection of all. The 
Conſervator, or any depute of candour 


and impartiality, would be ſo far from 


oppoſing or deſpiſing any ſuch inſtructi- 


ons, that it would give him a real plea- 
ſure to have them always before him: 


hereby he would know in what manner 
a court of aſſeſſors was to be made up, 


the proper forms they are bound to ob- 
ſerve, and the juſt and legal method of 
executing the ſentences pronounced, or the 


deciſions they have made. It is true, in 


former times, the Conſervator was obliged 
by act of parliament, to come to Scotland 
every year, or to ſend a reſponſible pro- 


curator for him, who ſhould anſwer to 


every thing that might be alledged againſt 
him ; which cuſtom was ſtill obſerved in- 


Sir 
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and populous communities, and will equal - 
ly hold in ſmaller and inferior colonies 


and ſocieties: many acts of injuſtice are 
committed, when the unhappy ſufferer 
has neither the means, nor perhaps the 
knowledge of the method he ought to take 
to redreſs the grievance, or repair the in- 
jury done him. The annual appearance of 
the Conſervator before the convention 
of the royal burroughs, has been long 
in diſuſe, and perhaps may be explained 


by a ſeeming diſcouragement to lodge any 
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complaint againſt him, by the following | 


extract from the court regiſter, where it 
is ſaid, that no complaint is to be heard 
againſt the Converſator, until firſt the 
complainer enact himſelf, that in caſe his 
complaint be found groundleſs, to pay an 
unlaw of five hundred merks, atour (be- 


F. 30. cited 


regiſt. of 
the R B. 


p. 144. 145 


ſides) the Conſervator's charges in coming 


home.” Any perſon at this rate, who 


would hazard a reſolution or complaint, 


muſt be a man of ſubſtance, not to-mention 
the inconveniencies he might be expoſed 
to from a yariety of circumſtances, which 
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may be eaſily conjectured ; beſides cutting 
off all ſuch from redreſs, who wanted ſuf- 
ficient means to begin or proſecute their 
appeal before a higher court of juſtice, 
under ſuch. a forbidding diſcouragement., 
The words of the act of parliament have 
been already cited, and need not be again 
repeated. 

6. I beg leave to make one obſervation 
more, which concerns the manner of 
forming or compoſing a Scotch court of 
zuſtice at Campvere, which in my hum- 
ble opinion may deſerve the ſerious atten- 
tion of the royal burroughs, on renewing 
the contract. In former times, the ſtaple 
goods, with convoy, commonly arrived at 
the ſtaple port twice a year, in the ſpring 
and harveſt, where they were publickly 
ſold; the merchants and proprietors of goods 
generally came along with them, which 
brought a great many of them together 
at theſe two ſeaſons. It appears from what 
is mentioned above, that the merchants 
were allowed to elect a governor, with 
whom they decided any differences in 
their mercantile buſineſs amongſt them 


ſelves. | 
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ſelves. This office was in time advanced 
into that of Conſervator, which title has 


been continued, and his commiſſion te. 
ceived the ſignal, and adorned with the 


patent, of royal authority, until the 
preſent time, {a copy and tranſlation of 
which is hereto annexed.) When diſputes 
aroſe amongſt merchants, they were very 


proper judges to decide them; ſo much 


the more, as many of them were magiſ- 
trates in the towns of Scotland, from 
whence they came. By an act of parli- 
ament, the Conſervator can hold no court, 
except he has ſix, or at leaſt four mer- 


chants for aſſeſſors. But at preſent, the 


ſtaple goods come at any time of the 


Pear, not with convoy, or with any con- 


fiderable number of ſhips together, but 


ſeparately, and as they have occaſion. 
The merchants to whom theſe goods belong, 
don't attend them according to antient 
practice, which makes it difficult ſome- 
times to form a court as the law requires. 
It muſt be obſerved likewiſe, that the 
ſale or publick auction of goods in Camp- 
vere, formerly, detained the merchants, 


obliging 


Act Jas. VI. 


395 


396 Of the ScoTCH TRADE 


obliging them to make ſome ſtay in town ; 
but now when any merchants attend their 
goods, they generally follow them to Hol- 
land: fo that cauſes which require any con- 
ſiderable time to examine and diſcuſs, are 

liable not to be decided at all in Campvere; 

or, which is as bad, and ſometimes worſe, 

may be too haſtily and unformally de- 
termined. To remedy this defect of a 
ſufficient number of merchants to make 

up a legal number of aſſeſſors, the elders 

and deacons of the conſiſtory of the 

Scotch church (the kirk ſeſſion), together 

with the maſter of the Scotch houſe, are al- 

lowed to fit as judges in the Scotch court; »]. 
but ſhip maſters are commonly called 
upon, and cited as aſſeſſors and judges 

in cauſes before the Scotch court. Theſe 

are much in the ſame circur-ſtances with 
regard to their ſtay in the town, a8 thoſe 

hho come along with their goods and go 

to Holland. W ere cauſes only to be refer- 

red to their judgment and opinion, con- 
cerning their ordinary buſineſs in the ſea- 
faring way, none could be more proper 

and Fraltul to decide them ; but when 


Matters 


F. 30, 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


matters which require much time, a due 
| deliberation, and a competent knowledge 
of the law, are brought before men of the 
greateſt ſincerity ind. integrity, but whoſe 
practice has not been directed that way, 
juſtice may ſuffer, not from any real de- 


ſign and intention, but purely from the 
want of knowledge and experience in the 


queſtions they are called up on to cog- 
noſce and determine. Men may be very 
honeſt, candid, and well meaning, better 


qualified than others to judge in matters 


belonging to their ordinary and daily em- 
ployment and buſineſs 3 in life, who, with- 


out any injury done them, may be preſum- 


ed not to know the eſſential forms and 


points of law, as many civil cauſes muſt. 


require, in order to pronounce a ſentence 
juſt and legal. A failure and miſtake in 
matters very ſerious and important to the 
purſuer and defender, may ariſe not from 


the want of integrity and ſincerity of thoſe 


who are called upon to judge and decide, 
but becauſe they are not verſant in affairs 
which require a different ſtudy and appli- 
cation, from that to which they have been 


bred 
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bred and accuſtomed. Not to mention, 


generally ſpeaking, the attention due to 
their own affairs ; the little time they have 


to employ upon queſtions foreign .to the 


ordinary courſe of their buſineſs ; the un- 


certainty of their remaining long enough, 


upon the ſpot, to become ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the nature, reaſons and cir- 


cumſtances, of the cauſe which may be 


haſtily laid before them, and demanded 


as haſtily to be decided. Matters and 


cauſes of civil juſtice may be too quickly 
diſcuſſed, as well as too ſlowly brought to 
a final ſentence. Many 1 Injuries, not to ſay 
manifeſt injuſtice, may ariſe from either of 


theſe extremes. Perſuaded I am, however, 


that the wiſdom and penetration of thoſe 


who ſhall be commiſſioned to renew the 


contract, may find proper means of bringing 
the affairs of the Scotch inhabitants in 
Campvere, requiring a publick and legal 


determination, to ſuch a concluſion, as 


will remove all reaſonable complaints, and 
be a better ſecurity for maintaining their 


liberties, property, and priv ileges, than they 


are at preſent. 
> might 


in the NETHERLANDS. 


| 1 might ſtill add further remarks, but 


not to carry them to a tedious length, I am 


in hopes, that the hints above- mentioned 


will not be entirely uſeleſs. Having lived 
long in the place, it may be expected, that 


I have got a fuller view of the nature of 


the contract, than other wiſe I could have 


obtained 
The account I have given, although very 
impersed for want of materials, probably 
to be found elſewhere, of the Scotch Trade 


in the Netherlands, the ſtaple port, the 


tranſactions about the porto franco, and 
the inferences I have drawn from them, 
ſhall be concluded, by obſerving, That the 
ſituation of the road, the harbour, and 
. town of Campvere, is not ſurpaſſed by 
any, and equalled by few for the cofiveni- 
ency and ſafety of ſhipping, inwards or 


outwards. The courſe of trade chuſes to 


run in various, and very often in new chan- 
nels; branches of product and manufac- 
tures, are daily invented; and may they 
go on to be daily improved in the king- 


dom of Scotland: hereby there is a ſettled 
and eſtabliſhed ſource of commerce for 


the 
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the intereſt of the merchant and induſtri- 


ous manufacturer, and a certain and per- 


manent advantage for the town of Camp- 


yere. Both concuring together, muſt give 


mutual pleaſure and ſatisfaction to two = 


of the moſt antient commercial contracting 
parties in Europe. And upon the whole, I 


flatter myſelf, that what I have ſaid, upon 
a ſubjet ſo important, intereſting, and 


uſeful for my native country, on the one 
part, and the place of my long reſidence 
on the other, will be kindly and favoura- 
bly interpreted, as it is honeſtly and ſin- 
cerely meant. rey aw 
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